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W&shingrbon.  D.  0.  Notes  April  2,  1Q20> 

The  advent  of  another  crop  season  brings  v;ith  it  the  renev/al  of  cixr 
weekly  ne'.vs  letter,  the  "Eye,"    It  is  hoped  thai  its  readers  have  "been  svl-* 
ficiently  v/ell-pleased  with  its  contents  in  the  past  to  be  willing  to  con- 
tinne  their  ocoperation  by  sending  the  editor  their  weekly  no*;es  regarding 
potato  activities  in  their  locality. 

Messrs.  Clark  and  Lonbard  left  Washington  for  Presque  Isle,  J/Iaine,  on 
Maffch  23. 

A  smll  planting  of.  I9IS  and  I9I9  cold  storage  seed  is  to  be  made  at 
Arl5.ngton  Farm  this  spring  for  the  purpose  ©f  observing  the  effect  of  pro- 
longed storage  -upon  the  vigor  of  the  tubers,  as  reflected  in  the  yields  ob- 
tained frt?m  them* 

Many  requests  have  been  received  for  small  quantities  of  seed  stock, 
but  it  has  nyt  been  possible  to  comply  with  them* 

It  is  impossible,  at  the  present  time,  to  secure  any  definite  informa- 
tion in  regard  to  the  probable  acreage  that  will  be  planted  to  potatoes  in 
the  late  or  main  crop  areas » 

High  prices  are  growing  so  tempting  that  some  growers  are  selling 
vhat  they  had  set  aside  for  seed  purposes  with  the  idea  of  using  cull  stock 
for  their  own  planting.    The  shortsightedness  cf  such  a  policy  is  too  ap- 
parent for  further  camment* 

April  showers  have  been  the  order-of-'the-day  since  the  mon;?)h  was  uoher- 
ed  in. 

(y/ra.  Stuart)* 

Presque  Isle,  Me>  M€:rsk..2l._1920^ 

We  arrived  on  time,  Thursday^  a<;<  10*3'^'  a  ;:-haw  vmich  had  been 

in  action  for  several  days,  a  large  amo-jnt  of  snow  had  melted.  There  is, 
however,  no  small  amount  left.  Pain,  F;t'May  nlghv  ai-.-.d  Bai;r.rday,  made  the 
roads  almost  in^ias sable.    Sowed  tho  pctav.a  r.eods  ye'sterday. 

(P.M.Lombard). 

Greeley,  Colo,>  March  30.  1920,, 

iSpring  work  is  well  under  way  in  the  Oreeley  diatrrict,  considerable 
spring  grain  having  already  ^een  plan'.ed...    I^j-^ing  tho  past  v/eek  we  clear- 
ed bhe  da-*'-  land  cf  the  S'^ibbls  by  ba.crowi'og  "b  .••'h  v/rfyi-.  cr-  break  l::ose  the 
stubble  which  had  ma,tted  dcv/r...    The  lo:»se  mavtoicial  was  bunched  with  tho 
aid  of  the  slde-dellvevy  and  cl'^jnp  rakes,    "J^io  :^c-o.i  :hat  is  to  be  seeded 
to  oats  and  pcta.tQos  ihiz  yr-.ar  has  boen  recently  disked  and  harrowed  in 
order  to  preserve  mcistmeo 
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I  had  an  opporttmity  cn  Sat-arda^/,  ¥a.Tcln  27.-        talk  to  a  gathering  at 
Kersey  on  potato  grovdng  and  the  work  of  oh-^;  t.-':ationc.    The  meeti.ng,  v/hich 
was  a  get-together  affair,  was  very  well  at  bonded  and  r.Tach  interea--;  was 
shown.    Among  the  others  who  appeared  on  the  program  were?    Prof*  J.  C.. 
Maerican,  of  the  State  Teachers  College,  of  Greeley;  Ccijity  Agent  Khappj 
and  Simore  Peterson,  Secretary  of  the  Greeley  Clmmber  of  Conferee. 

Potatoes  are  selling  from  $5«S0  to' $6*00  a  h-undred,  althoughj  as 
previously  stated,  there  are  very  few  left  in  the  Greeley  district. 

I  have  been  doing  soine  visiting  among  the  farmers  recently  and  have 
also  p-QTchased  a  little  potato  seed» 

( ,V/,  C  .Edmundson)  ♦ 

Jerome,  I'daho.  For  the  week  ending  February  7.  1Q20., 

During  the  week  there  have  been  light  flurries  of  snow  and  the  .growid 
here  is  becoming  moist  but  there  is  not  the  supply  in  the  soil  that  wc 
would  like  to  have* 

I  understand  that  the  section  from  v,Fhich  our  water  snpply  ocmes  is 
short  of  snow  at  this  time  of  the  year^  ^ug  t^a-j-  the  cell       f  .Oi  of 
moisture  so  tha\;  most  of  the  Bpr:.ng  Txsxh-cxi:  will  bo  caught  for  ti.se  la-^c-r 
in  the  season^    However,  on  January  23 n  1^20,   tho  resGivalr  was  lYofCv-C 
acre  feet  short,  as  compared  to  the  measuremonl)  last  yea?  at  ihia  tim^J 
and  something  over  3C0.  tXK)  acre  feet  shoi-t  -5f  igiSj  so  you  will  readily 
see  that  the  prospect  is  not  altogether  pleasirz-g.    As  a  matter  of  fact, 
unless  there  occui's  a  plentiful,  precipitation  during  the  early  spring 
and  it  continues  fo.t  some  period  into  the  ^^s\3£l  cry  sea,s(^n,  we  are  like- 
ly to  have  a  repetition  of  last  year-s  ehcstage  of  imigation  wate?»  Of 
course,  we  are  hqpefiil  that  this  will  i.\©t  iiappsvij  but  o'nQ  present  reports 
are  not  extremely  favorable » 

v/s  are  getting  evers^thing  in  readiness  for  the  spri?lg  work  and  will 
begin  as  sOon  as  the  weather  opens  up  sr.ffi  cienf^.y-    All  the  alfalfa, 
crowning  was  done  during  che  fall  and  new  cur  wo?k\in  that  line  is  to  plow 
the  land  for  the  crop, 

(L.L*  Corbett)* 

For  the  week  ending  February  1^.  192C« 

D'jj'ing  the  past  two  weeks  the  weather  conditions  h3'/e  been  more  like 
spring  than  winter ^  with  comparatively  w^arm  days  and  lightly  freezing 
nights. 
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Due  to  a  siege  of  the  influenza,  or  at  least,  a  very  severe  siege 
of  La  Grippe,  the  ^ork  of  the  Station  has  been  barely  mintainedj  and  we 
have  no  help,  are  able  to  do  only  the  absolutely  necessary  things, 

(»L*L,  Corbett), 

For  the  week  ending  February  21.  1920 ♦ 

Bearing  the  early  part  of  the  week  the  weather  conditions  were  very 
favorable  throughout  the  day  but  the  ten^jerature  dropped  to  freezing  at 
night.    On  Friday  the  conditions  changed,  snow  falling  part  of  the  day  and 
again  during  the  night.    Today  we  have  about  fcui*  inches  on  the  ground  and 
it  is  still  snowing. 

The  drainage  system  from  both  the  house  and  laboratory  has  been  more 
or  less  clogged  every  since  I  have  been  here,  especially  the  drain  from 
the  laboratory  cellar.    We  liave  been  working  on  this  drainage  system  dur- 
ing part  of  the  week  and  will  get  it  in  shape  as  soon  as  possible. 

(L.L*  Corbett). 

For  the  week  ending;  February  2g,__iq20^ 

During  the  week  the  weather  conditions  have  been  unsettled  with  come 
snow  and  freezing  nights. 

I  have  been  trying  to  seciire  some  information  as  to  the  water  pros- 
pects for  the  tract  for  the  year  1920^  but  at  present  I  do  not  know  the 
exact  situation.    If  we  get  more  snow  during  the  coming  month,  we  will 
probably  be  supplied  with  enough  to  make  crops. 

The  first  of  February  there  was  practically  no  snow  in  the  territory 
from  which  our  water  supply  comes  and  the  reservo-ir  was  l60jOOO  acre  feet 
short  <>f  any  water  for  this  tract*    However,  there  has  been  considerable 
snow  in  this  area  during  the  latter  part  of  the  month  and  I  am  told  that 
this  shortage  is  probably  more  than  made  up,  and  the  feeling  at  present 
seems  to  be  that  we  are  assured  of  water  for  early  crops,  at  least* 

(L,L,  Corbett), 

For  the  weak  ending  Ma^ch  13 «  1920«, 

During  the  week  the  weathor  conditions  have  not  changed  materially 
from  the  conditions  of  the  two  previous  w^eks^    Thore,  however,  may  have 
been  more  cloudy  days  during  the  week  and  a  trace  of  rain. 


Ivlr.  Shepherd,  local  in^ns-ger  of  the  '.V^.t3r  Coivrany,  in  a  statement  this 
week,  feels  that  with  the  noriTjal  preciritation.  vve  -.Yili  not  require  stor- 
age -.vater  iiiitil  aroiit  the  r.iidile  of  July,,  in  which  case^  there  vvo'ild  he 
plenty  of  water  for  all  neccs^ary  irrigation  purposes.    However,  he  ad- 
vise-"^  planting  early  so  as  to  avail  o^ii'selves  of  the  natural  water  in  the 
soil  and  to  conserve,  as  far  as  possible,  the  storage  v/ater  that  will 
necessarily  have  to  be  -Jised  later  in  the  seascn*    i  have  part  of  the  spring 
plowing  done  and  we  are  working  on  soil  preparation  and  the  sewerage  sys- 
ten;  as  the  weather  wrlH  perzit, 

(L.L,  Corbett). 

JeroiTie,  Idah^.  ^  For  the  '.veek  ending  I-!arch  20,  1920. 

During  the  rveek  tne  //eather  conditions  have  been  generally  favorable 
to  spring  work,  and  \^e  have  been  pushing  it  along  to  good  advantage. 

On  Tuesday  Dean  Iddings  v;as  at  the  Station,  and  we  went  over  the 
proposed  cooperative  vork  as  vvell  as  we  could*    I  pointed  out  the  section 
of  land  that  I  thought  v;as  best  for  their  '.vork,  namely,  the  section  east 
of  the  barn  where  .ve  had  Irish  potatoes  in  1919»    '^^^  land  is  plowed  and 
can  be  2:ade  ready  for  planting  very  (Quickly;  likewise,  the  land  west  of 
the  house* 

I  still  have  some  work  to  do  on  the  drainage  ditch  for  the  laboratory 
cellar  but  it  is  nearly  rec^dy  to  fill  again,  so  that  it  will  take  only  a. 
short  tiino  to  conKlete  the  work.    However,  I  still  have  a  short  section 
of  the  outlet  to  the  septic  tar^k  to  take  up,  which  will  require  probably 
two  days  ci,l together,  out  we  will  work  on  this  as  we  can  and  not  let  it 
interfere  with  the  soil  preparation, 

(L.L,  Corbett). 

For  the  week  ending  Ivfe.rch  27,  1920. 

During  the  week  the  weather  conditions  have  been  fairly  favorable, 
vvith  soire  sno^v,  rains,  and  lots  of  wind. 

7e  have  c-3en  pushing  our  farm  work,  however,  and  today  are  su'ving  oats. 

All  on  the  tract  are  taking  warning  from  last  year  and  are  beginning 
as  soon  as  possible  to  do  their  farm  work,  a,s  there  is  an  indic£-ticn  cf 
early  water  for  irrigation  and  fair  conditions  for  farm  work. 

There  seems  to  be  every  indication  of  a  large  acreage  of  whe-.t  on 
this  tract  this  year,  and  also  quite  a  large  acreage  of  beeOs,  due  irainly 
to  the  advanced  price  offered  of  ^12.00  per  ton. 

I  am  unable  to  find  more  than  a  small  acreage  of  potatoes  to  be  plant- 
ed, and  they  are  largely  ses.11  acreages,  principally  an  a,cre  and  less. 
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There  are  bui  two  or  three  that  I  am  aware  of  who  anticipate  planting  five 
or  more  acres  to  potatoes* 

Calhc-an,  La.  March  2'4.  iq2Q. 

We  made  our  first  planting  of  potatoes  on  the  '^th.    This  v;as  the  firs 
day  that  the  grour.d  was  anything  like  dry  enough  for  us  to  begin  the  w-^rk* 
We  ledd  off  the  rows,  3"|  feet  apart  and  21©  feet  long,  with  a  middle 
burster,  and  then  put  out  fertilizer  at  the  rate  of  1000  lbs,  per  acre. 
We  mixed  the  fercilizer  in  the  soil  by  running  shovel  and  sweep  in  the 
furrow^    We  planted  the  potatoes  12  inches  apart.    Beginning  on  Ihe  west 
side  of  the  plctj  we  planted  3  rows  of  each  of  the  lots.    Finished  plant- 
ing let  17  in  the  rain  and  did  net  get  to  plant  again  until  the  15*:.h,  when 
we  planted  the  second  plot,    We  did  not  get  in  the  3  rows  of  our  No«  9, 
and  your  No,       as  one  box  was  lost  in  shipment.    We  planted  a  buffer  row 
on  the  east  and  west  sides  of  the  plots  with  a  buffer  row  between. 


(0,  Cain). 
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Grosley.  Colo«  For  the  week  ending  April  3.  1920. 

During  the  past  week  we  have  had  considerable  wintry  weather* 
Frida-y  night:  a'bont  i:v/o  inches  of  snow  fell,  but  a  high  wind  blew  mcst 
of  j'i  into  d'rr.j'ts    and  for  this  reasont  very  little  moisture  was  left 
to  penetrate  into.  th3  soils    Saturday,  April  3»         mercury  fell  to  1° 

The  land  which  is  te?  be  planted  to  potatoes  and  oats  this  year 
was  disked  last  week.    We  expect  to  seed  the  oats  and  alfalfa  about  th® 
middle  of  the  month*    Alfalfa  seed  is  selling  for  50  cents  a  pound* 

Some  seed  potatoes  have  been  purchased  for  this  year's  experi- 
ments.   Seed  potatoes  are  selling  a-!',  about  $6^00  a  hundred,    I  expect 
the  high  price  of  seed  potatoes  vvill  have  an  important  bearing  on  this 
year's  acreage* 

(Vy*  C.  Edmonds  on) « 

Jerome.  Idaho.  For  the  week  ending  April  3.  1920«_ 

During  the  week  the  weather  conditions  have  been  unsettled  with 
considerable  snow  and  some  S'a:l:ii    Fgs*  practically  a  week  new  thors  has 
been  a  very  high  wind  which  bar,  made  it  very  di-sagrGealrlo  £or  oul-'^ide 
work. 

The  water  reports  continue  fairly  favorable,,  and  if  the  present 
rate  of  precipitation  continues  we  should  have  sufficient  water  foi*  all 
the  crops  this  year* 

(L,L,  Corbett)* 

l^regque  Tsle,  Mq_.  for  the  reek  et?Aing,A;£rJ,]^^._^Si-^. 

The  weather  has  been  very  good  for  the  past  week*    The  sno?/  is 
going  rapidly  and  the  roads  ax'e  get^^ing  in  be-'>.tsr  conds.tion.    M^'st  nf 
the  traffic  is  now  moving  otxi  whe^r^s. 

Potatoes  are  selling  for  from  $7eOO  to  $7*50  prj?  barrel*  Several 
buyers  are  here  f*'om  the  West^  whLCh  partly  tt/^.r>.?rarfr,  f:..r  the  junp 
from  $5*00  t9  $7.00  per  barrel  in  the  lact  '?^h:ves  wsr-kso    One  hundred 
barrels  of  potatoes  were  sold  from  ovx  siu'plus  .-^tc.-^.k  last  v/eek  fcr  ^6,50 
per  barrel ?  the  sane  r-tock  sold  last  fall  fr..-  $2c75  pe-  barrel.  There 
was  no  rot  during  the  winter  * 

The  1917»1319  seedlings  have  been  treated* 

(PrM,.  Lombard). 
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I  am  receiving  letters  from  grC'Wers  v;ho  will  fiirnish  seed  stock  and 
I  am  crdsring  the  required  amoim"'-  and  sending:  cat  attached  instractions 
t<?  gr.^owerso    Those  from  whom  piirchases  are  being  icade  are  requested  to 
ship  their  stock  so  that  it  will  be  available  for  seed  treatment  the 
first  week  in  Iv3ay. 

(J,&,  Milward)# 

Waghingt ^n J? , C ,  Net q s,  Acril  Q.  1920. 

The  writer  h^s  spent  the  greater  portion  of  the  last  two  weeks  at 
the  Arlington  Farm  in  planting  an  experimental  plot  of  Irish  Cobbler  and 
in  preparing  seed  stock  for  shipment  to  outside  points* 

Shipments  of  Seedling  No.  3S774  were  packed  for  St,  Albans,  Vermont; 
Spooner,  Wisconsin;  and  Grand  Hapids,  Minnesota^    There  is  at  T:iand  a  suf- 
ficient quantity  cf  this  promisi:*g  new  po--,atc>  to  alls'.v  us  to  dike  quite 
extensive  trials  at  the  above  po?.ir^3,    C?he  tubers  ef  this  sef^diing  are 
remarkably  uniform  in  shape;  eve::^  the  overFised  speci-nens  cc?r.f.::irm  closely 
to  the  type«    Two  strains  of  Maine  ,e;r c/^:-!-*.  'i'r i^jiicph- b  were  als-s  t.'?cp-.ted  vith 
corrosive  subliirate  and  packed  for  Wisecnrin  and  Mirinoss'i-a.  tc^  be  grown 
in  coirparison  with  local  strains  ©f  tli.'.£S  samo  variot-yc    Iltm^rcus  .?>eq-iests 
from  other  government  offices  for?  soed  stock  have  '^jezzi  compli-.el  with 
wherever  possible* 

The  new  cold  storage  plant  has  proved  an  impCTtant  addition  to  our 
equipment,  the  seed  stock  keeping  perfectly  dcrmanV.  and  in  ezcellent  con- 
dition. 

(JoWo  Wellington). 

FMhington  DrC«  Notes  ig^ril  9.  iq20«. 

The  weather  this  week  has  been  coldj  and  -anfavcrable  to  plant  growth. 
The  high  cost  and  scarclt-y  of  seed  potatoes  is  resnlting  in  numerous  re- 
quests for  seed  from  parties  ?.n  all  sections  of  the  country.    Some  of  these 
correspondents  also  desire  infc-rmation  in  regard       the  use  of  potato  eyes 
and  the  best  method  Qf  preserv:-ng  them  until  desired  for  use. 

Mr.  Theron  McCampbell  of  EolmdeX,  N.  J.  was  in  the  city  this  week. 
He  advises  us  that  the  seasc-n  is  backward  in  his  locality,  but  that  he 
hopes  to  have  the  land,  intended  for  <rar  experimental  work,  ready  to  use 
on  the  12th* 

This  morning U  Washington  Post  announces  that  potatoes  are  selling  in 
Chicago  at  from  $7. CO  to  $7.33  P©^  h\mdred\''eight.    idvices  from  Aroostook 
County,  Ifeine,  are  to  the  effect  «hat  prices  have  junked  from  $G.50  to  $S.OO 
per  bar^'el^  to  th3  grrweis. 

(Wm.  Sttiart)* 
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Greeley «  Colo« 


April  12.  iqgQ. 


On  Saturday,  April  10,  we  had  a  heavy  snowfall  -»  7-g  inc|ies  -  that 
almost  approached  a  "blizzard.    Associated  with  it  was  an  electrical  stonn, 
something  I  believe  that  is  of  rare  occ-urrence* 

We  have  "been  sorting  and  arranging  our  seed  for  planting  the  various 
experiments.  Today  we  cleaned  the  oats  preparatory  to  seeding  and  if  the 
weather  permits,  will  seed  both  the  oats  and  alfalfa  this  week. 

We  sold  20  sacks  of  potatoes  on  April  10,  which  brought  $1^+6.90.  It 
is  "believed  that  there  are  not  over  eight  or  ten  cars  of  potatoes  left  for 
shipment  in  the  Greeley  district. 

(W.C,  Edmundson). 

Jerome,  Id&ho#  For  the  week  ending;  April  10.  1920. 

The  weather  conditions  have  been  fairly  favorable  and  we  have  continued 
farming  operations  during  the  weak.    We  have  been  ccrrugating  our  crop 
land  this  week  and  hope  to  complete  this  wcrk  in  a  day  or  two. 

I  have  made  every  effort  to  secure  more  strains  of  seed  potatoes  but 
all  lots  thus  far  located  are  of  the  same  stock  as  those  we  already  have, 
but  not  so  good.  Prof.  Bennett  reported  that  he  would  send  me  a  few  lots 
but,  to  date,  they  have  not  come  to  handr 

The  water  reports  are  looking  more  favorable  at  the  present  time  as 
there  has  been  considerable  precipitation  in  the  m^^untains  and  the  natural 
flow  in  the  cooley  is  a  little  above  normal.    The  mc-st  unfavorable  feature 
is  the  continued  high  winds,  which,  of  course,  take  much  of  the  soil  moisture* 

(L,L.  Corbett). 

Presque  Isle,  Me.  For  the  week  ending  April  10.  19^0* 

With  the  exception  of  a  small  snow  squall  Thursday,  the  weather  for  the 
past  week  has  been  very  pleasant.    The  snow  is  nearly  gone  on  the  highways, 
and  *lth  the  frost  coming  ou:;  of  the  ground,  the  traveling  is  very  bad* 

In  previous  years,  especially  throughout  the  mOnth  of  April,  it  was 
an  easy  matter  to  pick  up  se>.reral  hraidj'ed  or  even  several  thousand  barrels 
of  potatoes  frrm  most  any  sec\icao    Ac  tnis  writing,  about  all  of  the  avail- 
able stock  has  been  purchased  but  there  is  still  considerable  stock  to  be 
moved. 

The  price  of  potatoes  has  steadily  advanced  until  $9«50  per  barrel  was 
reached  Friday^    On  Saturday  the  market  was  off  a  littles  due  to  the  general 
unsettled  condition  of  the  railroads*    Hea,vy  buying  by  western  firms  whose 
representatives  have  been  here  for  several  weeks,  has  no  dciibt  caused  the 
rapid  rise  in  the  price  of  potatoes. 
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On  Aroostook  Farm  we  h<:-ve  treated  considerc^ble  stock  und  put  up  all 
of  the  spring  orders*    The  stock  has  kept  in  good  condition  this  winter* 
Very  little  dry  rot  has  "been  fo\jnd  and  for  the  most  part  is  confined  to 
the  last  material  harvested* 

(P«M,  Lombard)-. 

Stillwater.  Okla>  F^r  the  week  ending  April  10.  1,920. 

Our  potatoes  were  planted  March  15?         and  17»    There  are  two  plots, 
each  v;ith  rows  100  feet  long,  one  plot  containing  5  rows  of  each  lot, 
the  other  3  rows,  making  a  total  of  l6  lots.    Only  one  plot  is  to  be  ir- 
rigated.   The  rows,  which  are  3  l/2  feet  apart,  were  opened  with  a  middle 
buster  and  covered  with  the  same  implement.    The  potatoes  were  planted 
between  4  and  5  inches  deep  and  15  inches  apart  in  the  rcw» 

A  good  rain  fell  one  week  after  planting  and  there  has  been  more  rain 
since.    As  a  result  of  very  cold  and  unfavorable  weather,  the  tubers  have 
laid  in  the  ground  almost  dormant ♦ 

(C#W»  Rapp), 

College  Station.  Texas.  For  the  week  ending  April  10^  1920 > 

Our  potatoes  were  planted  in  duplicate  series;  the  first  going  in 
on  February  23th,  and  the  second,  on  March  Istt    These  two  series  axe  on 
slightly  different  soils  and  each  represents  a  large  area  in  this  section* 
Most  varieties  were  up  to  a  fair  stand  by  April  1st,  although  there  are 
many  still  coming.    Sprouting  has  been  slow,  owing  to  unusually  cold 
weather  and  drought*    On  the.  night  of  April  kth,  we  had  a  severe  frdst 
which  CRused  some  injury  to  about  fifty  per  cent  of  the  plants,  Under 
proper  growing  conditions,  however,  they  will  quickly  recover  from  thi© 
injury* 

(A,T*  Potts), 

.Srooner.  Wise.  For  the  week  ending  April  10^  1920 «_ 

At  this  date,  seed  stock  is  being  received  at  the  Spooner  Branch  Sta- 
tion from  potato  growers  in  Wisconsin  who  will  furnish  stock  for  the  seed 
trials  conducted  cooperatively  with  the  United  States  Department  of  Agri- 
culture* 

An  effort  has  been  made  to  secure  the  most  promising  strains  of  cer- 
tified seed  raised  during  the  season  of  1919*    In  the  selection  of  this 
stock,  the  certification  records  have  been  examined  and  growers  selected 
on  the  bu,sis  of  these  records* 

The  interest  in  better  seed  stock  is  advancing  in  the  state.    At  this 
diite,  special  potato  institutes  are  being  held  in  the  inportant  potato 
^growing  counties  of  the  state.    Special  attention  is  being  given  to  matters 
pertaining  to  seed  treatment  and  other  problems  concerned  in  handling  seed 
potatoes* 
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Application  bli^nks  have  been  plc?..ced  in  the  hands  of  potato  growers  f 
for  the  1920  seed  potato  inspection  service*    There  has  been  an  increas- 
ed interest  in  seed  potato  inspection  and  the  Inspection  Service  ex- 
pects at  least  three  hmdred  growers  to  apply  for  this  service  for  1920« 

The  regular  acreage  of  potatoes  will  "be  maintained  in  Wisconsin* 
In  certain  older  sections  of  the  state,  there  probably  will  be  a  slight 
decrease  in  acreage,  but  this  will  be  more  than  compensated  for  by  the 
new  land  which  will  come  under  development, 

(j»(r,  Milward)* 

Washington^  D>p*  Notes  For  the  week  ending  April  10.  1920 » 

The  writer  *s  time  for  the  past  week  has  been  spent  in  the  office 
in  the  preparation  of  a  card  index  for  the  Potato  I^gazine;  in  the 
translation  of  that  portion  of  a  German  text  which  concerns  varietal 
resistance  to  scab  £»-nd  scurf  diseases;  and  in  planning  a  trip  to 
Louisiana  and  Texas  points.    The  min  object  of  the  journey  will  be 
the  taking  of  notes  on  germinationj  health  and  general  condition  of 
the  experimental  potatoes.    It  is  planned  for  the  writer  to  visit  the 
potato  growing  sections  about  Brownsville  and  San  Benito,  Texas,  in 
order  to  study  harvesting  and  shipping  operations  which  are  now  in  pro- 
gress at  these  points,  and,  if  possible,  to  Bec\are  some  photographs  of 
these  subjects,  . 

(J.W.  Wellington)* 

Washington,  D.C.  Notes  For  the  week  ending  April  10 >  1920 » 

We  are  still  waiting  word  from  Mr*  McCampbell  to  go  to  Holmdel 
for  the  purpose  of  planting  the  seedlings  that  are  to  be  tested  on 
his  farm* 

The  weather  continues  cool  and  vegetation  is  very  much  retarded 
in  consequence ♦ 

The  movie  picture  film  of  potato  cultural  operations  taken  in 
Maine  last  season  is  being  provided  with  legends  and  the  various  scenes 
assembled  in  proper  sequence.    It  is  going  to  be  an  extremely  interest- 
ing film  as  most  of  the  cultural  operations  depicted  are  unus"ually  good. 

The  price  of  seed  and  table  stock  is  still  soaring.    Seed  potatoes 
are  quoted  in  the  Washington  market  at  $ll+.00  per  I50  pound  sack  for 
No.  1  Wkine  grown  Irish  Cobblers,  and  are  retailing  at  $1.50  per  peck. 
Retail  prices  for  table  stodf;  range  from  $1.20  to  $1.50  per  peck. 

For  the  past  week  Marine  shippers  have  been  furnishing  from  l/3 
to  1/2  the  total  daily  carlot  movement  of  potatoes  in  the  United  States. 


(Wm.  Stuart). 
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Fayetteville.  Ark, 


A-pril  12,  1Q20. 


The  potatoes  have  been  planted  only  a  little  over  a  week..    The  de- 
lay has  "been  due  to  cold  rainy  weather.    Since  planting  the  weather  has 
been  so  cold  that  germination  is  very  slow  indeed.    The  several  lots 
of  potatoes  were  planted  in  single  blocks  of  five  rows  each  and  about  700 
feet  long.    There  are  four  check  blocks.    The  soil  is  about  as  uniform 
as  could  be  obtained  in  this  country. 

(J,R,  Cooper). 

Greeley.  Colo*  ,  For  the  week  ending  April  17,  1920, 

Again  I  must  state  that  we  are  hc-ving  wintry  weather.    Snow  start- 
ed falling  early  on  Saturday  morning,  April  17th,  and  it  has  not  stop- 
ped up  to  the  present  time.    We  have  so  far  at  least,  two  feet  of  snow 
on  the  level,  and  the  prospects  are  good  for  more.    During  the  snow 
storm  of  April  10,  three  people  were  frozen  to  death  in  Colorado,  in- 
cluding a  professor  of  physics  at  the  University  of  Colorado.    It  is 
feared  th^t  the  sheep  feeders  may  suffer  heavy  losses  because  of  the 
deep  snows* 


A  considerable  beet  acreage  has  been  planted  and  a  good  portion  of 
the  grain  has  been  sown* 

From  all  indications  we  will  not  be  able  to  sow  our  oats  for 
another  week  or  two,  as  the  soil  did  not  dry  sufficiently  to  allow  us 
to  float  the  land  and  finish  the  seed  bed  preparation. 

Some  seed  potatoes  were  sent  last  week  to  the  Utah  Agricultural 
Experiment  Station,  to  the  Cheyenne  Substation  at  Archer,  Wyoming, 
and  to  iv^r.  L.  C.  Aicher,  Superintendent  of  the  Aberdeen  Substation, 
Abterdeen,  Idaho, 

(W.C.  Edimmdson), 

Jerome.  Idaho.  For  the  week  ending  April  17,  1920. 

During  the  week  the  weather  conditions  have  been  considerably  un- 
settled for  the  northwest;  about  3/^  i^ch  of  rain  fell  during  the  week 
and  high  winds  prevailed. 

Qui'  potato  land  has  been  plowed  and  harrowed  and  we  are  ready  to 
begin  planting  as  soon  as  the  time  comes  to  do  so. 

The  oats  are  coming  up  nicely ♦    We  have  used  no  irrigation  water 
as  yet,  although  it  is  available  as  soon  as  it  is  needed,  which  will 
probably  be  during  the  coming  week. 

We  are  preparing  the  land  set  aside  for  use  of  the  University  of 
Idaho,  and  will  assist  in  planting  when  those  in  charge  are  ready. 
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I'^,  G.  H.  Godfrey  of  the  Depc-rtment  of  Pcithology  arrived  in  Jerome- 
during  the  week  and  went  to  Tvvin  Falls  to  confer  with  Prof,  Smith  in  re- 
gard to  the  work  they  are  to  begin  here  this  yedir. 

(L,L,  Corbett), 

Belt  on  Raage>  La.  April  20.  1920. 

I  have  just  been  favored  by  a  visit  from  Mr*  Wellington  i^nd  we 
worked  all  d^y  yesterday  on  potato  plots.    I  am  sorry  that  I  have  not 
had  an  opportunity  to  give  you  more  information  about  the  potatoes. 
Mr,  Wellington  can  tell  you  about  what  I  have  to  contend  with  under 
present  conditions, 

(G»L,  Tiebout). 

Calhoun.  La.  April  l6.  1920. 

The  first  series  of  plots  were  planted  llarch  9th»  Each  plat  con- 
sisted of  3  rows,  3i'  feet  apc^rt,  and  210  feet  long.  The  second  series 
of  plats  are  the  same  as  the  first  series  and  were  planted  March  15« 

The  land  was  harrcfwed  on  March  27th  and  on  April  I6  the  rows  were 
barred  off  with  a  turning  plow  and  the  dirt  thrown  back  again.    This  was 
done  to  loosen  up  the  baked  soil. 

On  March  26th  the  first  series  of  plats  began  to  show  germination 
and  on  April  2nd  plants  began  to  appear  in  the  second  series  cf  plats* 
All  of  the  plants  are  fairly  vigorous  and  are  beginning  to  show  a  better 
color  since  we  have  had  a  few  days  of  sunshine. 

Minimum  teii5)erature,  April  1  to  12,  was  26^  P. 

Maximum  temperature,  April  1  to  12,  was  7^°  F, 

(G.D.  Cain). 

PresQue  Isle.  Me.  ?or  the  week  ending  April  17.  1920. 

The  weather  has  been  very  unsettled  with  considerable  rain  for  the 
past  week.    The  roads  are  in  very  bad  condition. 

The  market  still  holds  strong.    Potatoes  were  selling  Saturday  for 
from  $9.00  to  $9.50  per  barrel,  f .o.b.    Several  farmers  refused  to  ac- 
cept $10.00  per  barrel.    I  have  heard  indirectly  that  contracts  are  being 
placed  for  $3.00  per  barrel  fo*'  fall  delivery. 

We  hope  to  finish  selecting  seed  and  treating  with  Bichloride  of 
mercury  Wednesday, 
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^ICt       C,  Oannineh^m,  P<::-thologist  of  the  Dominion  Experimental 
Farms,  rredsricton.  Ilew  Brunswick,  was  In  town  Satiarday.    He  has  ar- 
ranged to  exchange  wi-ih  us  several  varieties  of  potatoes  relatively 
free  from  disease. 

(P.M.  Lombard). 

Madison^  Wise*  For  the  week  ending  Aigril  17»  1Q20» 

Wisconsin  potato  growers  have  started  the  season^ s  work  this  week 
"  in  the  matter  of  seed  potato  treatment  with  corrosive  sublimate  for  the 
prevention  of  scab  and  blac^  scurf* 

Nec^rly  all  the  table  stock  has  been  sold,  a  relatively  small  number 
of  cars  being  in  the  hands  of  dealers  and  shippers*  Prices  to  the  grow- 
er have  ranged  around  $6,00  per  cwt> 

An  inspection  of  conditions  in  central  Wisconsin  in  the  old  potato 
belt  shows  that  grcvers  are  abandoning  such  non-standard  varieties  aa 
Gold  Mine,  Late  Pride,  National,  and  Clark^s.    ITie  Experiment  Station 
has  conducted  a  vigorous  campaign  for  several  years  for  the  elimination 
of  non- standard  varieties  and  reports  with  very  much  satisfaction  the 
elimination  of  these  non-*standard  sorts  in  favor  of  tho  standard  market 
varieties. 

The  Rural  New  Yorker,  Russet  Hural,  and  King^s  will  be  planted 
largely  in  the  central  Wisconsin  belt,    f/^ny  Hciral  New  Yorker  and  Green 
Mountain  centers  have  been  established  in  the  nc^trarn  belts  of  th<=5 
state.    About  a  ncrml  acreage  of  the  early  varieties  will  b-3  planted, 
including  the  Triumph,  Early  Ohio,  and  Irish  Cobbler, 

,  ,  The  work  on  collection  of  stock  for  the  government  cooperative  fields 
is-  progressing  and  all  stock  will  be  assembled  at  Spooner  by  May  1st, 

(J,G»  Milward), 

Washington.  D.Cv  Notes  For  the  week  ending  A-cril  17 >  1Q20.,, 

The  freight  embargo  on  the  Nev;  Yorkj  New  Eaven  ard  Hartford  Bail- 
road  has  completely  arrested  the  movement  of  seed  potatoes  from  f.laine 
to  New  Jersey  and  Long  Island  growers,    a  long  distance  call  from  Red 
Bank,  New  Jersey,  and  a  lengthy  telegram  to  the  Department,  urging  that 
every  effort  be  ;i^ds  to  prevail  upon  the  railroad  officials  to  promptly 
move  all  seed  potatoes  new  en  route  to  ihoiL  was  received  cn  the  19th. 
The  seriousness  of  any  extended  delay  in  the  delivery  of  seed  potatoes 
is  accentuated  by  the  lateness  of  the  season,  as  the  crop  is  ordinarily 
planted  by  this  time. 

Light  shipments  and  sky-rocket  prices  seem  to  be  the  order  of  the 

day. 


A  letter  from  G«  W.  Wa^ller,  Hastings,  Florida,  -under  ds-te  of  April  1^+, 
contd-ins  the  following  interesting  stc-tement :    "I       ^Irez-d^  in  the  potato 
game  h£-ndling      few  cars  from  the  Melboiorne  section  which  sold  on  track 
today  s.t  .$1S»00  per  barrel  for  No.  I's;  ^15-00  for  No,  2»st  ^nd  $9.00  for 
No*  3's»    Hwvd  it  not  been  for  eubc^rgoes  on  £-11  of  the  principa,!  iiiLrkets, 
they  wonld  h^tve  brought  at  least  $2,00  a  b-irrel  more  on  -*11  grades^ 

I  think  the  movement  v^ill  sti.rt  from  Hastings  in  a  limited  way  the 
last  week  in  this  month*    The  gener-^l  movement  will  not  begin  before  F^y  10, 
c*nd  from  then  on  it  will  be  quite  heavy  if  labor  i^nd  transportation  condi- 
tions become  settled  so  we  can  move  oiir  crop,"    Mr.  Waller  further  says> 
"it  locks  as  if  there  was  going  "io  be  a  good  crop  and  a  fine  qtui-lity  onei" 

Under  date  of  April  18,  Daaisl  Dean  of  Nichols,  New  York,  says;  "I  am 
' daylight- saving'here  on  the  farm  this  spring  by  the  process  of  running 

a  tractor  till  dark,  Am  doing  the  work  on  three  farms  with  only  one 

man  hired>  together  with  a  very  small  amount;  of  day  help,  that,  since  IS90 
and  until  I9IS  had  four  men  every  year  and  often  five  regularly,  besides, 
extrtv  labor.    To  make  it  worse,  the  war  has  so  disorganized  my  rotations 
that  90  ccres  in  all  need  plowing  this  year.    With  the  tractor  I  hope  to 
get  in  70  S'Cres  of  crops,  and  possibly  some  more." 

Owing  to  heavy  rains  Tuesday  miorning  it  was  impossible  to  plant  at 
Holmdel  this  week.    We  now  plan  to  be  at  Holmdel  on  Monday  and  Tuesday. 

The  weather  turned  warmer  on  Wednesday,  the  21st,  and  we  are  now  en- 
joying real  summer  tenperatui'e. 

(Wm.  S^iuart), 

Ifravel  Notes.  April  2Q,  1Q20, 

Arrived  in  Baton  Houge,  La,,  Sunday  evening,  April  1S<,    ?he  wsather 
was  hot,  humid  and  threatening,  but  fortunately  cleared  sufficiently  on 
Monday  to  enable  note  taking.    The  general  ccndibicn  of  the  potatoes  was 
excellent;  the  plants  were  about  12  to  I5  inches  tallj  vigorous,  green  in 
color,  and  had  received  very  good  cultural  care.    Ho'.vever,  there  were  many 
missing  hills,  especially  in  rows  which  happened  to  lie  in  lower  situa- 
tions,   Coi^ts  v/ere  taken  of  actual  nuiiiDer  of  plants,  and  of  missing  hills. 

The  Mosaic  disease  is  decidedly  the  most  serious  proMem  of  the  south- 
ern grower  of  Irish  pot=vtoes,  particularly  the  Triu:ij:h  variety.    The  Nebras- 
ka strains  at  Baton  Rou.ge  are  apparently  m-uch  less  infected  with  this 
disease  than  the  Wisconsin  or  Minnesota.    C*ne  Nebraska  lot  was  found  to  b© 
practically  free  at  this  stage,,  while  a  lo«  from  iv^i>-ir°GCta  contained  over 
fifty  per  cent  seriously  in^iured  plants.    These  drlvaigences  will  become 
more  marked  vdth  further  development  of  vines  and  7v'TiC2r  would  expect  cer^ 
tain  lots  to  approach  lOOfo  infection. 

Left  Baton  Rouge,  Monday  evening  for  Brownsville,  Texas,  to  make  ob- 
servations on  the  early  potato  industry  in  tho-t  section. 


(J.W,  Wellington), 
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Greeley.  Colo* 


April  26.  1920» 


Owing  to  the  heavy  snows  of  April  17,  IS,  and  I9,  we  were  obliged  to 
construct  a  snow  plow  to  open  the  roads  leading  to  tovm. 

Three  boxes  of  seedlings  were  received  from  Washington  last  week,  as 
well  as  twenty-five  po-ori.ds  of  Idaho  Rural s  from  Mr,  F.  V/»  Cater,  of  Barley, 
Idaho.    Three  toxes  of  Charles  Downing  were  sent  from  Greeley  to  Vlr*  P*  M* 
Lombard,  Presque  isle,  IViainej  to  be  used  in  the  potato  breeding  work  at 
the  lls^ine.  Station. 

We  are  planning  to  cooperate  vdth  County  Agent  Wm*  O.  Sauder,  of  the 
San  Luis  Valley  potato  section  in  seed-plot  work,    I/ir.  Sauder  expects  to 
have  at  least  one  hundred  acres  in  his  seed  plots  this  year.    We  are  also 
planning  to  cooperate  with  Mr»  Lou  D.  Sweet  in  his  seed^-plot  work  at 
Carbondale,  Colorado.    Mr.  Sweet  was  a  visitor  at  the  Station  last  week. 

(W#  C.  Edmunds  on). 

Calhoun.  La>  April  20,  1920, 

Vie  have  had  several  warm  sunshiny  days  and  the  potatoes  look  a  100 
per  cent  better  than  on  the  l6th.    The  germination  is  also  from  10  to  20 
per  cent  better. 

(GeD.  Cain). 

Aroostook  Farm.  Presgue  Isle,  Me.       For  the  week  ending  April  2k,  1920. 

The  v\;eather  for  the  past  week  was  very  pleasant  until  Friday  when  it 
began  to  rain  and  at  noon  turned  to  snow  and  continued  until  Sijnday  night* 
Polly  a  foot  of  snow  fell*    We  expected  to  get  on  the  field  to  haul  off 
rocks  about  ?/ednesday;  it  looks  now  as  if  we  couldnH  get  on  the  field  at. 
all  this  week. 

We  finished  treating  seed  Wednesday  and  the  balance  of  the  week  was 
used  in  checking  up  some  of  the  lots  and  cutting  seed* 

I  have  not  oeen  very  successful  in  finding  extra  land  near  Aroostook 
Farm  for  our  seed  development  work.  Can  get  up  to  5  acres  from  Hoyte  and 
Kneeland  for  $50.00  per  acre,  sod  land,  dressed  and  plowed  last  fall. 

The  fertilizer  situation  is  very  serious.    A  great  many  farmers  have 
not  recei-wed  a  pound  at  this  time  and  several  have  become  discouraged,  sold 
their  seed  for  $10.00  per  barrel  and  are  planning  to  sow  oats  and  seed 
down  to  grass. 

Several  lots  of  seedlings  in  the  greenhouse  will  be  ready  to  pot  this 

^week. 

(P.M,  Lombard)* 
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Stillwater.  Oklahoma.  April  21.  iq20. 

The  first  plants  appeared  on  April  15^^)         month  after  planting* 
There  was  a  small  percentage  of  rotting  due  to  our  c«sfi  backward  spring. 
The  weather  now  is  warm  and  windy #    The  plants  are  gradually  coming 
through  but  we  nsed  rain? 

Lots  Nos.  7  ^nd  10  show  the  best  percentage  of  germination  toc3ay, 
about  33^ •    Other  lots,  especially  Oklahoma  grown  seed,  will  not  run  5^t 
The  plants  range  from  those  just  coming  through  to  some  almost  3  inches 
high^ 

(C,W.  Eapp), 

Madison^  Wisconsin*  For  the  week  ending  April  2k,  1920» 

The  State  IVfe-rket  Division  has  recently  conducted  hearings  in  the  state 
to  investigate  the  cost  of  raising  potatoes  in  1919»    '^^^  testimony  given 
by  growers  showed  costs  ranging  from  $100  to  $135  P®^  acre  for  growing 
the  crop, 

A  very  large  percentage  of  the  crop  sold  at  the  earlier  prices  rang- 
ing aroijnd  $2,00  per  hvndred.    The  early  demand  for  Wisconsin  potatoes 
was  heavy  and  the  1/Visccnsin  crop  probably  reached  more  distant  markets 
than  usual « 

Attention  has  been  called  to  the  unusually  light  crop  of  potatoes  in 
states  where  the  crop  is  not  grown  for  market  but  for  home  consumption. 
The  unusual  demand  for  potatoes  from  these  sections  undoubtedly  reduced 
the  stock  in  Wisconsin  potato  growing  and  shipping  centers  early  in  the 
f;eason. 

At  a  recent  series  of  special  potato  institutes  held  in  central  ?/is- 
consin,  attention  was  called  to  coii5>arative  yields  harvested  last  year 
from  government  trial  plots  on  the  Spooner  Branch  Station*    Potato  grow- 
ers in  central  Wisconsin  are  interested  in  securing  a  digjlication  of  this 
kind  of  work  under  central  Wisconsin  conditions* 

(J.G,  Milward), 

Washington  and  New  Jersey  Notes «  April  30.  1920j^ 

The  weather  remains  cool.    Heavy  showers  occurred  Monday  afternoon 
followed  by  light  drizzling  intermittent  ■showers  throughout  the  night 
and  Tuesday,    The  writer  left  Sunday  night  for  Ramanessin  Farm,  Holmdel, 
N«  J,,  and  on  Monday  was  fortunate  enough  to  get  the  69  seedlings  plant- 
ed before  dark.    lAickily  the  rain  held  off  until  after  the  work  was  com* 
pleted.    Reports  indicate  that  the  New  Jei^sey  potato  acreage  will  be  quite 
materially  curtailed  through  th©  failure  of  certain  railroads  to  nake 
^  proir5>t  delivery  of  Maine  grown  seed  stock.    The  fertilizer  situation  ie 
also  about  as  serious  as  that  of  the  seed.    It  is  estimated  that  as  a  re- 
sult of  these  two  conditions,  -  lack  of  seed  and  fertilizer,  -  the  early 
potato  acreage  will  be  cut  fully  one  third.    Another  feature  of  the  New 
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Jersey  situation  that  is  causing  deep  concern,  on  the  part  of  imny  of  the 
growers  is  that  of  the  lateness  of  the  season,  -  delays  in  the  receipt 
of  seed  or  fertilizer  and  bad  weather  is  prolonging  the  planting  season 
beyond  what  is  considered  the  safety  limit  for  that  section.     It  is 
generally  recognized  that  early  potatoes  planted  after  April  23  to  Mbj  1 
are  not  as  certd-in  to  produce  a  good  crop  as  those  that  are  planted  before 
April  254    Tne  reason  for  this  is  that  the  late  planted  crop  is  reach 
more  likely  x,o  be  injured  jy  the  hot  weav-her  in  July,  than  those  planted 
early  as  the  latter  hca.Te  usually  made  their  crop  before  this  time. 

Two  re-named  lots  of  seed  stock  v\fere . received  from  two  supposedly 
reputable  seed  firms  this  weeki    One  lot  ordered  under  the  name  of  Early 
Surprise  proved  to  be  a  memiDer  of  the  Eural  group,  while  the  other  ad- 
vertised as  Early  Fairmont  proved  on  examinationp  when  received,  'to  be 
Irish  Cobbler,    f/hile  both  offenses  should  be  regarded  as  reprehensible » 
the  first  one  cited  is  the  most  flagrant  because  a  late  maturing  variety 
is  being  sent  out  as  an  early  variety.    It:  is  hoped  that  some  day  public 
opinion  will  become  so  strong  in  opposition  to  such  practices  as  to  result 
in  the  enactment  of  a  law  nuking  it  a  punishable  offense  to  attach  new 
names  to  old  varieties, 

A  letter  from  Proi  -        Cf>  Johnson  the  early  part  of  the  week  advised 
this  office  that  germination  notes  on  the  experimental  potatoes  at  the 
Virginia  Truck  Exper::ment  Station  could  be  taken  the  latter  part  of  this 
week  or  the  beginning  of  next*    The  writer  plans  to  leave  for  Norfolk  on 
Sunday  evening • 

(Wm,  Stuart), 

Travel  Notes*  From  the  21st  to  the  26th  of  A-pril< 

Brovmsville  District.  Texas*  -  The  two  principal  truck  crops  in  the 
lower  Rio  Grande  Valley  in  the  vicinity  of  Brownsville,  Texas,  are  Irish 
potatoes  and  cabbage  with  tomatoes,  melons,  onions,  and  other  vegetables 
in  lesser  quantities.    Distant  markets,  a  single  railroad,  and  a  poorly 
developed  irrigation  system  are  the  limiting  factors.    FurthernmrG,  the 
valley  is  occasionally  swept  by  cold  freezing  winds  just  at  the  time-  the 
winter  crops  are  imking  their  growth*    The  soil  is  naturally  fertile,  deep, 
easily  tilled  and  required  no  fertiliier  to  produce  satisfactory  crops, 
but  with  all  this  there  is  really  only  a  very  small  percentage  of  the 
available  land  under  actual  production*    All  the  water  used  in  the  valley 
is  purqped  from  the  river  and  this  tends  to  nB-ke  irrigation  costly  and 
somewhat  uncertain. 

The  most  important  single  development  project  in  potato  production 
is  that  of  the  Southmost  Plantation  Co.,  located  about  ten  miles  down 
river  from  Brownsville*    This  company  has  its  own  pucping  and  irrigating 
plant,  and  other  necessary  equipment  even  to  a  store  for  the  Mexican  em- 
^  ployees.    This  company  is  growing  55O  acres  of  Triumph  potatoes  this  year, 
on  land  which  last  August  was  covered  with  mesquite  brush.  Harvesting 
operations  were  in  full  progress  on  April  22j  potatoes  were  graded  into 
two  sizes,  market  and  culls.    The  crop  was  only  yielding  from  35  to  SC 
bushels  per  acre,  b!ut  was  made  profitable  by  a  price  of  $8.75  per  100 
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pounds,  fio,b»  at  the  plantation*    On  accomit  of  proximity  to  Mexico  and 
the  fact  that  the  Rio  Grande  is  shallow  at  this  point,  there  is  no  dearth 
of  Mexican  laloor  at  $1»50  P^^  ^^y>  withoub  boards 

The  potatoes  were  attrtctive  in  color,  typical  of  the  variety  and 
free  from  skin  dise^^^-ses  bai;  ran  a  trifle  siijall  in  size.    Part  of  thd  crop 
was  being  handled  in  liainpers  containing  57  p^J^^ds  net,  part  in  two- bushel 
sacks*    Throughout  the  valley  about  75^  oi  the  crop  is  shipped  in  sacks # 

The  writer  was  extended  every  courtesy  oy  the  manager,  !1r*       A,  Burns 
and  had  an  opportunity  to  see  the  various  stages  of  development  from  raw 
land,  covered  with  brush,  to  the  tilled  potato  fields.    Also  had  the  plea^ 
sure  of  meeting  Messrs,  Weil,  Crockett,  and  Ray,  all  ovnners  in  this  enter- 
prise. 

College  Station.  Texas ♦  •  Saturday,  April  2Uth  was  spent  at  College 
Station  in  taking  records  on  our  experimental  potatoes.    The  growth  of  the 
plants  was  not  Very  satisfactory  due  to  an  extended  period  of  drought*  The 
only  rain  that  has  fallen  at  this  point  since  planting  was  on  April  25th 
and  it  is  probable  that  this  unfavorable  condition  has  now  been  relieved* 

Trour.  Tey^s.  «-  The  potatoes  at  Tro\:^  were  in  splendid  condition; 
there  was  a  fine  germination  in  all  lots  and  plants  throughout  the  field 
were  making  a  healthy  vigoro'is  growth.    The  potatoes  broke  through  the  soil 
Just  following  the  severe  freeze  of  April  hth  and  were  therefore  uninjured 
and  suffered  no  setback.    The  outlook  for  a  satisfactory  crop  is  most 
promising. 

Reached  Washington  Wednesday  evening,  April  28, 

(J,W.  Wellington), 

Mest  logfaj^  Arrli  27f  1920, 

bur  season  is  upwards  of  three  weeks  late  this  year  due  to  continued 
rains  and  low  teiqperature.    Very  little  spring  plowing  has  been  done  and 
the  schedule  of  spring  work  has  been  seriously  demoralized,  due  to  the 
unfavorable  weather  conditions  and  the  scarcity  of  lalior»    Farm  labor  is 
commanding  from  eighty  to  ninety  dollars  per  month  and  keep,  and  good  help 
is  difficult  to  secure  at  any  price. 

Early  Chios  are  selling  as  high  as  seven  dollars  per  bushel  for  seed 
and  some  of  the  growers  are  wondering  where  they  are  going  to  get  off  next 
fall  in  view  of  the  present  seed  situation  and  labor  conditions.    One  grow- 
er reported  to  me  that  he  was  offered  a  profit  of  $6,000  on  his  seed  for 
table  stock  and  decided  that  was  good  enough  for  him  so  that  he  is  out  of 
the  game  this  year.    Snow  flurries  today  and  prediction  for  frost  tonight, 

(A.T.  Erwin). 
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Greeley,  Colo» 


^7  }t  1920  > 


Weather  conditions  were  much  improved  during  the  past  week*  The 
soil  in  most  fields  is  in  splendid  condition  for  working* 

We  floated  the  oat  groimd  on  Friday  and  Saturday  and  are  seeding 
the  oats  and  alfalfa  today.    The  oats  were  treated  with  formaldehyde 
before  being  planted.    A  great  deal  of  our  young  alfalfa  has  winterkill- 
ed, and  we  were  obliged  to  do  some  re-seeding  this  spring.    Other  farms 
experienced  the  same  condition. 

Seed  for  the  greening  Experiment  has  been  put  in  flats  and  placed 
in  the  light  to  green.    We  are  using  Rural  New  Yorker  seed  this  year  and 
are  hoping  that  the  greening  will  hasten  maturity,  for  owing  to  the  late-  : 
ness  of  planting  in  the  Greeley  district  mch  of  the  crop  is  harvested 
immature • 

During  the  week  several  growers  asked  for  assistance  and  information 
and  a  number  of  visits  have  been  made*    A  number  of  fields  of  early  potato- 
es have  been  planted,  and  the  growers  are  going  to  try  to  get  their  crop 
on  the  early  market,  as  J^hey  expetct  a  high  price  for  the  early  crop* 


During  the  week  the  weather  conditions  have  been  unsettled  v/ith 
freezing  nights  and  some  snowt 

All  work  for  Prof.  Smith  and  Godfrey  in  preparing  and  planting  their 
experimental  plots  has  been  done. 

We  are  irrigating  the  alfalfa  with  a  good  head  of  water  and  at  present 
the  crop  is  doing  nicely* 

Oats  are  coming  nicely  and  this  year  the  alfalfa  seeding  is  coming  up 
with  the  grain  and  looks  like  a  good  stand* 


During  the  week  the  weather  conditions  have  been  fairly  favorable  for 
growing  crops,  we  have  continued  to  have  high  winds  which  has  dried  out  the 
top  soil  to  a  considerable  extent.    During  Friday  night  we  had  about  ■^• 
inch  of  precipitation  and  the  soil  at  this  time  is  in  fine  condition. 

During  the  week  we  have  been  irrigating  our  alfalfa  and  will  be  ready 
to  irrigate  the  oat  land  the  early  part  of  the  coming  week. 

Alfalfa  is  looking  well  throughout  the  tract  as  far  as  I  have  been 
able  to  observe,  and  grain  crops  are  coning  well,  with  most  of  the  seeding 
done  at  this  time* 


(W.C,  Edmundson) 


Jerome «  Idaho 


April  2U.  1920. 


May  1.  1920. 


(L.L.  Corbett). 
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Fayetteville,  Ark» 


April  28,  1920> 


Weather  conditions  here  have  continued  very  bad  for  potatoes.    The  " 
tenperatiire  has  been  low  alinost  contimally.    Our  potatoes  are  germinat- 
ing well  and  are  ready  to  break  thru  to  the  surface*    We  expect  to  har.vow 
and  then  start  cultivating  as  soon  as  we  can  see  the  rows*    Conditions  in 
the  southern  part  of  the?  state  have  continued  as  unfavorable  as  they  have 
here*    Some  of  the  potatoes  south  of  the  Arkansas  River  are  not  yei  plant- 
ed* 

Our  fruit  crop  is  coming  on  in  good  shape.    Apples  show  indications 
of  giving  us  a  better  crop  than  last  year.    Frost  has  done  us  practical- 
ly no  damage  as  far  as  they  are  concerned •    We  are  operating  about  fifty 
acres  of  bearing  orchard  besides  about  thirty  acres  of  new  orchard.  We 
have  been  fortunate  enough  to  recently  secure  a.  tract  of  land  for  variety 
work  on  which  we  are  testing  out  all  varieties  of  fruit  now  extant.  Our 
strawberry  crop  has  been  injured  fifteen  to  twenty  per  cent  by  the  freeze 
and  we  are  suffering  some  strawberry  weevil  damage. 


During  last  week  I  visited  the  Spooner  Branch  Station  to  check  over 
seed  stock  received  to  date  for  seed  trials  on  the  Spooner  Branch  Station 

We  have  received  to  date  about  fifteen  lots  of  Triunph,  ten  of 
Green  Movi7,tain»  four  of  Irish  Cobbler,  four  of  Early  Ohio  and  three  of 
Ihiral  New  Yorker, 

This  stock  has  been  secured  in  one  hundred  pound  samples.  Some  of 
the  samples  secured  are  from  growers  whose  stock  proved  satisfactory  in 
1919  ^nd  will  offer  an  opportunity  to  conipare  with  the  stock  grown  from 
the  same  source  last  season, 

I  met  the  growers  at  Ehinelander  who  have  sent  seed  this  year.  In 
connection  with  this  trip,  the  Oneida  0'ounty  grov^ers  met  at  Rhinelander 
and  organized  the  Oneida  County  Potato  Growers'  Association,    This  organ- 
ization is  similar  to  several  others  in  Wisconsin  organized  to  lead  in 
potato  development  work. 

Land  is  in  excellent  shape  for  fitting  and  potato  growers  in  the 
North  are  now  plowing  land  in  preparation  for  potatoes. 


(J,R,  Cooper), 


Wisconsin  Notes, 


my  1.  1920, 


(J,G,  Milward)* 


Aroostook  Farm.  Presgue  Isle.  Me, 


For  the  week  ending  fey  1,  1920, 


The  weather  for  the  past  week  has  been  very  cloudy  with  consider- 
able rain,    Roads  are  still  in  very  bad  condition. 
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Potatoes  are  selling  for  $10.00  per  bbl.  F.O.B,     Leaded  cars  $11.00 
per  bbl.  F»0,B, 

The  fertilizer  situatlo?^  is  still  bad  with  little  inprovement  dur- 
ing the  week* 

On  Aroostook  Farm  we  have  been  cutting  seed  potatoes  all  this  week> 
A  few  lots  of  seedlings  were  potted  off  in  the  Green  House* 

Dr.  Schultz  and  wife  arrived  from  V/ashington  Friday,  on  the  same 
day  Dr,  Zinn  and  Dr.  Falsom  arriv;©d  from  The  Waine  Experiment  Station* 

(P*M<  Lombard)* 

Nichols.  N.Y.  I^y  2.  1920* 

From  infornation  received  it  appears  that  northern  New  York, Aroostook 
County,  l<fe.ine,  and  several  western  potato  sections  are  better  off  for 
labor  than  in  other  farming  regions*    In  these  sections  there  is  a.  strong 
likelihood  that  there  will  be  little  or  no  reduction  in  potato  acreage* 
In  southern  New  York  and  nox^em  Pennsylvania,  a  rough  and  hilly  dairy 
section  which  grows  potatoes  as  a  secondary  source  of  revenue  to  that  of 
the  dairy  industry^  I  look  for  an  acreage  equal  to  that  of  last  year* 
Milk  is  so  low  priced  th^t  many  dairymen  are  cutting  down  their  dairies. 
This  tendency  along  with  that  of  the  rather  universal  use  of  No,  2  and 
No.  3  sized  potatoes  for  seed  purposes  makes  plenty  of  seed  available #  X 
know  of  a  Bradford  County  grower  who  has  sold  over  100  bushels  of  No.  3 
&ize  potatoes  for  seed  purposes.    Not  nuch  fertilizer  has  been  used  cn 
potatoes  in  this  section,  but  this  spring  the  dealers  report  record  break- 
ing orders*    An  order  for  S  bbls*  of  blue  vitriol  has  been  placed  by  the 
Farm  Bureau,    This  is  the  largest  amount  ever  ordered  in  the  County* 

(Daniel  Dean.) 

Washington.  P.O.  Notes  ^y  1.  1920* 

The  writer  spent  Monday  and  Tuesday  of  the  present  week  in  the 
Norfolk  District.    On  Monday  germination  notes  were  taken  on  the  experiment- 
al potatoes  planted  on  the  Virginia  Truck  Experiment  Station  at  Diamond 
Springs.    Some  interesting  data  is  being  obtained  on  the  I9I8  seed  stock* 
The  average  germination  of  this  stock  stored  at  32^F  was  96.2  per  cent, 
that  at  S^.3  per  cent,  while  those  stored  in  a  tenperature  ranging 

from  36  to  kO^  shov/ed  that  only  70.7  per  cent  of  the  seed  pieces  had  ger- 
minated to  date.    The  I9I9  seed  stored  at  the  same  tenperature  gave  the 
following  germination:-    95*2,  9^.3,  and  95.2  per  cent  germination.  In 
other  words  the  effect  of  the  higher  storage  tenjjerature  on  the  1919  seed 
had  apparently  not  affected  the  vigor  of  the  seed  stock.    The  growth  of 
these  plants  will  be  carefully  observed  throughout  the  growing  season* 

• 

The  potato  crop  in  the  Diamond  Springs  section  is  looking  fatrly  well, 
but  is  soixBwhat  backward*    The  average  height  of  the  plants  ranges  froip 
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3  to  5  inches*    Some  flea- "beetle  injury  was  notedt 

A  considerable  portion  of  the  Station  farm  is  planted  with  potatoes.^ 
Tuesday  forenoon  was  spent  in  the  Churchland  district  where  the 

crop  was  found  to  be  more  advanced,  about  two  weeks  I  should  say,  than 

that  around  Diamond  Springs. 

The  afternoon  was  devoted  to  securing  general  informtion  concern- 
ing the  crop  as  a  whole »    It  is  estinated  that  the  I920  potato  crop  in. 
the  Norfolk  district  will  be  considerably  larger  than  that  of  191^ « 
Careful  estimates  place  this  yearns  crop  at  1,000,000  barrels  as  against 
816,000  barrels  in  .l^Vh 

A  recent  note  in  the  New  York  Packer  intimates  that  the  Eastern 
Shore  of  Virginia  growers  are  finding  it  difficult  to  secure  enough 
potato  barrels  to  take  care  of  their  crop  even  at  a  price  of  fOtp  per 
barrel*    The  pre-war  price  of  barrels  throughout  this  section  was  about 
225^, 

Gool  weather  has  retarded  the  Norfolk  truck  crops..    A  light  frost 
the  morning  of  the  kth  did  no  daiiage  to  crops  around  Norfolk • 

Miss  Norma  Hughes,  the  efficient  editor  of  the  Eye, ij^iet  with  a  painr 
ful  accident  last  Saturday  evening  by  which  she  sustained  a  severely 
sprained  ankle  resulting  in  an  enforced  vacation  from  office  duties. 

Rfr*  Wellington  is  also  on  the  absent  list  owing  to  moving  into  his 
new  home  in  Takoma  Park. 

(W,  Stuart)* 

Pullman.  Wash,  •  lh,y  1.  1920*  _ 

We  have  had  about  two  weeks  of  nice  weather,  but  it  is  rainy  again. 
The  rain  is  needed,  too.    Precipitation  has  been  rather  light  this  winter 
and  the  ground  has  less  moisture  than  usual. 

A  few  early  plots  of  potatoes  are  being  planted  in  the  Palouse; 
country  now,  but  the  main  crop  will  not  be  planted  till  the  last  of 
May  or  the  firdt  of  June. 


(E.S.  Robertson) # 
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For  the  week  ending  IVky  g.  iggQ, 


The  weather  for  the  past  week  has  been  good  and  all  spring  work  is  ad- 
vancing rapidly.    There  were  two  snail  cyclones  this  week  near  Severance, 
about  10  miles  northwest  of  Greeley,  which  caused  some  danage  to  property  in 
that  vicinity* 

On  Monday,  iviay  3,  we  finished  seeding  the  oats  and  alfalfa.    During  the 
past  week  we  treated  some  seed  potatoes*    Plowing  of  the  potato  ground  began 
Friday,  May  J,    This  land,  v;hich  was  in  splendid  condition  for  plowing,  was 
crowned  last  fall  and  had  been  disked  this  springs 

The  lateral  which  carries  our  irrigation  water  was  cleaned  last  week  and 
some  seepage  water  is  running  at  the  present  time.    There  appears  to  be  plenty 
of  water  this  spring  and  all  reservoirs  are  being  filled  rapidly i 

(W,C.  Edmunds on )» 

Jerome.  Idaho.  For  the  week  ending  May  8«  1920, 

During  the  week  the  weather  conditions  have  been  very  favorable  for  crops 
as  conpared  with  previous  conditions  during  the  spring*    We  have  continued  to 
irrigate  our  crops  and  at  present  they  are  doing  well. 

Alfalfa  is  about  ten  inches  high  and  growing  rapidly;  oats  are  growing 
well  and  the  najority  of  the  seeding  is  coming  in  good  shape.    V^eat  through- 
out the  tract  looks  good,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  see  it,  and  practical- 
ly all  grain  that  was  sown  early  this  year* 

The  tract  being  used  by  the  University  of  Idaho  is  looking  well;  their 
wheat  is  condng  up  nicely  and  the  seeding  seems  to  be  germinating  sa^tisfactor- 
ily« 

(L.L.  Corbett).- 

Aroostook  Farm,  Presque  Isle.  Me.  For  the  week  ending  V&y  8.  1920.  . 

The  weather  for  the  past  week  has  been  quite  warm  with  high  drying  winds. 
A  few  potatoes  on  high  well  drained  ground  were  planted.    The  fertilizer  situ- 
ation is  improving  some,  but  a  large  number  of  orders  will  not  be  filled  this 
year. 

Potatoes  are  selling  for  from  $10,00  to  $10,50  per  barrel,  f,o*b.« 

On  Aroostook  Farm,  we  spent  two  days  this  week,  picking  rocks.  The 
ground  in  places  is  in  good  condition  for  working. 

The  bulk  of  our  seed  potatoes  is  cut.    All  but  two  lots  of  our  spring 
orders  for  the  Seed  Development  work  have  arrived* 

About  5,000  potato  seedlings  have  been  potted  off,    Dr,  Clark  estimates 
7,000  for  this  year, 

(P.M.  Lombafd), 


Aroostook  Farm.  Pre sQue  Isle «  Me»  For  the  week  ending  May  8.  iqgQt 

V/e  are  busy  c.t  present  potting  the  seedlings*    There  has  "been  consider- 
ahle  simshine  during  the  past  few  days  which  has  icade  conditions  in  the  greon- 
house  very  favorable  fQt  the  growth  of  the  plants »    Those  which  were  potted 
first  are  now  growing  raj: idly* 

(Chas,  F,  Clark), 

Pullman^  l7ashinf;ton>  April  2q.  1Q20, 

the  seed  potato  sitviatlon  in  the  Northwest  was  rendered  difficult  by  tha 
extremely  early  freezes  over  the  greater  part  of  the  Northwest  last  October, 
Many  potatoes  were  frozen  badly  itl  the  gro\3nd<  sced®  even  were  never  dug^.The 
price  has  continued  to  rise  fro©  that  date* 

Seed  p6tatoe$  are  sc^ree  and  difficult  to  s^cur^.    Habl©  stock  is  now 
selling  at  a  price  a^ove  that  of  the  seed  stockj  slanging  in  different  locali- 
ties from  $5cO0  to  $10*00  per  h-amdred.    The  acreage  in  this  state  will  be 
but  little,  if  any,  above  what  it  was  last  year.    Many  growers  who  had  held 
over  a  good  supply  ©f  s^ed  inaterial  are  tiarning  that  On  the  mrket  at  a  price 
ranging  from  to  ^10*00  p©r  hmdred  and  feel  that  it  is  better  economy 

for  them  to  s©Xl  at  that  price  and  devote  their  land  to  another  crop. 

The  weather  In  the  Northwest  has  beeii  v^ry  fitful  and  the  spring  is  a 
bit  late%    Early  planting  in  som®  of  the  earliest  sections  was  completed  a 
month  ago*    In  the  lat6  and  main  crop  e©cticms>  planting  will  not  be  don© 
for  several  weeks  or  two  months*    There  is  a  noticeable  effort  ^ong  growers 
to  eliminate  local  and  unknovm  varieties  and      us©  only  the  more  popular 
and  best  producing  soi^ts** 

(O.M,  Morris)* 

Wisconsin  Travel  Notes*.  ,fey  11  ^  1920 v 

The  corrosive  subliirsts  treatment  is  starting  Siff  0«K.    My  tanks  can 
handle  eight  crates  per  each  submersion  and  more  of  sa^ed  material*    I  ha,4 
to  measure  the  tanks  to  ascertain  th^ir  capacity « 

Potatoes  are  praotioaliy  dorrianto  Those  whit  ©-flowered  Cobblers  that 
I  sent  to  you  today  are  more  advanced  than  any  ©f  th©  other  stock*  I  felt 
that  you  might  like  t^  persohally  examine  the  variety  at  this  stage  of  its 
esListence* 

Today  I  put  up  th©  Rural  New  terker  imt^rial  for  the  Indiaiia  Station;  ' 
the  lots  for  Edzrcundsonf  and  for  GraM  Sapid^J  and  will  have  them  shipped  as 
soon  as  possible^ 

In  planning  the  plots  ^  I  suggested  to  Milwayd  that  we  groi^  them  by 
counties;  that  is^  if  fo-g^  lots      Triumph  came  in  from  a  certain  doimty, 
to  grci^  them* 

The  weather  is  just  breaking  into  spring  -  arbutua  and  hepaticas  are 
in  bloom  and  the  leaves  just  ^.jppearisfig  -  ctuite  a  shift  from  the  tlio  Grande 
but  I  like  thia  better « 

(J*  W©Uiagtm)r 
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STDOOner  .  Wisconsin.  Fcr  the  week  endina:  May  8r._l_9gOj_ 

The  shortage  of  help  in  V/isconsin  has  "undoubtedly  created  an  unusual  de^ 
Ecand  for  pota.to  growing  rrachineryj  such  as  planters  and  sprayers.    Many  deal- 
ers report  a  curtailed  production  of  machines  due  in  part  to  lator  troubles 5 
faulty  freight  service,  and  shortage  of  supplies. 

There  is  a  noticeable  increase  in  interest  in  potatoes  for  farm  and  city 
gardenSi    l^ny  gardeners  are  finding  it  difficult  to  sec-'ire  seed  potatoes  at  ■ 
this  dateo    The  Experiment  Station  has  received  an  unusual  nrjnber  cf  inquiries 
for  seed  for  farm  gardens, 

-  v/arshouses  have  practically  closed  down  for  the  season,,    All  interest  is 
now  centered  cn  preparation  for  planting,    late  varieties  for  northe-'n  Wis- 
consin will  be  planted  from  May  25  to  June  5o    The  old  central  Wisconsin 
potato  belt  will  plant  nainly  from  June  1  to  15« 

(J.  a.  Milward)* 

Washington,  D.  C.  Notes,  May  Ik,  1^20*_ 

Copious  rains  Wednesday  and  Th^irsday  evenings  have  furnished  extremely 
favorable  conditions  for  plant  growth*    The  weather,  with  the  exception  of 
a  day  or  so,  has  been  quite  cool* 

IVir*  &»  W»  Waller  cf  Hastings,  Florida,  reports. that  the  potato  shipping 
season  opened  a'^  tha-^  poirt  v<ith  the  sale  of  No«  I  stock  in  double-headed 
barrels  at  $19;00  per  barrel,  ftO.b*    On  data  of  writing,  ^fey  7^  the  price 
was  $1^»00  per  barrel  vrlth  a  movement  of  75  oars  per  day^    The  Bureau  of 
Markets  repo:^t  a  moTement  of  iG  cars  from  Florida  on  M^y  12-,  with  No*  I'S  in 
the  Hastings  dis^-rict  selling  in  carlots  at  $12,00  to  $12,25  per  barrel; 
No*  2»s,  at  $:.0.>005  and  No.  3* s,  at  $5*00.    On  the  same  date  the  Washington 
market  carlob  qu:^tations  were  as  f  ollows  t    Fl:'?ida-s  double-headed  bai'r els, 
Spalding  No.       No*  I  stock,  $16*50  to  $17o505  N03  2,  mostly  $1^4,50;  old  stock 
from  New  York  and  Me.ine,  I50  lb.  sacks,  rouD.d  white,  No«  X,  $12,00  to  $12*508 

As  a  resui:-/  of  the  scarcity  and  consequent  high  price  of  table  and  seed 
stock  momerous  inquiries  are  being  received  concerning  the  growT.ng  of  pota- 
toes in  bins,  cribs,  or  pens.>    The  reply  made  to  all  of  these  inquiries  is 
that  the  ei-^pense  inoidon':;  to  the  construction  and  care  of  these  cribs  is  out 
of  all  proportion  to  the  crop  produced  in  them* 

The  continvied  high  price  of  table  stock,  while  advantageous  to  the  grower, 
is  in  the  v/.T^.t6r's  estimation  extremely  prejudicial  to  the  best  interests  of 
the  potato  irdi-istry  as  a  whole.    Large  numbers  of  housewives  have  ten^jorarily 
abandoned  the  use  of  potatoes  as  an  article  of  food  and  are  substituting  sweet 
potatoes,  ricej  and  other  starchy  foods.    A  prolonged  use  of  these  substitutes 
is  almost  certain  to  curtail  the  cons-'jn^jtion  of  potatoes  for  a  considerable 
period  after  they  reach  a  normal  price  level* 

Director  T,  C.  Johnson, of  the  Virginia  Truck  Experizcsnt  Station,  was  in 
the  Office  on  Thursday*  He  reports  a  mach  needed  rainfall  on  Saturday  even- 
ing of  U/iO  of  an  inch, 

(Wm*  Stuart)* 
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Greeley.  ColOi 


May  17.  iq20. 


Owing  to  considerable  rain  and  cold  weather  during  the  past  week,  the 
plowing  of  the  potato  .ground  had  to  'be  discontinued  unti3  Saturday,  The 
weather  is  fine  today  and  we  expect  to  finish  plowing  by  to-morrow  night, 
May  18. 

On  Friday,  Ma.y  14,  v/e  ran  all  the  ditches  in  the  oats  and  alfalfa,  us- 
ing the  new  ditcher  which  'was  purchased  this  ?;pring«    The  ditcher  is  a  l6- 
inch  lister  with  special  attachments  for  ditchingi 

We  expect  to  plcJit  a  fev;  rows  of  early  potatoes  as  soon  as  the  ground 
can  be  put  in  shape,    vve  a.re  prepared  to  spray  for  the  flea  beetle  if  any 
injury  is  shown  on  the  young  potato  plants.    The  iLain  crop  of  potatoes  in 
the  Greeley  district  is  usually  not  planted  until  after  the  first  of  June 
in  order  to  escape  the  early  attacks  of  the  potato  flea  beetle. 

(WC.  Edmundson). 

Baton  Rouge,  La.  Notes*  May  iq.  1920* 

The  set  planted  the  middle  of  Iferch  is  showing  unusual  vigor  in  vine 
growth  and  I  hope  that  the  yield  will  meet  with  cur  expectations.    The  con- 
ditions at  planting  time  for  this  set  were  favorable  and  there  is  a  irarked 
difference  between  this  and  others  that  were  planted  earlier  under  adverse 
conditions. 

(G.L«  Tiebout). 

Aroostook  Farm^  Presque  Isle.  Me,  For  the  week  ending  M^y  15.  1920.^ 

Heavy  rains  Saturday  and  Sunday  put  us  back  nearly  a  week.    We  were  able 
to  fit  3  acres  on  the  Savage  field  Wednesday,  and  Thursday  and  Friday  hauled 
fertilizer  for  the  Savage  field  and  some  for  Mr.  Shultz  for  Aroostook  Farm, 
Saturday  two  acres  on  Aroostook  Farm  were  fitted,  and  we  will  begin  plant- 
ing there  Monday. 

Fertilizer  shipments  are  moving  a  little  better,    I  was  unable  to  get 
any  and  was  glad  to  get  5- S- J. 

(P.M.  Lombard). 

Grand  Raipids,  Minn.  May  18,  1920. 

There  is  rea5.1y  very  little  to  report,  -  I  am  working  pretty  nearly  as 
long  hours  as  you  put  in  here  last  year,  -  finished  treating  seed  stock  Mon- 
day morning  and  have  cut  all  the  material  at  hand  save  the  bulk  of  the  in- 
crease stock.    Rain  is  interfering  today  with  progress  but  when  it  does  clear 
I  will  be  ready  to  go  right  ahead  and  will  be  free  to  stay  near  planting 
operations,    There  is  an  S-hour  working  rule  in  effect  here  now  and  this  is 
a  slowing  down  factor  with  the  field  work.    Lots  are  all  straight  as  far  as 
numbers  and  names  go.    We  will  have  9  lots  of  Triumph,  5  Ohio,  4  Cobbler,  9 
Green  Mountain,  5  Rurals,  2  seedlings.    This  is  q.uite  a  fair  showing  but  not 
et^ual  to  the  Spooner  layout  either  in  q.uality  or  (Quantity, 

Potatoes  are  selling  at  $4.50  to  $5.00  per  60  lbs. 
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fhe  soil  for  our  plcts  is  in  excellent  shape  •  an  old  clover  sod  well 
turned  and  pulverized. 

ThQTQ  has  been  some  injury  to  increase  lots,  particularly  the  Rural> 
but  there  remains  enough  sound  material  to  continue^ 

.  I  cannot  say  when  I  naay  leave  here  but  I  rather  hop©  by  Satxirday  nighl 
It  depends  on  continuance  of  present  rain,  (Note:  Telegram  received  Ifey  2c 
advises  that  planting  was  finished  at  Grand  Rapids  Friday.  Ed») 

<  ■ . 

■  (J.W.  Wellington). 

Yakima^  Washington^  - ;  ;         •  May  17.  IQ'^O* 

The  Yakima  growers  are  in  the  midst  of  planting  for  the  main  crop* 
There  was-Xi.iKisiderably  more  acreage  planted  for  early  and  medium  early  har- 
vest this  year  than  ever  before,  but  it  is  difficult  to  estimate  the  acreag 
for  the  late  crop* 

..  The  weather,  is  fine  and  ought  to  favor  germdnatipn.  . 

Strawberry  harvest  has  begun  in  the  Kenniwick  sectiont  .  The  finest 
berries  were  shipped  out  the  middle  of  the  past  week» 

(£,S.  Robertson). 


Washington,  D.C.  Notes 


The  weather  has  been  more  favorable  to  plant  growth  this  week  than  . 
last*  .It  is  still  rather  cool,  however/  for  this' season  of  the  year* 

The  daily  routine  of  office  work  has  been  interruj>ted  tl^isl  week  by  a 
trip  to  Norfolk*    Thursday  was  spent  in  taking  notes  on  the  behavior  of 
the  1918  and  I9I9  seed  stock  at  the  Virginia  Truck  Jisperimeat  Station  and 
another  set  of  photographs  taken*    The  plants  are  making  a  slow  growth  due 
to  cool  weather  and  light  frbsts.    Many  plants  show  frost  injury.  .  In  size 
the  plants  are  not  much  over  half  as  large  as  they  ought  to  be.    Many  of 
them  are  showing  flower  bvids  while  buds  on  the  more  advanced  plants  are 
showing  color.    There  is  a  fair  set  of  tubers,  th©  largest  of  which  are 
about  the  size  of  an  Snglish  i^alnut* 

Rain  is  very  badly  needed  throughout  the  whole  district  and  if  it  does 
not  come  within  the  nestt  teii  "days  the  crop  yield  will  be  very  materially 
lessened*    A  visit  to  the  ChurOhland  district  Friday  forenoon  showed  that 
the  crop  was  at  least  ten  days  earlier  than  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Virginia^ 
Truck  Jxperiment  Station*    Many  of  the  plants  were  In  bloom  aijd  they  averag^ 
ed  from  25  to      p«r  cent  larger*    Rain  appears  to  be  as  badly  needed  here 
las  elsewhere*    j&e  cool  dry  weather  has  permitted  the  truckers,  to  cultlvats 
their-  cropg  better  than  usual.    Not  a  single  field  was  obsetved  during  my 
two  days,  sojourn  in  the  Norfolk  district  that  was*  not  well  cultivated  and 
free  from  weed  growth*  ,  ' 
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In  the  aftsrnoon  I  had  the  privilege  of  attending  a  meeting  of  truckers 
which  was  held  in  the  V/oodrow  uilson  High  School  of  Portsmouth  for  the  pur- 
pose of  considering  the  proposition  of  inviting  the  sales  organization  of 
the  Frank  Nix  and  Bu,;^bee  Corporation,  to  handle  the  potato  and  other  truck 
crops,  of  this  district  under  the  auspices  of  the  southern  Produce  Exchange, 
This  moveinent  has  been  brought  about  as  a  result  of  the  discontinuance  of 
the  Old  Dominion  Steamship  Company's  boats  between  Norfolk  and  New  York* 
Should  arrangements  be  cade  with  the  Nix  and  Bugbee  Corporation  to  handle 
a  large  proportion  of  the  potatoes  from  the  Norfolk  district  it  will  result 
in  a  much  wider  distribution  of  their  crop  than  has  heretofore  been  custoin- 
ary,  and  will  undoubtedly  tend  to  strengthen  the  New  York  mrket  as  a  large 
portion  of  the  crop  will  be  sold  in  western  markets. 

Prof.  T.  C,  Johnson  reported  that  the  potato  crop  of  the  Sastem  Shore 
of  Virginia  north  of  Cape  Charles  would  be  soraev,;hat  later  than  usual.  A 
tenperature  of  30«5°  F,  was  registered  at  Onley  one  day  last  week,  result- 
ing in  some  injury  to  the  potatoes  in  freshly  cultivated  fields. 

The  Norfolk  trudsers  expect  some  movement  of  the  crop  about  June  1 
to  5»  "tiut  it  seemed  to  be  the  opinion  of  those  present  that  a  heavy  move- 
ment would  not  occur  before  June  15,    On  the  Eastern  Shore  south  of  Cape 
Charles  the  crop  will  be  harvested  about  the  same  tin:^  as  around  Norfolk, 
The  extent  and  q.uality  of  the  crop  harvested  is  largely  dependent  upon  the 
character  of  the  weather  during  the  next  two  weeks.    If  copious  rains  do 
not  occur  the  yield  will  be  light  and  the  percentage  of  No,  I's  snail. 

The  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia  Produce  Exchange  sold  six  carloads  of 
strawberries  on  track  at  Onley  on  Wednesday,  the  19th,  at  from  $9.15  $10.50 
per  32-<l'uart  crate,  or  from  31'i<P  to  32. 8^^  per  quart.    As  there  were  no  coza- 
mission  charges  for  this  sale  the  growers  actually  received  the  amounts 
stated, 

(Wm.  Stuart). 
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Greeley.  Colo. 


to  24/'iq20. 


We  finished  plowing  the  potato  ground  the  first  ot  last  week  and  jilanted 
a  few  rcws  of  potatoes*  We  expect  to  plant  a  few  rr^pre  ^this  week  but  the  "bulk 
Qt  the  planting  will  not  be  done  until  after  the  first  of  Jxaie* 

W©  are  putting  up  a  flag  pole  this  week  in  order  that  we  may  raise  the 
flag^at  least  for  special  bccasi<?i>s. 

It  is  reported  that  No*  2  ditch  water  will  be  turned  in  today  tomorrow 
We  expect  to  irrigate  the  alfalfa  as  s©on  as  the  water  is  available.  Every*, 
thing  on -the  farm  is  growing  nicely  and  there  appears  to  be  plenty  of  moisture 
in  the  soil  to  insure  good  germination  of  potatoes  this  year*  It  has  been  es- 
timated that  the  Greeley  district  will  put  in  ab<>ut'  fifty  per  cent  of  a.  norrral 
^tcreage  of  potatoes  this  year * 

(W,C.  Edmundson)* 

Jerpme.  Idaho*  For  the  week  ending  ?fe,y  15«  l920» 

During  the  week  the  weather  conditions  have  been  comparatively  favorable 
and  crop^  are  growing  we3,l»    the  groteid. has  been  irrigated  this  week  so  that 
3uffici©?jt  moisture  is  assured  for  germination* .  V/e  will  be  ready  to  plant 
potatoes  the  coming  week* 

We  have  received  the  seedlings  from  Washington4  - -They  were  in  fine  condi-. 
lion  and  will  be  planted  according  to  instructioiijs^    C^    stock  has  coma  thru 
in  good  sh^e,  in  fact, 'much  better  than  last  year « 

We  are  getting  a  g<>od  stan^d  of  alfaifa,  from  ;th©  spriivg  soading.    This;,  i&; 
probably  due  t*^  «t  greater  aiju)imt\  of  mo^^^        this  spring  than  that  of  iast 
spring*  .       -  -  ^    .,  .  , 

(l.L*  CoiTbett). 

For  thO  w^k  ending  Vl&y  22,  3^920/ 

During  the  week  the  weather  coniitione  have  been  fairly  favorable^  with 
usual  dry  conditions  and  consi  tier  able  wind  and  duet*  • 

I  l^Ve  planted  the  experimental  plots:, -af  pe^s  and  Irish  potatoes  and  have 
followed  as  closely  as  possible  the  exi^eriments  of  1919i;  in  outline* 

I  have  not  been  able  to  detet*m|ne  the  acreage  planted  to  potatoes  in  the  • 
county  this  year  but  am  confident  it  is  larger  than  in  1919,    X  am  in  hopes  . 
.  that  ,    will  get  a  fairly  accui'ate  .estimate  ort  this  during  the  coining  week 
Inrhen^e:!!  planting  will  be  done*    '\  -  * 

'  (L.L.  Corbeti)* 

Ames.  I<»wa,  -       ,  For  the^  week  ending^  May  22 1<;20/  " 

Field  work  has  been  at  a  standsii^lt  a.  good  part  of  the  time  f Of  the  past  , 
tiwo  weeks^  iiwing  to  a  wet  sOll  and.frequent  showers*    Despite  the. fact  that   .  ; 
wo  are  .naarlug  Junsi*  sb^celi'  haii;  of -  the  corn  land=  Is  yet  plowed  and  with 
the  ©xtrejae  scarcity -of  faj^  labo^  it  |o<iks  a^  if  somei  of '  It  woul.'^ 
cropped  *5ii^  ye^r*    Buxi^HttO  has  been  belo^r  normal  most=  ot*  the  time  accord- 
ing ♦o.^.^Jia  Weather  Bweaui  '  exception  it*  ts  tW  coldest  spring  in 
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The  weather  has  brightened  up  n^terially  in  the  past  two  or  three  days 
and  everybody  is  rcaking  the  :nc3t  of  the  opportunity  by  rushing  potato  ai:d  cc- 
planting.    Tae  writer  spent  par-c  of  the  week  at  0?age,  I&vvaj  '^n  the  potato 
plots  and  l^r^  Hadnick  was  left  in  charge*    He  expects  to  CQcqplete  fae  pla'-.t- 
ing  this  weekc 

With  the  exception  of  tv;o  I'ebraska  shipmants,  everything  came  whro\-gh  i:. 
good  order  and  the  stock  is  fine* 

(A^Te  Er.vir:)« 

Aroostook  Farrp..  Presgue  Isle.  Ife.  For  the  week  ending  Mq.y^gg. 

Monday  morning  we  began  planting  the  Variety  Collection,  191c-1917-^35 9- 
Seedlings,  on  ^roo stock  Farnie    By  Friday  noon  we  had  finished  planting  the 
Tuber  Unit,  Hill  Selections;  and  Miscellaneous  material  that  is  planted  by 
hand.    The  old  seedlings  that  are  planted  withthe  planter  were  put  in  Satur- 
day,   v;ith  pleasant  weather  we  will  easily  finish  planting  next  week. 

All  raaterial  for  the  Seed  Development  work  ordered  early  this  spring  has 
arrived  and  has  been  cut  for  planting.    I  received  a  barrel  of  Green  Mountains 
(John  "•IcCc^in  strain)  from  Vx,       C.  Cunningham,  Frederict .m,  New  Brunswick, 
Saturday,    Kr ,  Cunningham  has  promised  us  two  strains  of  Cobblers^  one  of 
Triuirh  and  one  oi  Fose  No.  U.    The  I-'cCain  strain  of  Green  Mountains  was  free 
from  mosaic  last  year  and  the  Triumph  seed  had  only  3  per  cent  of  mosaic. 
I  secured  two  excellent  strains  of  Cobblers  and  one  of  Rose  No*  4  in  Chapmao, 

Eleven  parties  are  testing  the  Ball  strain  of  Green  Mountains  this 
year  and  two  parties  are  testing  the  Seedling  No,  3877^+. 

Considerable  fertilizer  is  coming  in  but  many  farmers  are  still  waiting 
for  their  shipments »    A  few  have  planted  considerable  seed  witho-J.t  fertilizer. 

^^r.  H,  L.  Pitcher ^s  Starch  factory  in  Caribou  v^as  destroyed  by  fire  Satu- 
day,  the  loss  being  estinated  at  $125,000.    I^^any  other  buildings  were  danaged. 

(p.m..  Lombard). 

For  the  week  ending:  li^ny  22.  1920, 

The  seedlings  in  the  greenhouse  are  growing  nicely.    The  total  number 
potted  this  rea-on  war.  6; 300.    During  the  past  week  conditions  have  been  ideal 
for  field  work  which  has  enabled  us  to  con5)lete  the  planting;  of  the  Older 
seedlings,  as  well  as  practically  all  of  the  other  hand  work. 

(Chas.  F.  Clark). 

Travel  Notes  in  the  South  ,  ?/!ay  25.  1920.,  j 

Reporting  upon  a  trip  through  southern  potato  growing  sections  just  com- 
pleted, weald  stats  that  weather  conditions  have,  as  a  rule,  been  very  un- 
favorable for  Irish  seed  potato  work  this  season.    Excessive  rains  have  caus- 
ed very  poor  stands  in  several  commercial  sections. 


The  importance  of  locating  the  best  sources  of  seed  stock  is  apparently 
becoming  increasingly  important.    I  have  been  especially  interested  to  note 
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•che  vav^.ix'c'.Qn  in  the  behavior  of  the  Sg^me  set^d  stock  uidsr  v£:.?yirig  coi.iiit-*.' 
of  soi.l  fertility  and  CTj-iivw^ui-iiu    i  ha^e  fomd  ct.ses  'where  stock  having  £. 
very  gond  rec:)rd  in 'the  Nvx-vh  hc^s  proved  very  -onsatisfactory  In  the  Soath, 
In  some  of  these  Cccses  the  difficulty  ir^-y  be  attributed  to  mosaic  or  othe^.' 
degenerate  vine  diseases^    In  oo-har  cases  the  growing  conditions  and  soil 
conditions  have  beeii.  so  bad  and  such  c^-reless  methods  have  been  practined 
as  to  render  a  judgment  on  the  value  of  the  seed  out  of  the  questio?i. 

1  am  convinced  that  at  T.east  two  types  of  Triumph  are  under  colti/atlcn 
in  the  South  and  that  a  careful  exe^mination  will  show  the  typical  vine,  - 
bushy,  compact  J  with  short  stems «  broad,  flat  leaves  >  -  and  also  the  uprigh'S,- 
more  slender  stems  p,nd  leaves,  -and  darker  colored  foliage.    This  subje'".! 
needs  careful  investigation.  ' 

X  have  been  surprised  at  the  amount  of  damage  in  the  Gouwh  from  the 
Colorado  potato  beetle.    It  is  apparent  that  more  timely  spraying  with  better 
§quipment  must  be  practised  tO' control  this  pest, 

2  am  convinced  that  the  average  grade  of  State  inspected  seed,  as  ship- 
ped fiom  the  states  where  seed  potcvto  inspection  has  been  organised;  is  far  ■ 
superior  to  the  general  grade  of  commercial  seed  shipments. 

(J.G,  Jaiward), 

Wisconsin  Travel  Notes.  ,  May  26,  1920. 

The  planting  of  our  experimental  potato  plcts  a-t  Grand  Rapids,  .  Minnesota, 
was  completed  5Yiday,  May  21,    The  area  occx^ied  is  approximately  U-g-  acres, • 
The  location  this  year  is  perhaps  more  favorable  than  that  utilized  last 
season,  in  that  it  is  naturally  well  drained, and  at'  the  same  time  would  not 
suffer  readily  from  a  drougth.    The  writer  looks  forward  to  a  satisfactory^ 
season* 

Arrived  at  Spoon^r,  Friday  evening,  May  21,    Saturday  was  ushered  in  by 
a  very  heavy  rain  but  such  is  the  nature  of  this  sandy  soil,  that  field  work 
is  delayed  only  during  the  actual  rainfall.    Most  of  the  seedstock  was  cut 
on  Saturday  and  Monday  was  spent  in  fitting  the  field  for  planting.  Owing 
to  irregularities  in  the  field  it  was  necessary  to  change  the  proposed  plant'-^ 
ing  plan  iM  order  that  the  small  plots  ipight  have  the  most  uniform  condi- 
tions possible^    Hand  planters  v/ers  used  on  the  small  plots  but,  thanks  to 
the  ab\mda:it  help  supplied  by  Mr,  "■-illiams,  the  new  s^erintendent ,  this 
rather  tedious  work  progressed  rapidly.    Wednesday  evening  finds  the  work 
of  planting  the  late  varieties  practically  couplet e«    The  sandy  soil,  so 
thoroughly  saturated  Saturday,  is  now  dry  and  seeding  ralo. 

Three  of  our  seedlings,  Nos,  2UGU2,  3S77U.,  and  38316,^  have  been  planted 
at  Spooner  in  such  c^uantity  as  to  give  opportunity  for  a  very  fair  judgment 
ol"  their  behavior  in  sandy  soils.    The  general  condition  of  ail  seed  stock 
at  Spooner  is  spifca^St^  the  tubers  are  just  conniencing  to  sprout  »• 

Expect  to  reach  Vlfashington,'  9:28  a,m. ,  Saturday, 


(J.W,  Wellington)* 


Washington.  D.C.  Notes  M^y.2q.  1920^ 

The  first  of  the  week  was  cool,  and  cloudy  hut  the  past  two  days  - 
Thursday  and  7riday  -  have  been  clear  and  warm.    A  telegram  from  !vfr,  7/ell- 
ington  this  morning  announced  the  coiiEletion  of  his  work  at  the  Spooner 
Branch  Station  and  his  departure  for  Washington  Thursday  evening*    The  writer 
spent  Thursdcvy  at  Canton,  Pa.,  inspecting  a  new  potato  and  apple  storage 
house  erected  "by  It.  L,  M.  Y^rble.    This  storage  house  is  provided  with  , 
facilities  for  changing  the  air  inside  of  it  as  often  as  may  be  desired  by 
means  of  a  large  fan  operated  by  a  gas  engine.    The  air  is  delivered  into 
the  storage  chambers  through  3^  well  distributed  6-inch  tile  outlets*  Pro- 
vision is  coide  for  the  removal  of  the  air  by  four  2^4- inch  galvanized  iron 
ventilator  shafts.    The  air  delivered  into  the  storage  house  may  be  moisten- 
ed as  desired  by  passing  it  through  a  hiimidifier.    Mr,  liarble  has  kindly 
consented  to  allow  the  Department  to  cooperate  with  him  in  the  conduct  of 
such  storage  investigations  as  may  be  deemed  feasible  this  coming  winter, 

A  number  of  mountain  farm  house  cellars  were  inspected  in  the  afternoon 
and  the  condition  of  their  potatoes  noted*    In  most  instances  the  potato 
stock  was  in  fair  condition. 

Rain  is  badly  needed  in  this  section  as  well  as  around  V/ashington. 

Potato  movements  are  on  the  increase.    According  to  the  daily  market 
report  of  the  Bureau  of  !/arkets,  the  carlot  movement  on  lv:^y  26  totaled  }lo 
cars.    Of  this  number,  271  cars  or  nearly  S6  per  cent,  consisted  of  new 
potatoes.    The  two  heaviest  shipping  states  were  Florida  and  South  Carolina, 
the  former  having  122  and  the  latter       cars  tcO  its  credit,    The  prices  of 
No.  I's  in  the  Hastings,  Fla.  district  ranged  from  $12,00  to  $12.50  per 
double  headed  barrel^  No.  2»s,  mostly  $10.00  and  No.  3*s,  $5.00  to  $6.00. 
At  l^teggetts,  South  Carolina,  Irish  Cobblers  in  burlap  covered  slat  barrels 
sold  ct  512.50  for  No.  V&,  and  $10.50  for  No,  2<s. 


(Wm.  Stuart). 


tr  ki.  Departine" 


T  HE  EYE 


WEEKXY  POTATO  ' BULL"^T  IN 
of  the 

OFFICE  OF  HOP.TI CULTURAL.  ^  PQ^^OLOCrlCi^L  WW^Tl^JATJOm, 


JUN  5  1920 


The  moerial  contained  herein  is  rol,  for  rubli cation  excert  "by 
permission  from  the  Office  of  '^^ortic'aitaral  and  "Pomclogical  Investisations , 


Greeley,  Colorado. 


May  >'9.  192c. 


We  have  enjoyed  beaut if-j-1  vv©ather  d-oring  this  week*  AH 
crops  seem  to  be  doing  exceptionally  well, 

T*vo  boxes  of  potatoes  shipped,  from  Spooner,  Wis#,  were 
received  this  veek.    "^hey  vvere  on  the  road  about  two"  weeks,  having 
been  forwarded  by  express  on  the  12th  instant, 

Some  potatoes  have  been  planted  this  week,  and  we  expect 
to  finish  all  our  planting  by  the  4th  or  5^^^       June^    All  the  Alfalfa 
wa^  irrigated  on  the  26th  and  SJth. 

I  visited  a  number  of  fields  of  potatoes  and  iou»d  among 
them  several  planted  to  Downine,s  that  have  already  germinated.  #  Ixi 
soine  fields  i  £ound  the  Colorado  pete. to  beetle  in  large  numbers. 

W*  C.  Ddmundson. 

Jerome,  Idaho,  I^y  29,  1920* 

Dutring  the  week  th©  weather  conditions  have  been  generally 
favorable  for  grovving  crops »  atSithough  we  have  continued  to  have  con- 
siderable cold  winds  and  dust* 

The  peas  are  germinating  in  good  shape  and  coming  through 
the  ground  nicely;  the  potatoes  are  germir^ting  but  have  not  shown 
through  the  grotoad. 

G^ain  crops  are  looking  well  in  this  tlract  this  year^  and 
alfalfa  has  made  a  very  good  growth  although  it  started  later  than 
usual* 

During  the  week  we  irrigated  the  pldts  being  used  by  the 
Ifeiivergity  of  Idaho  in  their  experimental  work,  T'heir  woi^  so  far 
is  locking  very  well, 

L.L.Corbett, 

Ames,  Iowa,  May  26,  1920» 

I  am  glad  to  report  that  after  an  "unusmlly  long  spell  of 
bad  weather  we  have  had  a  few  days  of  ideal  weather  and  the  potato 
planting  at  Osage  was  coirgpleted  on  Saturday. 

A.T.grwin* 


Presqus  Isle,  Maine  .  May  31,  I920. 

We  were  held  Tjop  this  week  to  harrow  the  land  not  planted 
and  pids  i-ocks;  will  not  finish.  p?.an-*jing  "until  next  we^,    ^Phe  soil 
ia  becoming  ve:>:y  rain  i?  needed  "baaJ.y.    Forest  fires  ero  very 

4U?i3ncn  a^id  are  ^eccmiug  a  very  serious  Doatter* 

?•  M«  Lombard. 

Washington,  Z).C.  June  k,  1320* 

Light  showers  today  accon^janied  "by  a  rmich  lower  tern5)erat"ure 
ppomis©  to  provide  the  mach  needed  itoisture  to  growing  crops. 

A  lot  of  yellow-fleshed  potatoes  from  Costa  Rica  were  seat 
t©  Aroostook  Farm,  Maine,  the  early  part  of  the  week  to  be  grown  for 
use  in  the  potato  breeding  work.    These  potatoes  are  not  the  triie 
yellow- fie  shed  Peruvian  variety  and  it  is  doubtful  if  they  possess 
the  same  excellent  table  qualities* 

Miss  Norma  Hughes  who  ihas  so  efficiently  edited  the  "EYE" 
for  the  past  two  months  has  "been  selected  to  succeed  Vt^s,  Appleby 
in  Professor  Corbett's  office.    Miss  Stella  M»  King  takes  Mis&  Hughds 
place* 

Ue*  Wellington  leaves  tonight  for  Baton  Roiige  and  the  other 
southern  points  at  which  northern  grown  Triiinph  seed  is  being  tej?ted. 
It  is  expected  that  he  will  assist  in  harvesting  the  crop  at  two  or 
more  points  during  the  trip. 

The  writer  expects  to  go  to  Norfolk,  Sunda-y  night,  and  to 
{^roOeed  from  there  to  Hohndel,  New  Jersey,  to  secnre  a  set  of  notes 
on  the  experimental  potatoes  being  grown  at  these  two  points. 

Hew  potatoes  are  now  moving  from  southern  and  one  western 
3tate.    Ihese  states  are  Alabama,  Florida,  Georgia,  Louisiana,  Nortii 
Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Texas  and  Virginia.     Southern  California 
1^  credited  with  six  carloads.    Wednesday  ^ipmente  totalled  ^^1  cars 
«!f  which  all  "but       were  new   potatoes.      South  Carolina  shipped  212 
or  nearly  one-half  of  the  total  movement* 

Washington  wholesale  prices  on  June  2  were  as  follows  i 
OLB  STOCK!     New  York  and  J&ineU,  I50  Ih.  sacks  round 
whites  No,  1,  $2,00  per  sack. 

I*fc37  STOCK;  -  Florida's  double  head  barrels,  Spalding  NO»i>, 
Ho.l  stock,  $1U»00,  Ho*  2,  $10.00  to  $10*50,  few  salee  $11»00*  North 
aad  South  Ot^rclina^Sf  cloth  top  slat  barrels,  Irish  Cobblers  Not  ^» 
'$12,50  to  $13»50.  Ho.  2,  $10,00. 
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Week  m^ing  ^,  1910.* 


We  ^inieWd  panting  ^ar  p«tatoea  on  Safeurday,  June  5«  feit 
week  we  expect  ^^o  give  the  pla4s  a  deep  cultivation,  which  will  be  fol- 
Ifciwed  by  light  harrowing- 

It  is  believed  that  almost  all  growers  are  planting  a  little 
Earlier  this  year  than       thdii^  lisiial  practice^.    A  large  number  of  fields 
of  early  potatoes  !haye  ge^rndnated,  and  in  some  instances  the  potato  brag 
is  present  in  great  nurnbers*    Several  fields  were  visited  during  the  past 
week  vihetB  potatoes  were  being  planted  in  dry  soil*    Seme  of  the  fielde 
were  irrigated  prior  to  planting  "^nd  in  some  cases  growers  have  been 
obliged  to  irrigate  up  immediately  after  planting*'  In  the  ira^ority  cf 
fields,  however,  there  appears  to  be  sufficient  nopisture  to  instirs  good 
gemdnation* 

We  have  planted  some  Pearl  seed  on  different  types  of  soil  in 
order  to  study  the  influence  of  soil  on  size  and  set  of  tubers  and  to 
conpare  the  vitality  of  seed  grown  from  these  plats  that  is  to  be  planted 
at  the  Statim  in  1921, 

{W«0*  £dmund3on}« 


Preslue  Isle,  ^ine.  Week  ending  June  5»  1930 « 

The  weather  for  the  past  week  has  been  fair  with  i^ry  high 
winda.    We  had  a  light  shower  Hhuraday  whicdi  however,  did  not  stop  the 
planting  operations.    On  Aroost-ook  51arm  we  finished  planting  potatoes 
the  first  of  the  week.   Potatoes  are  germinating  well,  those  planted 
early  are  breaking  through  the  ground. 

Fertilizer  is  still  coming  and  potatoes  are  still  going  into 
the  ground.    Many  powers  that  planted  without  fertilizer  are  able  to 
get  plenty  now  and  are  putting  it  on  ttp*    The  general  epinioo.  seema  to 
be  that  when  planting  operations  are  finished  for  this  year,  it  will  be 
found  that  a  normal  acerage  was  planted  in  if  oostox^* 

Several  inches  of  rain ar«  needed  in  this  comty  now*  BtW,Brown 
of  the  Soil  Fertility  office  expects  to  finish  his  work  here  and  return 
to  Washington,  Monday,  June  7« 

{P^,  Iionbard), 


J&y«m0,  Idaho* 


On  Tuesday  morning  we  had  a  heavy  freeze,  temperaturd  regis- 
tering 26  degrees  F.  ^  v  whls  freeze  was  severe  enough  t«  kill  a  large 
percentage  of  fruit  on  the  high  gronond  ^nd  tender  plants  suffered  qtdt© 
materially. 

General  field  crops  are  doing  well^    Alfalfa  was  not  hurt  "by 
the  fireeze  this  year  and  at  present  is  leaking  a  fine  growth. 

We  are  continuing  irrigation^  We  have  had  so  much  wind  during 
the  season  that  the  top  soil  soon  hecon^es  dry« 

(l.L,  Corbett.) 


Wkdison,  Wisconsin.  June  Sg  l^S^. 

$he  planting  of  late  varieties  of  potatoes  was  finished  on  the 
Spooner  Branch  Station  about  June  1st,    Uhe  early  varieties  of  potatoes 
are  being  planted  today. 

Under  conditions  prevailing  in  northern  Wisconsin,  it  is  desir* 
able  to  plant  the  lat©  varieties  as  early  as  the  land  can  be  gotton  into 
oxoellent  shape  for  planting.    In  the  case  of  early  varieties  like  the 
Triunjph,  a  later  date  of  planting  is  desirable  and  the  Station  has  fol- 
Ipwed  out  these  plans  in  the  case  of  experimental  work* 

Planting  conditions  have  never  been  better  in  the  State.  The 
necessary  amount  of  rainfall  has  fallen  and  for  the  most  part,  the  land 
in  the  potato  sections  is  in  excellent  condition  for  planting. 

Reports  from  the  up^f^r  half  of  the  State  indicate  that  at  least 
a  full  acreage  will  be  planted  in  the  newer  potato  sectii^ns  of  the  North* 
It  is  very  difficult  to  estimate  the  acreage  in  the  old  <;enti'al  belt,  but 
a  slight  reduction  below  normal  is  still  expected.    The  writer,  however, 
has  seen  cases  where  an  unexpected  amount  ftf  seed  has  been  found  and-  where 
this  seed  was  being  prepared  for  planting  on  land  available. 

(J.G.  Milward), 


Tfavel  Notes.  Est  on  Rouge.  la..  June  2,1920* 

1  have  secured  some  interesting  inforaation  here  today.  In 
harvesting  so  called  Set  Six,  we  secured  yields  better  -than  200  bushels 
per  acre  on  one  or  two  of  the  lct$.    'She  Scribner  lot  may  be  a  different 
strain  but  we  all  admitted  that  if  it  is,  it  is  a  very  poor  one,  having 
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lost  place  with,  an  approxiira^^o  yield  of  ^  Vush^ld  per  acre.    It  was  not 
a$  rf.pe  as  the  othe-^s  Isf.t  ths  sab  of  tubers  was  such  that  no  length  of 
time  would  turn  results  in  i&s  favo?, 

I  "believe  thai-  O-Bavno;:.  of  Alliance  led  in  q-uantity,  Smiith  of 
Kent  in  q.ualit'yy     Lot  "by  Lot  i^i¥;>:?F*{ik:a  ivi.jlia  wcsrs  c^nsist'^utly  good. 
Professor  Tie^bout  was  imsm'.^^iy  eiithiiG^astic  cvbT  the  r3fc.i;livS  se^iiTsd 
from  this  days  harvosc-  and  rl's  naking  ©xtsneive  plans  for  aiiothsr  year's 
effort • 

Wollingtcn), 

Washington,  D*0,  Jvne  11,1920., 

A  trip  to  Norfolk,  Virginia  and  Monmouth  County,  New  Jersey, 
this  week  has  given  the  writer  an  opportunity  to  note  the  ornditicn  of 
the  pctato  crop  in  these  tv/o  districts ►  Monday  and  T^aesd^y  were  spent 
at  Norfolk,  wheye  notes  were  taken  on  the  behavior  of  the  I9I8  and  I919 
seed  at  the  Virginia  Truck  Experiment  Station  on  the  first  day.  The  dif- 
ference in  the  growth  of  the  I9I8  and  I919  seed  stock  is  becoming  more 
apparent  as  the  crop  advances  toward  naturity# 

A  zmich  needed  rain  fell  in  the  Norfolk  district,  Friday  evening 
and  Saturday,  June  J+th  and  5th,    ^he  total  rainfall  being  approximately 
2-I/2  inches.    As  the  rain  fell  gently  .throughout  Friday  night,  the  s-jr- 
face  of  the  soil  was  v/ell  prepared  to  absorb  the  heavier  downpour  that 
came  on  Satiorday,    On  this  account  there  was  practically  no  ri.m-r^ff  as 
is  generally  the  case  when  a  heavy  downpour  occurs  aftes*  a  prolonged 
period  of  drouth. 

As  a  resu;!.t  of  this  heavy  rainfall,  the  potato  plants  are 
rapidly  recovering  sone  of  the  set  back  they  sustained  from  the  pro- 
tracted drouth.    In  cur  opinion,  the  rainfall  came  too  late  to  insure 
a  maximiim  crop,    The  potato  plants  are  as  a  rule  not  over  75  P®^  centt 
of  normal  size  and  it  is  unl5.kely  that  many  of  them  will  attain  their 
full  development,    The  growers  are  however  confident  that  they  will 
have  a  fair  average  crop.    Well  informed  grov/ers  still  insist  that  a 
normal  crop  will  be  harvested.    Everybody  is  Ipoking  forward  to  a  cor^ 
tinuance  of  the  high  prices  now  prevailing* 

Tuesday  was  spent  with  on©  of  the  large  growers  in  the  Church- 
land  neighborhood,  who  drove  m©  arcaand  to  several  farms  in  which  he  is 
financially  interested*    In  the  afternoon,  I  had  an  opportunity  to  meet 
several  of  the  growers  who  had  come  together  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
cussing plans  for  the  marketing  of  their  crop. 


Harvoeting  ojjeratioA©  be  ^gwa  an  &  fairly  large  scald  by 

the  la*>fcor  part  of  the  week  of  Jme  1^4-19. 

Wednesday  was  spent  taking  notes  on,  the  germination  and  appeat*- 
ance  of  the  seedling  potatoes  being  tested  on  Bamanessin  Farm,  Holmdel, 
New  Jersey.    Some  of  the  seedlings  planted  on  April  26  were    foiond  on 
June  9  "t^o  ^®  ^  ^*oc>t  or  more  in  heighth  and  proportionately  stocky,  while 
a  few  nwnbers  were    only  grom  3  to  5  inches  high,    Hie  general  condition 
of  the  Monitouth  Coi3n.ty,  American  Giants  as  observed  from  the  oar  window 
and  from  an  automobile  ride  from  Freehold  to  Holmdel,  and  from  Holmdel  to 
Red  Bank,  New  Jersey,  is  very  satisfactory.    An  excellent  rain  on  the 
same  date  as  that  of  Washington  and  Norfolk  has  provided  ideal  moisttffe 
conditions  for  a  quick  and  vigorous  vine  growth* 

©ae  only  laa^atisfacjfor/  c«A4itlou,  u^ted"  in  Itoucuth .  Oi^msty  wss 
the  relatively  large  per  cent,  of  missing  hills.    The  same  condition  was 
also  observed  in  the  Norfolk  district.    While  the  poor  stand  is  thought 
by  the  growers  to  be  due  to  poor  aeed,  it  is  believed  by  the  writer  that 
iirjiroper  handling  of  the  cut  seed  and  defective  operation  of  automatic 
seed  planters  is  in  no  small  degree  responsible  for  the  defect.    When  the 
gro'Jffor  more  keenly  appreciates  the  loss  he  sustains  from  an  80  per  cent« 
stand,  more  attention  vdll  be  given  toward  the  securing  of  better  seed 
and  the  more  carefiil  cutting,  handling  and  planting  of  the  same* 

According  to  the  daily  market  report  of  the  Bureau  of  Markets 
the  carlot  movement  on  June  9  totalled  5S7  cars*    Of  this  number  South 
Carolina  shipped  '^15  and  North  Carolina  1S6  or  a  total  from  t^e  Carolinas 

^Qi  ot..over  68  per  cent.    Information  received  from  a  Norfolk  dealer 
on  the  Sth  indicated  that  the  bulk  of  the  South  Carolina  crop  would  be 
moved  by  the  12th  and  that  North  Carolina  shipments  would  be.  well  out  of 
the  way  by  June  Si, 

No,  1  Irish  Cobblers  from  the  Charleston  district,  in  cloth 
top^slat  barrels  sol4  f .o.b,  far  $11.00  per  barrel  and  No.  2's  at  $7*50 
to  $8.50,, 


(Wra.  Stuart). 
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Greeley,  Colorado. 


Week  ending  Jvtne  12.iq2Q. 


The  wecvther  durin?^  the  pi-st  week  has  been  hot ,  but  at  present 
it  is  cool  and  cloudy. 

Most  of  the  potato  growers  have  finished  planting,  but  a  few 
will  not  coirplete  their  worK  until  some  time  this  week.     In  some  cases 
growers  are  following  their  planting  closely  with  irrigation,  for  the 
soil  has  become  dry. 

In  "The  Eye"  for  ?/Iay  29,  I  gave  the  I920  acreage  as  fifty  per 
cent,  of  the  normal,    \vhile  I  believe  this  is  true,  it  must  be  admitted 
that  the  normal  has  changed  and  it  is  thought  that  these  figures  are  pro- 
bably a  Ittle  misleading.    Last  year  the  Greeley  district  planted  a  little 
over  19,000  acres;    this  year  the  acreage  probably  is  a  little  smaller, 
somewhere  between  l6,000  and  17,000  acres*    There  appears  to  be  plenty 
of  water  for  irrigation,  and  if  used  to  the  best  advantage  the  yield 
should  be  considerably  above  that  of  1919« 

During  the  week  we  have  cultivated  and  harrowed  the  potato 
plots;  the  potatoes  planted  on  Rlay  18  are  making  good  growth.    Some  of 
the  seedling?  planted  on  May  25  have  already  germinated. 

Mr,  W,  H.  Olin,  Supervisor  of  Agriculture,  of  the  Denver  & 
Rio  Grande  Bailro^-d,  Denver,  Colorado,  visited  the  Station  on  June  11 » 
He  reports  the  potato  acreage  for  the  entire  State  as  a  little  under 
that  of  1919.    Mr.  Olin  expects  to  attend  a  meeting  of  the  Railway 
Development  Association  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  on  June  I6,    That  Asso- 
ciation expects  this  fall  to  put  out  some  crop  reports  to  growers  to 
aid  them  in  mariceting  their  crops,  including  potatoes >  apples,  peaches, 
and  possibly  one  or  two  others.  •  • 

(T7  X .  Bdimmdson ) . 


Jerome,  Idaho.  Mek  ending  June  12.  I92O. 

During  the  week  the  weather  conditions  have  been  favorable 
for  farm  work.    On  the  night  of  the  ninth  we  had  quite  a  shower  and 
the  10th  and  11th  were  cloudy  with  slight  showers  at  intervals  during 
each  day , 

We  have  continued  using  irrigation  water  on  various  crops 
as  it  was  needed. 
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Potatoes  are  coming  up  nicely,  peas  are  germinating  fairly 
well  but  were  planted  alKio^t  too  late  for  this  section  for  best  re- 
sults. 

Tlie  tefrt-  beans  were  planted  on  the  9th. 

On  acco-ant  of  a  wild  grass  that  is  coming  into  one  section 
of  the  alfalfa  l^nd,  I  am  planning  to  cut  this  portion  during  the 
coming  week.    As  aoon  as  we  can  p^eb  the  alfalfa  hay  off,  the  land 
will  be  spring-toothed  and  re- corrugated. 

Grain  crops  are  looking  well  generally  throughout  the  tract. 

(L.L.  Corbett), 

Presque  Isle.  Maine,  Week  ending  June  12.  1Q20. 

The  dry  spell  v^as  broken  June  6th  and  7th,  by  a  steady  rain 
and  again  Friday  we  were  favored  by  mach  needed  rain.    Potatoes  are 
germinating  well  and  a  normal  stand  is  predicted.    We  have  not  had  our 
usual  June  frost  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  section  will  escape  such 
visitation.    The  nights  ha,ve  been  very  cool  and  slight  frosts  have 
been  noted  in  low  places  but  no  damage  has  been  reported  to  date.  On 

the  whole  we  have  had  ideal  grovi/ing  weather  for  the  past  month. 

Very  few  potatoes  are  being  shipped  from  this  section,  the 
stock  is  pretty  well  cleaned  up. 

The  hay  crop  at  this  time  does  not  look  very  promising, 
sorrel  in  the  fields  is  all  too  conspicuous,  It  is  evident,  and  has 
been  for  several  years  to  those  who  stop  to  consider  the  situation, 
that  more  and  more  fields  are  showing  signs  of  too  much  acidity.  The 
best  type  of  potato  soil  in  Aroostook  must  have  an  application  of  some 
form  of  lime  before  a  good  crop  of  clover  or  hay  Cci.n  be  produced. 

We  began  setting  out  the  seedlings  on  Aroostook  Farm, 
Thursday  and  would  hc.ve  finished  Saturday  but  for  Friday's  rain. 

Potatoes  planted  early  on  our  ezq^erimental  plats  are  germin- 
ating well,  and  making  very  rapid  growth. 


(P.M.  Lombard). 
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Travel  Notes.  Jime  15,  1920. 

A  por'r.ion  of  T-jiesday  and  Wednesday,  Jiine  S  and  9»  were  spent 
in  the  VT/harton  potato  aistrict  in  Texas.    Through  the  courtesy  of  Mr. 
Verne  Steward  of  Princeton,  Minnesota,  who  is  financially  interested 
in  a  considerable  avcrea.ge  of  potatoes  in  this  vicinity,  the  writer  en- 
joyed an  miusually  good  opportunity  to  note  the  condition  of.  the  potato 
crop  of  this  region, 

Atnorrnal  weather  conditions  "beginning  with  a  period  of  drouth 
then  a  freeze  £;£  sufficient  severity  to  cut  the  plants  back  to  the  ground, 
and  ^finally  torrential  storms,  have  resulted  in  v/eakened  plants  and  a 
con  sequent  heavy  rec^uction  in  yield* 

The  growers  in  this  section  have  planted  Oklahorra  second  crop, 
Wisconsin,  U/Iinnesota,  and  Nebraska  Triuirph  Stock.    The  Oklahorra  seed  is 
giving  the  largest  yield,  Wisconsin  and  Minnesota  the  next  largest  and 
Nebraska,  the  least.    Last  year  the  Nebraska  seed  stock  was  superior  to 
that  from  the  other  three  sources.    It  would  therefore  appear  as  if  un- 
favorable seasonal  conditions  exert  a  more  marked  influence  upon  the  re- 
sultant growth  and  yield  from  seed  grown  in  some  localities  than  in  others. 
There  is  also  a  strong  probability  that  unfavorable  growing  conditions 
in  the  dry  land  potato  producing  areas  in  northwestern  Nebraska  reduced 
the  vitality  of  the  seed  stock  and  was  a  strong  contributory  factor  in 
lessening  production  in  the  V/harton  district  this  season. 

The  crop  now  being  harvested  is  reported  to  be  bringing  just 
about  enough  money  to  meet  production  expenses.    The  yield  vaiies  from 
30  to  100  bushels  per  acre.    Tx-iumpbs  are  selling  from  $8,00  to  $g.,50 
per  sack  of  100  lbs.  whil£  Irish  Cobblers  are  bringing  $6.00.    Very  few 
of  the  latter  variety  are  grown  in  this  section. 

A  portion  of  June  10  was  spent  at  College  Station  where  it 
was  found  that  the  crop  was  too  far  advanced  and  the  stand  too  iinper** 
feet  to  mke  it  advisable  to  attempt  taking  a  careful  set  of  notes. 

June  11  was  spent  at  Troup,  Texas,  where  the  crop  is  doing 
splendidly.    Mr.  Hotchlciss, the  genial  superintendent  of  the  Troup^ te- 
station felt  that  the  crop  was  too  immature  to  be  harvested  at  this 
time.    Owing  to  the  hot  weather  and  drying  winds  considerable  tipburn 
was  noted  on  some  of  the  plants.    The  Scribner  strain  has  the  largest 
vines  and  the  least  tipburn  and  probably  the  least  yield.    The  prime 
appearance  of  the  plants  has  passed  but  there  is  .every  indication  of 
|ood  care  and  a  good  yield. 


The  forenoon  of  June  12  was  spent  at  Calhoun,  Louisiana,  The 
potatoes  at  this  point  have  suffered  all  the  penalties  of  an  adverse 
growing  season  -  poor  stand  and  considerahle  grov/th  of  weeds.  However, 
the  individual  plants  'were  found  to  be  stocky  and  large  sized  and  to 
bear  a  substantial  set  of  marketable  tubers. 

At  Stillwater,  Oklahom,  the  writer  v;as  pleasantly  surprised 
to  find  a  very  fair  experimental  field,  large  thrifty  plants,  fine- col- 
ored foliage  and  with  excellent  cultural  conditions,     It  is  unfortunate 
that  the  stand  is  so  uneven  in  this  field,  otherwise  the  Stillwater  plats 
would  rank  among  the  very  best.    I  have  never  seen  any  finer  TriunjJh 
plants  either  in  the  North  or  South, 

On  the  way  from  Stillwater ,to  Fayetteville,  the  writer  nad 
occasion  to  pass  through  the  Fort  Gibson  potato  area,      Harvesting  oper- 
ations are  getting  under  full  way  -  even  though  the  plants  are  fully 
75  per  cent,  green.    The  crop  is  handled  in  gunny  sacks  and  shipped  in 
cattle  cars.    According  to  the  local  papers  the  price  varies  betv^^een 
$7,00  and  $S.OO  per  hundred. 

At  ..Fayetteville,  Arkansas,  the  plots  are  located  on  the  new- 
experimental  farm  about  three  miles  west  of  the  city.    The  plants  are 
suffering  Severely  from  drouth  which  followed  directly  vipon  a  rainy 
season.    Apparently  the  plants  are  shallow  rooted  and  unable  to  draw 
a  sufficient  supply  of  moisture,    The  potato  season  in  the  South  is 
drawing  decidedly  to  a  close  and  the  writer  is  rather  afraid  that  where 
there  are  now  snail  tubers,  that  these  will  not  have  much  opportunity 
to  develop  in  a  weather  condition  made  up  of  intense  heat,  drying  winds 
and  little  rain. 

From  the  personal  standpoint  this  southern  trip  has  been  of 
great  value  to  the  writer  having  met  with  many  dif  erent  phases  of  po- 
tato growing.    It  is  admitted  that  the  Southern  sun  is  comfortably 
warm.      I  trust  also  that  notes  and  records  of  value  t6  our  work  have 
been  secured. 

(J.W.  Wellington). 


Washington  Notes.  ' '••  c      •..  :*      June  18.19^^0.  ■ 

Little  of  special  interest  has  occurred  this  week.    The  usual 
annual  notice  ffom  the  Chief  of  the  Office  came  to  my  desk  the  first  of 
the  week  requesting  that  a  detailed  statement  be  prepared  for  his  inform- 
ation and  guidance  relative  to  the  proposed  program  of  work  and  financial 
cost  for  the  fiscal  year  1921-22.    Thi's"r'eport  together  with  a  -second 
covering  the  activities  of the  staff  connected' vvith  the  potato  investiga- 
tions of  the  Office  was  submitted. 
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Iv^ .  Wellington  is  expected  to  reach  Washington  this  evening. 
His  travel  notes  this  week  are  of  more  than  passing  interest. 

The  memDers  of  the  American  Agricultural  Editorsfs  Associa- 
tion are  holding  their  annual  meeting  in  V/ashington  this  week.  These 
gentlemen  ar^.  C;7inc-.ing  d  very  lively  .Interest  in  the  activities  of  the 
Department  of  Agrr.cu^tuvs  and  have  pledged  their  earnest  support  in 
behalf  of  all  leg! slat;. on  affecting  the  welfare  of  the  Department's 
work.    They  are  also  deeply  interested  in  giving  wide  publicity  to  the 
worth  while  re^alys - secured  by  Department  enployees. 

The  Bureau  of  Markets  report  carlot  movement  of  potatoes  on 

June  16  of         cars.    North  Carolina  leads  with  220  cars,  Virginia  is 
second  with  Ilk  cars  (all  from  the  NorfolK:  district),  South  Carolina 
60  cars  and  Texas  h]>  cars,      The  m^ovement  of  old  potatoes  has  almost 
reached  the  zero  point,  Wisconsin  leading  with  5  cars  and  Iv5aine  with 
2  cars.    None  are  reported  from  Minnesota, 

Washington^  NX.  prices  were  quoted  as  follows:  Carloads 
f.o.b,  usual  terms  •*  cloth  top  stave  and  slat  barrels  Irish  Cobblers 
No.  1,  $11. CO,  No.  2,  $7775  and  $S.OO. 

On  the  same  date,  Washington,  D,C.  prices  were  as  follows: 
Florida  double  head  barrels,  Spalding  No.  U,  $11.00  to  $12.00  for  No.l, 
and  05.00  to  $7.00  for  No.  2.    North  and  South  Carolinas,  cloth  top 
slat  and  stave  barrels  Irish  Cobblers  No.  1,  $10.50  and  $11,50,  few 
sales  as  high  as  $12.00,  No.  2,  $5,00  to  $7.00. 

(Wm.  Stuart . 
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Greeley.  Colorado. 


For  Week  Ending  J\ine  IQ.iqgQ. 


For  the  past  week  the  weather  has  been  cool,  and  a  rainfall  of 
1,79  inches  is  recorded. 

We  began  cutting  alfalfa  on  J-une  I5.    The  date  of  cutting  was 
advanced  several  days  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  alfalfa  web  worm  was  be- 
ginning to  danage  the  crop>    While  visiting  potato  fields  in  the  vicinity 
I  fo-und  that  this  worm  is  doing  considerable  damge  to  alfalfa  this  year. 

Owing  to  the  dry  condition  of  the  soil  at  the  time  of  planting, 
a  large  n\imber  of  growers  irrigated  vcp  their  potatoes,  but  now  it  is  be- 
lieved that  there  is  sufficient  moisture  in  the  soil  to  insure  good  gern>- 
ination  even  though  not  previously  irrigated. 

(W.C.  Edmundson). 


Jerome.  Idaho.  For  week  Ending  June  19.  1920^ 

During  the  week  the  weather  conditions  have  been  variable;  during 
the  early  part  of  the  week  conditions  were  nornal.    On  Thursday  night  we 
had  (luite  a  rain  with  high  wind  all  day  Friday  followed  by  a  ten5>erature 
which..almost  reached  the  freezing  point. 

The  potatoes  were  irrigated  this  week  and  are  looking  well,  The 
germination  of  the  peas  has  been  slow.    They  were  also  irrigated  this  week. 
The  beans  and  cucumbers  have  irade  a  good  germination  and  look  very  promising. 

We  started  cutting  hay  on  the  l6th  and  if  possible  will  p'ish  this 
work  to  a  finish  during  the  coming  week, 

(L.L.  Corbett). 


Presque  Isle.  V^ine.  For  week  Ending  June  19.  1920.. 

On  Aroostook  FariD.  we  finished  transplanting  the  I920  seedlings 
Monday  morning*    The  Flea  Beetles  are  quite  numerous  this  year  and  it  was 
necessary  to  dust  lime  on  the  1920  seedlings  as  a  repellant. 

The  Field  has  been  cultivated  and  horseshoed  once,  and  consider- 
able handhoeing  had  to  be  done.  Witch  grass  is  very  bad  this  year  on  the 
new  land. 
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Potatoes  are  germinating  well  this  year  and  most  fields  in 
this  section  will  show  a  normal  stand,    Mr.  John  L.  Scribner,  the  Counts- 
Agent  of  Northern  Aroostook,  who  has  covered  the  Coimty  this  year,  thinivs 
the  acreage  in  potatoes  will  be  a  noriLal  planting. 

We  had  rain  Thursday  night  and  Friday,  but  the  arcoont  of 
moisture  in  the  soil  is  still  insufficient  for  a  maximuin  ra-e,  of  growth. 

(P.M.  Lombard). 

Travel  Notes  June  25,1920. 

There  are  one  or  two  interesting  items  pertaining  to  the  potato 
growing  industry  about  Wharton,  Texas,  which  were  not  incorporated  in 
last  week^s  notes.    Practically  50  per  cent,  of  the  acreage  in  this  dis- 
trict is  grown  on  the  share  basis,  one  party  furnishing  the  seed  and  the 
other  the  land  and  labor.    The  usual  division  of  the  crop  is  on  a  5O-5O 
basis;  in  rare  cases  an  extra  good  grower  receives  55  P^r  cent.    The  seed 
this  year  averaged  about  $35 "00  an  acre  laid  down  at  Wharton  so  that  at 
current  prices  it  would  require  a  very  small  crop  to  return  a  profit  to 
the  party  supplying  the  seed.    The  usual  date  of  planting  is  from  Feb* 
22  to  ¥JxTch  1  and  harvesting  is  generally  complete  by  June  15* 

While  at  Wharton  the  writer  learned  of  a  rather  unique  method 
of  combating  the  Colorado  beetle  -  the  equipment  consisting  of  a  mule, 
a  rider  and  a  pole,  to  each  end  of  which  is  attached  a  bag  of  paris 
green.    The  jogging  of  the  male  causes  the  powder  to  sift  through  the 
sacks  and  down  upon  the  plants.    The  time  of  application  is  early  morn- 
ing while  the  plants  are  still  wet  with  dew.    Several  rows  are  dusted  at 
one  trip  thus  enabling  a  single  outfit  to  dust  several  acres  in  a  few 
hours. 

Another  unuSUal  operation  was  noted.    In  the  harvesting  of  a 
certain  field  it  was  necessary  to  drive  a  planker  over  the  field  two  or 
three  times  before  digging,  in  order  to  subjugate  the  grass  and  weeds 
sufficiently  to  enable  the  digger  to  follow  the  rows.    This  growth  of 
grass  and  weeds  seems  inexcusable  to  the  Northern  mind  yet  the  writer 
was  assured  by  the  owner  that  this  same  field  was  entirely  free  from 
weeds  less  than  two  weeks  previous  to  my  visit.    Tropical  rains  and 
heat  certainly  encourage  the  growth  of  weeds  as  well  as  crops. 


(J.W.  V/ellington.) 


Washing  on  Notes 


June  25,1920. 


Most  of  ths  v/eek  hcs  "been  devoted  to  the  preparation  of  a 
manuscript  for  ci  ra;:mers  Bmlecin  en  Po-uato  Production  in  the  South. 

it  has  r5.in"5n  -ore  or  less  ev^.ry  day  this  week  and  v;ith  one 
exception  th3  nost  cf  ths  rain  has  fallen  between  k:kO  and  6: 00' p.m. 
pr  during  the  time  in  whxch  the  most  of  us  are  on  our  '.var  home** 

On  well  drained  land  the  growing  conditions  are  excellent 
and  all  crops  are  making  a  rapid  growth.    The  early  potato  crop  prom- 
ises to  "be  an  excellent  one. 

Under  date  of  June  21  Professor  Cooper  of  the  Arkansas  Ex- 
periment Station  writes  that  they  had  a  much  needed  rain  S,t  Fayette- 
ville  on  June  I7  and  that  it  has  been  raining  more  or  less  ever  since. 
He  believes  the  potato  crop  in  that  section. was  injured  by  the  drouth 
which  preceded  these  rains  to  the  extent  of  at  least  50  bushels  per 
acre.    It  is  planned  to  harvest  the  experimental  potato  field  at  that 
point  soon  after  July  Uth. 

The  Office  recently  received  from  Professor  Tiebout  a  com:- 
plete  set  of  tuber  san^iles  of  the  various  lots  of  potatoes  gro'»vn  at 
Baton  Pouge  this  season.    As  a  whole  the  stock  was  of  good  quality. 
Some  lots  were  especially  fine. 

(Wm.  Stuart). 
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Greeley.  Colo, 


J-une  28,  1920* 


During  the  past  week  the  weather  has  been  cool  for  the  most  part, 
with  occasional  showers.    This  has  been  "v^ery  favorable  for  the  growth  of 
potatoes  but  not  so  good  for  the  curing  of  hay.    There  is  considerable  hay 
in  the  shock  in  this  district  at  the  present  time» 

We  began  stacking  hay  on  Friday,  June  25,  and  will  finish  by  to- 
day noon. 

The  potato  plots  were  harrov/ed  and  cultivated  during  the  past 
week  in  order  to  preserve  the  moisture  and  to  break  the  heavy  crust  that 
had  formed  since  the  rain». 

Mr>  H.O.  Werner,  Associate  Horticulturist,  of  the  Department  of 
Horticulture,  Lincoln,  Nebr,,  writes  that  he  expects  to  visit  the  Station  on 
July  1  or  2. 

A  trip  was  made  on  June  25  to  the  dry- land  farming  section  in  the 
region  of  ^funn«    There  were  about  300  people  in  the  party,    Fall  wheat  looks 
vrery  well.    On  the  dry- lands  Fall  wheat  is  planted  mostly  after  Summer 
fallowf    Very  few  potatows  are  grown  in  that  district* 

(W.C.  Edmundson). 


Caldwell.  Idaho  Jane  25.  1920, 

Our  continued  spell  of  cool  weather  with  it^s  two  frosts  has 
delayed  the  growth  of  the  potato  crop  and  at  the  feame  time  l^s.  encourage^i 
the  development  of  fusarium,  blackleg  and  rhizoctonia  diseases. 

The  wrilrer,  accompanied  by  Prof,  Bennett,  of  the  Stat  ee  Department 
of  Agriculture,  visited  a  number  of  potato  fields>  on  the  QJfrd*    This  in- 
spection, showed  that  at  the  present  time  the  potato  crop  of  this  section 
is  only  ahout  60  per  cent  of  normal. 

Dwarfed  plants  are  quite  prevalent.    In  one  field  where  the  plants 
are  just  beginning  to  bloom,  22  per  cent  of  dwarf  plants  were  observed,  In 
another  field  where  dry- land  seed  from  Sand  Point,  Idaho  was  used  there  were 
no  dwarfed  plants.    The  plants  in  this  field  had  been  subjected  to  two 
frosts  and  did  not  have  the  best  of  cultural  conditions.    The  absence  of 
dwarf  plants  under  these  conditions  indicates  that  the  disease  was  not  pre- 
sent in  the  seed« 

In  some  instances  tuber  bearing  stolons  were  observed  that  had 
been  entirely  destroyed  by  rhizoctonia* 
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The  potato  acreage  of  this  district,  according  t>o  a  recent  stirvey 
total  a  3521  acres* 

(G,W,  Dewey), 

Stillwater.  Qkla.  J-une  25.  1S20. 


We  have  had  gentle  rains  for  more  than  a  week.    When  the  rains 
cease  and  the  weather  warms  up,  we  will  probahly  have  to  dig  in  order  to 
prevent  rotting.    A  few  potatoes  were  v/ashed  out  "by  one  heavy  rain,  "but 
to  dafe©  we  have  had  no  loss  due  to  rotting. 

(C.W,  Rapp) 


Spooner^  Wis.  June  2^^  1920. 

The  potatoes  are  looking  fine.    The  early  varieties  Triunph,  Iri^ 
Cohtler  and  Early  Ohio,  which  were  planted  June  9th,  have  just:  broken  through 
the  ground.    There  is  apparently  a  good  stand.    By  all  present  indications, 
there  will  be  plenty  of  potato  bugs  to  fight. 

(George  E,  Babbage), 


Washington  Notes  July  2.  1920. 

Miscellaneous  tasks  have  occupied  the  writer  *s.  time  during  the 
past  week.    The  preparation  of  field  books  for  Wisconsin  and. Minnesota 
experimental  fields,  the  inspection  of  seed  stock  in  the  Arlington  Farm 
cold  storage  preparatory  to  our  midsumner  planting  and  the  weighing  of  the 
potatoes  involved  in  the  storage  temperature  project  are  among  the  duties, 
performed! 


The  seed  stock  at  Arlington  Farm,  including  both  I9IS  and  I9I9 
material,  is  practically  as  dormant  as  the  day  it  was  put  in  storage  and  is 
keeping  in  very  good  condition. 

A  full  harvest  report  has  been  received  from  ^A*.  Cain,  Assistant: 
Director  of  the  North  Louisiana  Experiment  Station,  Calhoun,    The  crop  was. 
dug  on  June  23  rd. 


(J.W.  Wellington)-,f 
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Washington  Notes-  July  2,  1920. 

The  weather  has  "been  very  w^oti  this  week  and  plants  have  mde;  a 
rapid  growthe 

The  best  available  infcrnation  on  the  potato  crop  indisstes.  thai 
the  acreage  is  nearl^^  norrcale    The  average  condition  of  the  late  crop  is 
satisfactory. 

Several  inq.iiiries  have  been  recently  received  regarding  the 
prevalence  and  the  value  of  potato  seedballs*    It  appears  that  seedballs 
are  rather  coiimon  this  sea&on» 

A  letter  was  received  this  week  from  W,  Boulter,  Secretary  of  the  . 
Prince  Edward  Island  Potato  Growers*  Association,  intinating  that  the  memb- 
ers: of  the  Association  were  ejecting  to  develop  a  market  for  their  seed 
atock  in  the  Eastern  United  States.    An  invitatim  was  extended  to  repres- 
entatives of  the  Potato  Association  of  America  to  visit  their  section  the 
second  week  in  Augiast» 

The  potato  market  remains  strong  and  prices  have  not  appreciably 
declined,    Carlot  movements  have  fallen  off  somewhat  this  week.    The  total 
reported  movement  ^une  29  was  U67  cars,  on  June  30  it  was  U23  cars*  Dur- 
ing these  two  days  Virginia  shipped  679  of  the  S90  cars  moved.    North  Car- 
olina shipments  for  the  aims  time  were    65  cars,    Maryland  potatoes  are 
now  moving^  17  cars  being  recorded  on  the  30th» 

No.  1  Irish  Cobblers  in  cloth  top,  stave  and  slat  barrels  sold 
at  Elizabeth  City,  N,C,  on  June  3Cth,  at  $10.00,  partly  graded  stock  brought 
$9^35^> 

At  Olney,  Va.  TTranded  No,  1  Irish  Cobblers  brought  $11^00  to 
$11.^5  while  unbranded  sold  at  $10.75  per  t^hl^ 

Washington  prices  on  June  30,  were  as  follows:-  Florida*s  double 
head  barrels  Spaulding  (Kcse)  ifk.    No*  1  brought  $10e50  to  $11.00  with  s 
few  sales  as  high  as  $J.1<.50,  No,  2,  $5.00  to  $7.00.    Virginia  and  North 
Carolina  Irish  Cobblers  in  cloth  top  stave  and  slat  barrels.  No*  1,  brought 
$11.00  to  $11.50;  No.  2,  $5.00  to  $6.00. 

(Wm.  Stuart). 

Airoostook  l^rm»  Presgue  Isle.  Me.  For  week  ending  June  26^  1920. 


Ideal  growing  weather  has  prevailed  here  for  the  past  week,  A 
very  large  shower  Wednesday  night  and  another  Friday  s"t5)plied  the  necess- 
ary moisturej  for  growing  crops. 


On  Aroostook  Farm  we  have  cultivated  and  horsehoed  part  of  the 
field  in  addition  to  the  Savage  Field.    PotQ,toes  are  looking  fine  on  the 
Savage  Field  where  our  Seed  Development  work  is  located  and  I  look  for- 
ward to  some  very  excellent  stock  on  this  field  next  Fall. 

We  expect  to  he^in  spraying  next  week, 

•  Thdre  are  many  reports  of  seed  rotting  this  year.  These  reports 
are  eoming  in  from  all  parts  of  the  county.  Just  how  serious  a  matter  it 
is  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  out  at  this  writing.  In  my  mind  there  are 
several  causes;  first,  seed  was  cut  before  fertilizer  was  at  hand,  and  was 
held  for  a  long  period  with  little  attention  and  was  no  doubt:  in  a  more  or 
less  decayed  condition  when  planted,  second,  the  planter  was  not  properly 

adjusted  to  thoroughly  mix  the  fertilizer  at  time  of  planting. 


(P,M.  Lombard)* 
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Greeley,  Colorado % 


For  Week  Ending  July  3,1920. 


Dui'ing  the  past  week  we  have  had  some  hot  weather,  the  thermo- 
meter registering  firom  90  to  92  degrees  in  the  middle  of  the  day. 

Potatoes  in  this  section  look  well,    A  n\Maber  of  fields  of 
Downing  and  Triurqph  are  in  full  bloom* 

Two  plots  in  the  Irrigation  E::-periment  which  are  to  receive 
frequent  irrigations  throughout  the  summer,  were  irrigated  during  the 
past  week.    All  the  potato  plots  were  sprayed  during  the  week  for  the 
Colorado  potato  beetle  and  the  flea  beetle.    The  Colorado  potato  beetles 
were  not  doing  so  mrach  damage  to  omt  plots  as  had  been  expected.    It  is 
believed  that  the  hard,  driving  rain  of  June  I7  destroyed  a  great  many 
of  the  young  larvae. 

On  Saturday,  July  3»  there  occurred  a  large  break  in  the 
ditch  from  which  we  get  our  water,  but  it  is  reported  that  it  will  be 
r^aired  today  or  tomorrow  (July  6). 

(V/,C,  Edmundson). 

Jerome.  Idaho.  For  Week  Ending  Jimg  26.1 920 «. 

During  the  week  the  weather  conditions  have  been  unfavorable* 
On  the  23rd  we  had  a  frost  that  effected  the  potatoes  to  some  extent, 
and  for  two  days  after  we  had  very  high  cold  windt 

During  the  week  we  have  been  working  in  the  hay  and  will  get 
the  first  cutting  in  the  stack  the  early  part  of  next  week. 

We  are  keeping  the  irrigation  water  on  the  crops  as  is  nec- 
essary and  all  crops  are  lookin^g  very  well  except  as  noted  above.    I  do 
not  think  however  that  the  frost  was  severe  enough  to  do  any  mterial 
damage  to  the  potatoes. 

No  other  crop  on  the  place  was  touched  by  the  cold  during 

this  frost. 

(L.L,  Corbett), 

Jerome,  Idaho.  For  Week  Ending  July  3,1920. 

During  the  week  the  weather  conditions  have  been  very  favor- 
able for  growing  crops,  the  tenperattre  has  ranged  between  80  and  90  de- 
grees and  crops  have  developed  very  fast. 
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The  week  has  "been  spent  in  conpletif^g  the.  harvesting  of  hay 
and  cultivating  and  hoeing  our  experimental  crops. 

The  prospect  for  irrigation  water  remins  good  and  to  date 
we  have  had  our  normal  flow. 

There  is  no  prospect  of  having  to  use  storage  water  for  some 
time  yet,  and  it  now  looks  as  though  we  would  have  sufficient  water  to 
mature  all  crops, 

(L,  L,  Corhett). 


Presque  Isle,  Maine ^.  For  Week  Ending  July  3.  1920 > 

Pield  work  was  held  up  this  week  on  account  of  rain, four  dajs 

On  Aroostook  Farm  we  began  spraying  Thursday  with  Bordeaux 
Mixture.  Potato  bugs  are  quite  plentiful  on  some  fields.  The  Savage 
field  appears  to  be  free  from  this  pest  to  date. 

The  hay  crop  which  looked  so  poor  earlier  in  the  season  will 
probably  cut  a  normal  tonnage*    The  large  amount  of  rain  fall  for  the 
past  three  weeks  has  done  wonders  for  both  iiay  and  potatoes* 

The  rotting  of  potato  seed  pieces  which  for  a  while  appeared 
to  be  s  serious  matter  apparently  is  of  little  consequence  with  the  ex- 
ception of  a  very  few  fields, 

(p.  M,  Lombard). 


Stillwater.  Oklahoma,  July  I920, 

We  began  digging  July  1.    Both  the  yield  and  the  quality  are  . 
an  agreeable  surprise,    Evers^thing  is  much  better  than  last  year. 

We  are  planting  the  cults  and  some  of  the  second.  They  may 
give  us  a  second  crop;  anyhow  we  want  to  try  it.  A'  storage  experiment 
is  also  being  started.  Storage  is  one  of  the  biggest  problems  of  this 
State. 

Ground  is  being  put  into  condition  for  the  potato  work  next 

year. 

(C.W.Eapp). 
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Msuiisorx.  Wisconsin^  For  week  ending  July  3.192C1 

Th3  condition  of  the  crop  reirains  very  satisfactory  in  Wiscon- 
sin.   All  of  oVT  coinrcercial  potato  growing  sections  have  received  abundant 
rainfall,    Tsioperat ure  conditions  have  not  been  excessively  hot  and  we  lock 
for  a  very  good  stanch 

Reports  from  the  potato  growing  sections  indicate  that  the 
potato  beetle  is  very  abundant  this  year  and  our  growers  will  have  to 
take  every  precaution  this  year  to  control  this  pest.    Active  preparations 
for  spraying  with  arsenicals  is  now  being  rrads*    Reports  from  our  Spooner 
Branch  Station  are  satisfactory  to  date.      Good  growing  conditions  are 
prevailing.    The  first  inspection  of  the  field  will  be  nade  about  July  6» 

Seed  potato  ^plications  have  been  received  from  approximately 
200  growers.    We  expect  250  potato  growers  in  the  State  to  request  seed 
potato  inspection  this  year.    The  last  date  for  receipt  of  applications 
is  July  15, 

(J,a,Milward)i 

Washington  Notes.  July  7^  ^Q^O* 

Mr,  Wellington  and  the  writer  plan  to  leave  this  evening  foi* 
Norfolk  for  the  purpose  of  harvesting  the  experimental  potatoes  at  the 
Virginia  Truck  Experiment  Station.    It  is  hoped  that  this  task  can  be 
con5)lete4  in  tin»  to  3fettar«  fri^y  evening. 

Washington  and  vicinity  was  visited  by  three  heavy  thunder- 
storms during  the  afternoon  and  evening  of  July  2.    "Hie  second  storm 
was  atconpanied  by  a  high  wind  ishich  strewed  streets  with  broken  branched 
of  trees  and  &n  occasional  tree  itself.    Nearly  thre«  inches  of  rain  fell 
during  the  three  showery.    Considerable  danage  was  done  to  growing  crops 
by  the  wind  and  the  rain,    Thd  rapidity  with  which  the  rain  came  resulted 
in  some  badly  washed  gardens  and  fields  but  sufficient  moisture  was  absorljed 
by  the  soil  to  furnish  the  plants  with  very  favorable  growing  conditiens. 
The  thunderstorms  also  broke  the  heat  spell »  and    since  then  the  weather 
hae  been  umi9ua3ily  favorable  for  the  potato  crop* 

Shipments:-   1?he  carlot  movensant  of  potatoes  on  July  3  numbered 
53U  cafe  while  on  July  $  owing  to  its  being  a  holiday,  the  shipments  were 
only  I67  cars.    The  eastern  shore  of  Virginia,  shipments  on  July  3  were 
303  cars  while  dn  July  5  they  were  153  cars,  or  5^ #7  and  9I.6  per  cent, 
Of  th»  total  shipments* 
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Prices*.-    The  f.o.b.  car  lot  q-Qotations  at  Onley,  Virginia  on 
July  3  were  $10,25  to  $10.75  for  branded  cloth  top  stave  barrels  No.  1 
Itish  Cobblers  and  $10,15  and  $10,25  for  imbranded  stock. 

V/ashingtCfn  prices  are  the  same  as  quoted  in  last  week's  'TY^" . 

(Wn,  StuE.rt) , 
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Greeley.  Colorado > 


Week  ending  July  IQ.  1920 


During  the  week  two  trips  were  irade  to  the  dry-land  sections 
northeast  of  Greeley  to  inspect  potato  seed  plots.     Some  of  the  farmers 
in  these  sections  are  growing  seed  potatoes  for  growers  in  the  irrigated 
districts. 

On  Wednesday/,  July  7<  together  with  County  Agent  Kiapp,  I 
visited  growers  in  the  Birggsdale  section.    On  Friday,  July  9>  I  went 
north  and  east  of  Pur^ell.      In  most  all  of  these  plots  some  minture 
was  found*    Most  of  the  seed  sent  to  the  dry-land  districts  from  Greeley 
is  of  the  Pearl  varieisy,  although  a  few  Rural  New  Yorkers  are  "being  grown. 
The  plots  are  widely  scattered  which  makes  it  difficult  to  get  around  to 
visit  them.    They  are  all  small,  but  this  is  the  first  year  on  the  deed- 
plot  work  and  it  is  hoped  that  next  year  a  larger  acreage  will  be  grown, 

No.  2  ditch,  which  broke  about  a  week  ago,  has  not  yet'  been 
repaired.    This  is  going  to  handicap  us  somewhat  in  our  'Irrigation  Ex- 
periment but  our  potatoes  are  not  suffering  for  water  and  therefore  we 
^0  not  anticipate  any  great  loss. 

There  have  been  mamerous  hail  storms  in  various  parts  of  Weld 
County  during  the  past  two  weeks.    Some  sections  have  been  very  seriously 
damaged,  but  in  most  cases  where  potatoes  were  planted  it  is  believed 
that  they  will  come  out  all  right.    Beans  and  com  are  among  the  crops 
most  seriously  injured. 

Word  has  been  received  from  Mr.  H.  0.  Werner,  who  was  expected 
here  on  July  1  or  2j  that  his  plans  have  been  altered  and  that  he  will 
not  be  with  us  for  about  a  month* 

I  expect  to  leave  the  first  part  of  next  week  either  for  the 
southern  part  of  the  State  or  for  the  northeastern  portion  of  Weld  County 
to  visit  the  seed  plots  in  the  Grover  and  Keota  districts, 

(W.C.  Edimndson)* 

Jerome.  Idaho.  For  Week  Ending  July  10,1920, 

During  the  week  the  weather  oonditions  have  been  very  favorable 
to  plant  growth.  The  day  temperatures  have  ranged  from  90  to  96  degrees 
with  warm  nights  for  this  altitude. 

As  a  result  of  the  warm  week  the  crops  have  irade  a  wonderful 
growth;  all  grains  have  developed  materially  and  alfalfa  is  growing  very 
rapidly.    The  alfalfa  we  cut  first  is  now  standing  eighteen  inches  and 
that  last  cut  is  more  than  a  foot  high. 


Potatoes  and  cultivated  crops  have  also  grown  eqioally  as  well 
as  the  grain  and  hay  and  ii"  we  can  continue  to  have  favorable  weather  and 
plenty  of  water  as  seems  assured,  the  crops  will  "be  fine,  throughout  the 
tract • 

(L.L.Corbett). 


Presq.ue  Isle.  Maine.  For  Week  Ending  July  10,1 320 » 

Considerable  rain  this  week  rrade  it  rather  difficult  to  do  much 
field  work.    We  sprayed  the  plats  on  Aroostook  Farqa  and  the  seed  develop- 
ment work  on  the  Savage  Tield.    V/e  did  considerable  rougi£<g,.  and  have  been 
busy  hoeing  ever  since  the  field  was  planted.    Witch  grass  and  thistles  are 
very  abundant  on  our  field  this  year^ 

Recent  visitors  to  the  Farm  were  Mr.  A.  G.  tKirney  and  A.C.Parker 
from  Canada,    These  two  gentlemen  are  making  a  survey  of  some  sections  of 
New  Brunswick  under  the  direction  of  Mr,  G.C.  Cunningham  relative  to  the 
causes  of  the  poor  fields  of  potatoes  in  that  Province,    The  drouth,  poor 
seed,  and  fertilizer  are  thought  to  be  the  principal  causes.    Some  fields 
run  as  high  as  50  per  cent,  of  misses.    This  trouble  is  present  iri  Aroostook 
County  to  some  extent. 

Weather  record  for  June, 

Maxiirmm  tenperature 
MinimuzB  terrperature 
Total  precipitation 
Greatest  precipitation  in  2k  hours 
Number  of  days  .01  or  more  precipitatioEU 
dumber  of  days  clear 
Number  of  days  partly  cloudy 
Number  of  days  cloudy 

Over  5  inches  of  rain  fell  from  June  29  to  July  7» 

Rainfall    May  .91  inches 

Rainfall    June  6* OS  inches 

Rainfall  July  1-7  3.00  inches 

(P,M.  Lombard). 


82  June  27 

35  June  5 

6.0s  inches 

1.09  June  29 

Ik 

Ik 

10 
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Pullman.  Washington.  For  Week  Ending  July  10 >  1920. 

The  potato  crop  in  Washington  is  extremely  variable  this  year. 
Heavy  late  frosts  about  June  23rd  cut  many  potato  fields  to  the  ground. 
In  the  low  land  districts  like  Kennewijdc,  the  early  potato  crop  will  be 
harvested  within  the  next  t^vo  or  three  weeks.    In  the  high  land  districts 
of  the  State  the  main  crop  was  mostly  planted  in  June.    Pb,Wto  fields  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Pullman  on  the  south  slopes  are  now  in  blossom  vvhile 
those  planted  on  north  slopes  in  many  cases  are  just  "cqp. 


-  3  - 


The  late  spring  rains  in  the  non-irrigated  sections  have  placed 
the  soil  in  excellent  ccndition  and  Tip  to  date  there  is  no  eviienre  of  in- 
sect pests  'Dein^  active.    The  extreme  cold  winv.'-.r  caused  a  great  deal  of 
daicage  to  the  seed  s-cock  ar_d  the  stand  now  showing  is  extremely  •uneven. 

(0.  M.  Morris). 

Washington  No-ces.  Jttly  15,  1920. 

The  experimental  potatoes  grown  on  the  Virginia  Trr.ck  Experiment 
Station  grounds  at  Norfolk,  Virginir^,  were  harvested  Jxily  S-3  and  the  coni- 
plete  data  on  yields  seciired  in  time  to  ret'orn  on  the  Saturday  evening  boat, 
July  10. 

The  striking  contrast  between  the  yields  from  the  I9IS  and  I919 
seed  stock  left  no  q.ue3tion  in  ones  mind  as  to  the  devitalizing  effect  of 
prolonged  storage  upon  the  vigor  and  the  productiveness  of  the  pl£»nts.  ITie 
I9I8  seed  stock  yielded  at  the  rate  of  2d.U  bushels  of  prirces  per  acre  while 
the  1919  seed  stock  produced  at  the  rate  of  ISO. 2  bushels  per  acre.  The 
total  yield  of  primes  and  culls  from  the  I9I8  seed  stock  was  at  the  rate 
of  88. U  bushels  while  the  I9I9  seed  yielded  237.6  bushels.    The  ratio  of 
primes  to  culls  from  the  I9I8  seed  was  as  1  is  to  2.^k  and  from  the  19^9 
seed  was  as  3'!^       to  1. 

m 

The  potato  shipments  from  the  Norfolk  district  up  to  July  9  were 
reported  to  be  slightly  in  excess  of  800,000  bartels  and  those  in  a  position 
to  know  predict  a  total  shipment  of  about  900,000    ^rrel*.    The  I919  sMp- 
ments  from  this  district  totc^lled  81b, 000  barrSlo.    Tlie  increase  this  year 
is  due  to  a  larger  acreage  rather  than  an  increased  yield.     In  fact,  the 
average  yield  per  acre  is  generally  conceded  to  be  below  normal* 

Vbr ,  Wellington  left  last  evening  for  Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  lowe, 
and  Nebraska  points,  The  writer  leaves  tonight  for  points  in  New  Jersey, 
Rhode  Island,  Massachusetts,  Vermont, Ltlaine  and  the  Maritime  Provinces  of. 
Qanada . 

Car lot  Movements.    The  carlot  movement  of  potatoes  on  Tuesdry 
July  13  totalled  573  cars.    Of  this  number  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia 
contributed  312  cars  and  the, Norfolk  district  35*    ^  total  of  77  cars  is 
credited  to  the  Eastern  Shore  of  ^^aryland  while  other  Maryland  points 
added  17  more.    Hew  Jersey  growers  shipped  ik  cars. 

Prices .  Cnjey,  Virginia  quotations  were  $11.00  and  $11. 5©  for 
branded  Irish  Gobblers  in  cloth  top  stave  barrels.  Washington  prices  on 
the  same  date  were  identical  to  those  at  Onley.  Unbranded  No.  1  Easteria 
Shore  Irish  Cobblers  were  quoted  at  $10.00  to  $10.50  while  culls  brought 
$5.00  to  $6.50  per  barrel. 

(Wm,  St\iartO 
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Greeley.  Colorado. 


For  Week  Ending  July  17.  1920 » 


On  Monday  July  12,  I  left  Greeley  to  visit  the  seed  potato  plots  in 
the  northeastern  part  of  Weld  County  that  were  not  inspected  fixiring  the 
previous  week.      Some  farms  were  visited  before  reaching  Grover,  where  I 
met  MR.  A.  L,  Woodhams;  who  looked  softer  the  distribution  of  the  seed  in 
that  section.    In  the  afternoon,  Mr.  Woodhams  assisted  me  in  the  work  of 
inspection,    I  left  Grcver  late  in  the  afternoon  and  looked  over  a  number 
of  fields  near  Keota  after  supper*    On  Tuesday^  July  13,  I  finished  the  in- 
spection of  plots  in  the  Keota  district  and  later  in  the  day  visited  a  few 
growers  near  Briggsdale  whom  I  was  unable  to  see  on  the  former  visit  to 
that  section. 

For  the  most  part,  the  potatoes  in^he  dry-land  district  are  looking 
well,    I  was  very  sorry  to  find  that  raich  of  the  seed  sent  out  from  the 
-Greeley  district  contained  considerable  mixture. 

On  July  15»  the  "frequent  irrigation"  plot,  the  seedlings,  and  the 
variety  tests  were  irrigated.  The  seedlings  are  doing  exceptionally  well 
and  some  of  the  earlist  are  beginning  to  bloom.  We  expect^  to  irrigate 
most  of  the  experimental  plots  this  week.  Many  of  the  potato  growers  are 
irrigating  this  *eek.  While  the  stand  is  generally  good,  late  potatoes 
are  a  little  backward  for  this  time  of  the  year,  and  it  is  the  opinion  of 
most  growers  that  the  potatoes  need  to  be  forced  along* 

The  Colorado  Crop  Reporting  service  makes  the  following  forecast 
for  Colorado    based  upon  condition  of  the  crops  on  July  1; 

"The  production  of  potatoes  this  year  is  eetinaated  at 
13,072,000  bushels,  compared  with  11,0^0,000  bushels 
last  year.    The  acreage  is  about  86,000  compared  with 
92,500  last  year.    The  condition  of  the  crop,  however, 
is  much  better  at  this  time  than  it  was  last  year,  being 
95  P®r  cent,  of  normal  on  July  1,  compared  with  S6  per 
cent .  last  year  and  an  average  of  90  per  cent «  for  the 
past  ten  years." 

(W.C.  Edmundson). 

Jerome.  Idaho.  For  Week  Ending  July  17.  1920, 

]Xiring  the  week  the  weather  conditions  have  been  very  favorable  to 
growing  crops.    Ter]:5)eratures  ranging  from  90  to  96  degrees  have  prevailed. 

The  potato  crop  is  making  fine  growth  at  this  time.    The  harvesj  of 
early  potatoes  from  Caldwell  and  Reaper t  districts  has  commenced,  but  I  have 
not  heard  the  price  paid. 


Grains  are  beginning  to  ripen  and  harvest  will  Megin  within  two 
weeks  J  indications  now  look  like  a  good  crop  generally  throughout  the 
tract, 

(L.L.  Corbett). 

Ames,  Iowa.  July  15,  1920^ 

The  late  potatoes  are  now  coming  into  blossom  and  the  Early  Ohios 
in  many  of  the  small  gardens  are  now  being  harvested.    The  weather  con- 
ditions have  been  very  satisfactory  of  late  fpr  the  potato  crop*  Nights 
have  been  cool,  unusually  so  for  July,  and  showers  have  been  frequent. 
The  leaf  hoppers  have  not  been  so  plentiful  as  in  most  years  and  to  date 
tipburn  is  not  very  serious*    Messrs  Budnick  and  Fenton  are  at  Osage,  this 
week,  whpEe  they  are  making  spray  applications  for  the  leaf  hopper »  These 
applications  will  consist  of:  fir^t  nicotine  sulphate,  straight;  second, 
in  combination  with  Bordeaux  mixture;  and  third,  Bordeaux  mixture,  straight. 
To  date  the  Bordeaux  seems  to  be  one  of  the  most  effective  sprays  for  leaf 
hoppers  and  has  proven  a  very  good  repellant. 

So  far  the  potato  bugs  have  not  made  their  appearance  in  any  serious 
way,  though  we  are  loaded  and  ready  for  them. 

(A.T.  Erwin)» 


Presgue  Isle«  Maine.  For  Week  Ending  July  17.  1920 « 

Considerable  rain  this  week  delayed  field  work  to  some  extent* 
Plats  on  Aroostook  State  Farm  were  sprayed  with  Bordeaux  mixture  and 
arsenite  of  zinc.    Part  of  the  plats  were  cultivated  and  horsehoed.  We 
finished  rogueing  for  the  first  time  with  the  exception  of  about  an  acre* 
Mosaic  and  leaf  roll  plajats  were  found  in  considerable  quantity.  Another 
rogueing  will  be  done  in  a  week  or  ten  days, 

(P.M.  Lombard). 

Travel  Notes.  July  19 ^  1920*  . 

The  writer  visited  Holradel,  N,  J.,  on  the  l6th  and  found  the  col- 
lection of  Department  seedlings  being  tested  out  on  the  farm  of  Mr<Theron 
McCarapbell  in  splendid  condition  so  far  as  cultural  care  was  concerned. 
Several  of  those  seedlings  as  might  be  expected  do  not  seem  to  be  adapted 
to  New  Jersey  conditions.    A  few  were  also  noted  that    contained  more 
diseased  plants  than  is  considered  allowable,    A  number  of  them  however, 
appear  to  be  free  from  disease  and  are  making  a  strong  vigorous  growth. 


It  is  doubtful  if  any  of  them  can  to  reconmended  very  highly  as  a  com- 
mercial variety  for  Monmouth  County,  .N.J,,  growers.      The  object  oi 
testing  seedlings  at  this  point  is  to  determine  whether  any  of  them 
|)0ftefto6  the  reciuisite  attributes  to  displace  the  American  Giant  which 
is  the  lec-ding  cormiercial  variety  in  the  County* 

The  Giant  crop  is  coming  along  nicely  and  promises  to  give  a 
normal  yield*    In  some  of  the  fields  the  stand  is  not  as  good  as  it 
might  be  but  the  genera'-,  thriftir.es'3  of  the  plants  is  expected,  to  off- 
set any  decrease  in  yield  from  this  ecarcee 

Saturday  afternoon  July  17,  was  spent  in  inspecting  the  potc^to 
crop  experiments  at  the  Rhode  island  Station  and  also  tc^king  some  notes 
on  15  Department  seedlings  that  are  being  tested  there. 

Some  very  interesting  results  are  being  secured  on  the  beho.vior 
or  hom«  grown  vs,  Maine  grown  seed  stock;  ?v'?alched  Vd,  unmulched;  effect 
and  low  and  high  applications  of  nitrogen,  phocphorouo  and  potash  on  the 
resultant  vigor  of  the  seed  stock,  potash  starvation,  etc. 

While  the  time  that  could  be  devoted  to  the  work  was  too  bhort 
to  permit  of  a  very  careful  study,  of  the  data,  a  few  facts  were  apparent i 

1.  Home  grown  seed  is  not  a  success* 

2»  ^^ulched  seed  seems  to  be  superior  to  unimilched  but  not  equal 
to  ^^ine  grown  seed. 

3t  Seed  from  plants  nourished  on  a  low  nitrogen,  low  phosphorous 
and  low  potash  food  supply  have  produced  larger  and  more  - 
vigorous,  plants  than  from  the  highly  fertilized  seedt 

The  general  cultural  care  given  to  the  experimental  potato  plots 
at  the  Rhode  Island  Station  has  been  excellent  and  where  good  seed  was 
used,  thsre  is  every  indication  of  a  good  crop* 

A  rather  severe  outbreak  of  the  late  blight  was  notfed  in  one 
Green  Mountain  plot.    Monday  forenoon,  July  I9,  was  spent  with  Assist- 
ant Cbunty  Agent  Dearth  in  inspecting  some  potato  fields  in  Worcester 
Co"finty^  m^Bk    W,  Dearth  claims  that  the  farmers  are  becoming  more 
and  more  interested  in  good  seed  and  in  the  treating  of  the  seed  and 
ihe  spraying  of  the  crop* 

The  potato  acreage  of  Worcester  County  is  claimed  to  be  25  per 
centt  below  normal*    The  state  as  a  while  has  a  normal  acreage.  The 
crop  16  r<*ther  late  but  is  looking  well  and  growing  fast* 

A  potato  field  day  is  planned  for  August  12,    This  meeting  which 
is  to  be  held  at  Princeton  will  include  the  growers  of  Cheshire  County, 
New  Haii?23hire,  as  well  as  thor*?  of  ?/orcester  County.    Tiie  writer  has  re- 
tjeived.  a  pressing  ihvitationta  attend  and  u&y  do  eo« 


(Wm,  Stuc*rt)* 


'  k  ^ 


Travel  Notes  -    Spooner  ,Wiaconsin»  July  17,  1920> 

The  potatoeG       Spconer  have  n^ide  u  rerriirkcibly  rc^pid  grcw+h  this 
season.    Cool  ni^'hts  c.nd  cb'ui.dant  rains  have  furnished  ideal  conditions 
for  development      Tlie  Green  Mountains  plo.nted  on  Iv'^y  25  and  26th  are 
practically  in  full  bloom.    The  rurals  are  just  beginning  to  flower. 
The  Triunph,  Oh.lo  cn^!  OoVolers  planted  on  June  9  ^^nd  10  show  a  blcsoom 
here  and  there,    Al'^''t5ev..i3r  the  fields  at  Spooner  are  in  a  very  prom-  . 
ising  condition  ^nd  present      beaatiful  sight  at  this  timerv 

Professor  Milv/ard  and  the  writer  have  spent  Friday  and  Saturday 
in  securing  germination,  disease  -^nd  description  records  and  in  rogaeing 
diseased  plants    from  the  promising  strains*    The  Triumphs  apparently 
separate  into  two  groups,  good  and  inferior,  with  no  medium  grades.  In 
other  words  the  strains  seem  to  be  either  corrparatively  free  of  mosaic 
or  very  much  burdened  with  it.    One  or  two  lots  were  practically  free; 
others  approached  100  per  cent,  infection*    As  a  whole  the  writer  feels 
that  the  general  run  of  stock  is  of  a  higher  grade  than  last  year* 

Professor  Milward  plans  to  give  the  work  wider  publicity  this  year 
and  expects  to  have  u,  large  attendance  of  potato  men  at  the  field  meeting 
August  IS,    Mr,  Hicks,  president  of  the  Wisconsin  potato  A3  60ciation, 
visited  the  fields  Friday  and  ii£4.nif eated  a  keen  interest  in  our  work. 

(J.W,  Wellington), 

Travel  Notes  -  Grand  Rapids,  Minnesota,  July  20.  I920, 

Professor  Milward  and  the  writer  reached  Grand  Rci.pids,  Sunday, 
after  a  pleasant  ride  from  Duluth,    Through  the  courtesy  of  Mr,  Bergh, 
Sunday  afternoon  wa^  utilized  in  observing  the  general  condition  of  the 
potest 0  crop  c^bout  Grand  Rcipids.    Some  fields  are  just  breaking  through  the 
ground;  others  »re  white  with  bloom.      This  irregulatity  is  due  to  a 
cold  rainjr  spring  which  delayed  many  farmers  in  their  planting. 

Our  plots  at  the  experiment  Stcition  were  planted  early  and  have 
mc^de  a  satisfactory  growth.    The  Irish  Cobblers  and  Green  Mountain  blocks 
^re  radic^nt  with  bloom  cjid  are  very  attractive.    There  are  some  splendid 
strains  of  these  two  varieties  in  the  field  and  so  nearly  eq.uar  in  quality 
that  it  was  difficult  for  the  observer  to  select  the  best  lots.  The 
Triumph  block  is  not  satisfactory  -  we  agreed  that  there  is  no  lot  wottby 
of  continuance.    The  Rurals  are  uniformly  healthy  but  have  not  yet  at- 
tained full  development. 

Generally  speaking  the  Grand  Rapids  plots  are  in  a  satisfactory 
condition.    The  variation  between  strains  of  a  single  potato  variety  is 
30  clearly  and  effectively  demonstrated  that  any  potato  man  would  be 
anply  repaid  for  the  visit  to  the  Station. 


* 
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professor  A.G»Tolaas  arrived  Monday  noon  and  was  enth-usiastic  in 
his  appreciation  of  the  work  and  is  planning  to  assemble  his  inspectors 
for  a  study  of  the  field*    He  plans  to  be  present  Farmers  day,  August  oth, 
to  explain  the  experiment  to  the  visitors. 

The  writer  left  Grs-nd  Rapids,  J^uesday  morning,  via  bus  to  Coleraine 
en  route  to  St,  Paul,  Iixmeeota, 


(j.W.Welling-ucnJc 
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Greeley,  Colorado. 
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miring  the  past  week  the  potato  experimental  plots  were  cultivated 
and  irrigated.    Cultivation  on  rrany  Ji"  the  plots  will  have  to  be  discontinued 
for  the  vines  are  large  and  v;ould  be  injured  by  the  cultivator.    The  Green 
Mountains  seed  which  vvas  secured  from  the  seed  improvement  plots  at  Spooner, 
Wisconsin,    were  in  full  bloom  last  week,  blooming  at  the  same  time  as  the 
Irish  Coboler  and  in  advance  of  so.r.e  of  the  early  varieties  which  were  planted 
on  the  same  date . 


Some  of  the  strains  of  Triunph  grown  this  year  seem  to  be  excep- 
tionally fine,  a  number  shewing  exceptionally  good  growth  and  no  disease  at 
the  present  time. 

Moat  of  the  plots  were  rogued  last  week.  It  was  surprising  to  find 
so  much  mixture  in  some  of  the  seed  secured  from  outside  sources.  One  lot  of 
certified  seed  contained  considerable  mixture. 

It  is  planned  to  have  a  Visitor's  Day  during  the  week. of  August  l6, 
the  exact  date  has  not  yet  been  decided.    A  large  attendance  is  expected. 

The  second  (gaJ^thggof  alfalfa  will  be  made  this  week. 

Son©  early  potatoes  are  being  harvested.  Buyers  are  offering  $2,00 
per  hundred,  but  the  growers  are  holding  off,  hoping  for  better  prices # 

(W,  C,  Edmundson), 

Jerome.  Idaho,  For  Week  Ending  July  31,  1920. 

During  the  week  the  weather  conditions  have  been  fairly  favorable 
with  continued  heat  and  two    light  showers  during  the  time.    On  Sunday  the 
25th  I  had  a  short  visit  from  Br.  D.  iJ.  Shoemaker. 

We  have  continued  irrigation  of  crops  as  our  water  supply  would 
permit,  and  have  all  crops  doing  well  at  this  time. 

Potatoes  arei  naking  a  good  growth  and  there  is  indication  of  a  good 
set  of  tubers  on  the  vines. 

We  expect  a  cut  of  about  kO  per  cent,  in  water  s-u^ply  at  once  for 
ten  days  or  thereabouts  after  which  we  will  have  practically  the  normal  sup- 
ply again,  according  to  orders  recently  issued. 

We  finished  stacking  second  cutting  hay  the  .:dddle  of  the  week  and 
will  begin  harvesting  grain  durinz  the  coming  week. 


(L.L.Corbett). 


Presque  Isle,  mine.  For  Week  Ending  July  2k,  1920.  ^ 

The  weather  for  the  pdst  week  has  been  for  the  most  part  clov.dy, 
v^ith  mild  showers  T"r5.day  and  SavJirday.    Rain  is  mch  needed  for  potatoes, 
but  hf.ying  operations  are  in  full  swing  and  fair  weather  tor  a  we^k  or  ten 
days  would  be  approci^a'^d  by  the  najority  of  farmers. 

Potatce-  px^nxei  fjArlv  early  ha,ve  .lade  a  good  growth,  and  in 
general  are  looking  wel''  , 

Professor  Stuart  ariivud  Tv^esday  night  and  spent  the  ren^e.inr'.er  of 
the  week  in  going  over  the  oxpeviirenta'j.  plats  and  assisting  with  ohs  rcg\dng 
of  diseased  plaiits  and  note  taking. 

All  of  our  plats  have  been  rogaed  for  diseased  plants  on-e  and 
some  of  them  have  been  over  the  second  tiDie.      Cultural  operations  have  for 
the  most  part  stopped,  plants  having  reached  the  stage  when  fui'ther  work 
among  them  would  work  more  injury  than  benefit. 

Spraying  with  Bordeaux  mixture  will  continue  until  about  Sept.l, 

(P.  M.  Lombard). 

Presque  Isle.  Maine.  For  Week  Ending  July  31,  1920. 

The  weather  for  the  past  week  has  been  fair,  and  with  the  ex- 
ception of  some  cloudy  days  has  been  very  good  for  haying.      The  soil  is 
very  dry  and  rain  is  needed  for  gardens  and  potatoes. 

Late  Blight  has  appeared  in  most  fields  and  is  spreading  quite 
rapidly  in  some  fields.  Conditions  were  unfavorable  for  the  application- 
of  Bordeaux  in  June,  consequently  potato  plants  have  quite  large  when  spray- 
ing operations  began.  The  majority  of  fields  were  sprayed  as  often  as  poss- 
ible in  July.  Many  faraiers  do  not,  when  the  plants  get  large,  rig  the  spray 
boom  so  as  to  carry  two  nozzets  to  the  row.  Nor  is  there  in  most  cases  suf- 
ficient pressiare  carried  to  do  efficient  work. 

On  Aroostook  Farm  our  plats  were  sprayed  this  week  with  Bordeaux 
Mixture,  and  our  Seed  Development  work  on  the  Savage  field.    We  also  sprayed 
a  fo^or  acre  plat  for  Dr.  E.  S.  Shultz  oi  the  Office  of  Cotton  and  Truck  Dis- 
eases.   On  this  plat  Bordeaux  Mixt^jre  for  late  blight,  arsenite  of^zinc  for 
bugs  and  Black  Leaf  #^40  for  aphis    was  used  with  a  spray  boom  rigged  so  as 
to  spray  the  underside  of  the  leaves  as  well  as  on  top.    Two  operations  were 
necessary.    In  the  first  operation  three  rows  v^ere  sprayed  at  a  time  with 
two  nozzels  per  row  rigged  so  as  to  spray  the  under  side  of  the  leaves.  A 
pressure  of  1^0  lbs.  to  180  lbs.  was  carried.    In  the  second  spraying  four 
rows  were  sprcayed,  two  nozzels  per  row  arranged  so  as  to  cover  the  sides  and 
tops  of  the  leaves.    The  sane  pressure  was  carried  as  in  the  first  spraying. 
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We  rogued  our  pla-ts  on  Aroostock  Farm  c^nd  the  Savage  field  for 
the  second  time  this  week.    In  addition  blossoming  records  and  description 
notes  were  taken. 

We  were  I'ndeed  forttjinate  to  have  Professor  Stuart  with  us  for  the 
past  two  weeks.  V/e  were  able  with  his  assistance  to  catch  up  with  our  work 
some  of  which  would  not  stand  delay, 

A  trip  was  rrade  to  Fort  Fairfield  Friday  with  some  C^^nadian  friends 
and  the  Limestone  section  v^fas  visited  on  Saturday. 

(P.M.Lombard.) 

Travel  Notes  -  Frederickton,  N.B.  August  3i  1920. 

A^  Presque  Isle,  roguing  and  note  taking  occupied  the  writer's 
attention  until  Thuraday  evening  July  29  when  the  arrival  of  Superintendent 
Professor  &  ^rs,  W.  S.  Blair  of  the  Dominion  Experimental  Farm,  Kentville, 
N.S,,  Superintendent  and  ¥irs,  W.W.Hubbard  of  the  Dominion  Experimental  Farm 
at  Fredericton,  N.B.,  c;.nd  Messrs.  G.C .Cunngingham  and  A«  G,  T^orney,  patholo- 
gist and  horticulturist  respectively  of  the  Fredericton  Experimental  Farm 
put  a  stop  to  f-:irther  note  taking. 

Friday,  July  30,  was  spent  inspecting  the  experimental  work  of 
the  Department  on  Aroostook  Farm,  and  vicinity  a.nd  the  examination  of  potato 
fields  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Fairfield  c-nd  Easton,  Mi^ine* 

An  interesting  feature  of  this  inspection  trip  consisted  in  an  \ 
examination  of  c  field  of  Green  Mountains  grown  from  stock  purchased  through 
the  agency  of  New  Brunswick  Seed  Pot^vto  Inspection  Ssrvice,    The  superiority 
of  this  seed  stock  both  in  vigor  and  general  freedom  from  disease  over  that 
of  locally  grown  seed  is  very  apparent  on  even  a  casual  inspection.    The  vine 
growth  on  the  20  acre  field  inspected  was  so  r^nk  thei.t  the  spfc-ces  between 
the  rows  were  pr-LCtic*lly  obliteritted.    Unfortunately  the  plt^nts  were  found 
to  be  rather  generally  infected  with  l-^te  blight  e^nd  unless  weather  conditions 
*re  extremely  unf«*vor«.ble  for  the  development  of  this  disease,  it  is  ruther 
doubtful  if  the  ordinary  *pplicittion  of  fungicides  will  prevent  serious 
loss  in  yield  of  tubers.     Ii.,te  blight  infection  was  not  confined  to  this 
particular  field  but  w«.s  found  to  be  prevalent  to  :w  grec^ter  or  lesser  extent 
in  most  fields  examined. 

On  Saturday  July  31.  the  party  accompanied  by  Dr.  W.J.Morse  of 
the  Mjfeine  Experiment  Station,  left  Presque  Isle,  Maine  and  proceeded  to 
Grand  Falls,  N.B. ,  via  Caribou  and  Limestone,  Maine.    Potcito  fields  being 
visited  along  the  way.    An  expecially  fine  field  of  Irish  Cobblers  was  noted 
on  the  farm  of  Medford  B.  Hayford  located  about  midway  between  Presque  Isle, 
and  Caribou,    Many  fields  were  noted  along  the  way  in  which  the  percentage 
of  misses  was  rather  high. 
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In  the  i.ftsrnoon,  we  motored  from  Grand  Falls  to  Perth,  N.B., 
where  we  stopped  over  night.    On  this  part  of  the  trip  a  nuT;cer  of  fields  , 
were  inspected  in  which  the  misses  were  so  n-umerous  as  to  make  the  crop  \ 
an  -unprofitable  one  from  the  production  standpoint*    These  itrisses  wer? 
attributed  to  fer-ili5.7r  in;)ary  c-rf  to  weather  conditions  =     It  vas  no'-.ed 
that  wherever  a  .r^rj.ajn  brand  of  fertilizer  had  been  used  the  stand  was 
mach  .T.ore  inxerfoct  ^nan  wi-:h  other  brands.    This  occijirred  so  often  as  to 
leave  little  douot  ir.  th-^  rinds  of  those  who  saw  the  fields  that  the  ferti- 
lizer v;as  the  prin:ary  o^.-.-id  of  the  failure  of  the  seed  pieces  to  grew.  It 
was  furthermore  evident  thc.t  the  plants  which  did  grow  were  undersized  ind 
lacking  in  vigor. 

On  Sunday,  August  1,  we  motored  from  Perth  to  Melville,  N.B,, 
The  intention  was  to  re^ch  Fredericton  in  the  eTen^ng  but  engine  trouble 
in  one  of  the  cars  so  delayed  progress  that  wo  were  unable  tp  proceed  fur- 
ther than  the  town  mentioned.    The  gener-.l  appearance  of  the  potato  fields 
noted  on  this  dc^ys  journey  was  much  superior  to  the  .:.verage  of  those  between 
Grand  Falls  and  Perth. 

Fredericton  was  reached  Monday  noon,  after  a  kO  mile  rids  throu^ 
a  ra,ther  hilly  but  pict'oresque  section  of  New  Brunswick,    Several  very 
promising  fields  of  potatoes  were  noted  along  tho  way. 

The  afternoon  was  spent  inspecting  the  seed  potato  plots  at 
Fredericton,  after  which  wo  motored  some  22  miles  g.^^^  the  right  bcnk 
of  the  St,  John's  River  to  see  sever^^l  fields  of  Green  Mountain  potatoes 
grown  from  a  strain  of  seed  developed  by  Mr,  McCain  from  a  single  tuber 
obtained  from  Prssque  Isle,  Maine  some  I5  years  ago.      This  strain  is  so 
nearly  free  from  mosaic  disease  as  to  tye  almost  worthy  of  being  clc-ssed 
*s  disease  free.    The  plants  are  re.r^irkably  vigorous  and  hBc*lthy  and  not 
a  single  infection  of  late  blight  was  noted. 

On  the  way  back  several  other  fields  were  exc^mined  which  hkd 
been  planted  with  this  seed  and  the  same  general  freedom  from  disease 
noted.    Three  fields  on  the  farm  of      ,  Estabrook  v/ere  especially  fine. 
In  fact,  the  writer  feels  these  three  fields,  all  things  considered,  -re 
without  question  the  best  Green  Mounts^in  plants  he  has  over  soon.    If  thoy 
remain  free  from  l*te  )3light  infection  until  the  close  of  the  growing  sei^ 
son,  they  should  yield  close  to  200  barrels  per  acre  e^nd  it  would  net  be 
surprising  if  this  yield  was  exceeded  in  certain  portions  of  the  field* 

It  ispproposed  to  use  this  seed  as  foundation  stock  dn  the 
development  of  *  rather  extensive  seed  potato  industry.    Such    seed  stock 
is  easily  worth  twice  as  much  cs  the  ordinary  run  of  stock.    In  fc,ct,  it 
would  be  chew*p  *t  dmost  *ny  price,  I 

The  p^rty  reached  the  Experimental  F»vrm    at  8;30  where  ..rr^nge- 
ments  h^d  been  fr^de  by  Superintendent  Hubbard  to  entertccin  us  *vf  supper. 
Our  hotel  w*s  reached  at  11  p.m. 
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It  is  planned  to  motor  to  Chi^thfcm,  N.B. ,  Frid-^y,    Che.th*vm  lies 
tr.bout  125  iidles  north  of  Fredericton. 

(Wm.Sfu^rt). 

W»vShington>  D.  C.  August  6,  1920. 

Owing  ^.0  the  amount  of  copy  «^lrei.dy  in  the  hs^nds  of  the  editor, 
the  writer  feels  it  c^.dvi^ubls  to  withhold  his  Nehrs^sk^^  tr^^vel  notes, 

Growing  conditions  continue  very  f.avor&.l)le  in  this  vicinity*  A 
heavy  fall  of  ra-iti  occurred  Suiaday  afternoon.    The  weather  has  been  plee  sant 
and  moderately  warm.    On  Wednesday  the  writer  harvested  ovt  small  planting 
of  Irish  Cobblers  at  Arlington  Farm.    Two  year  old  seed  stock  apT:arently 
lacks  sufficient  vitality  to  germinate  satisfactorily  in  heavy  clay  soils 
as  attested  by  tjie  fact  that  no  plants  are  appearing  in  the  July  12th 
planting  whereas  the  I919  stock  planted  on  the  5am,e  date  is  growing  vigor- 
ously. 

Irish  potatoes  are  quoted  in  the  August  kth,  Bureau  01  y^-rkets 
report  as  follows: 

Vifashington,  D,C.,  Virginia's  Norfolk  Section,  cloth  top  stave 
barrels  Irish  Cobblers,  No,  1,  $5.25  -  $6,00,      New  Jersey  Irisji  Cobblets, 
150  lbs.  sacks    No.  1  $5.00  -  $5.50  mostly  $5.50. 

Car lot  shipments  for  Tuesday,  August  3  totalled  5OI  cars. 

The  New  York  City  Market  is  credited  with  receiving  one  car  from 
Long  Island  on  August  4, 


(J.W.  Wellington.) 
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^reeley,  Colorado.  For  Week  Ending  August  7,  I92O. 

I>aring  the  past  week  a  nw.ber  of  the  potato  plots  were  irrigated. 
Cn.  Fridav  everilng,  A'lg^ast  6,  a  hail  Etorm  severely  injured  the  potato  vines, 
fL:ir?y  of  the  soenas  being  entirely  cut  o1;'f .     Cn  Sat'jLrday,  the  vines  were  so 
iiut, into  the  nir.d  that  it  vva.s  thought  that  the  yield  v;ould  oe  greatly 
reduced.    T^r^day  the  vines  havn  some"/^hat  recovered  and  it  is  believed  that 
the  yield  will  not  be-  'iovior-sly  lese-en-^d,     Ho^vever,  the  vines  look  very  :. 
ragg3d  and  the  large  scars  on  the  sis-no  CAil^e  the  vines  look  very  dilapidated. 

During  the  storm  ,12  of  an  ir-ch  of  rain  fell;  this  rain  was  quite 
general,  but  the  hail  was  confined  to  a  lindted  area.    Some  fields  suffered 
nnich  more  than  ours,  and  farms  have  cesn  ••.''ieited  where  all  the  foliage  was 
stripped  off  the  stems. 

The  oats  at  the  Station  were  badly  damaged.    They  were  standing  ' 
at  the  time  of  the  storm,  and  at  the  preser.t  tim?  the  gropjid  seems  to  be 
fairly  covered  with  shatted  oats.    We  sxp-;ct  to  cut  the  field  this  v.-eek. 
The  second  cutting  of  alfalfa  was  made  during  the  past  week,  but  stacking 
will  be  somewhat  delayed  on  account  of  the  rain. 

During  the  week  notes  were  taken  on  the  vine  growth  of  tlie  seed- 
lings and  several  plots  were  rogued.    Several  farms  were  visited  and  a 
number  of  visitors  came  to  the  Station,  including  two  classes  of  young 
women  from,  the  State  Teacher ♦s  College  who  are  to  teach  agriculture  in 
the  rural  schools. 

As  previously  stated  it  was  intended  to  have  Visitors'  Day  during 
the  week  of  Augast  I6,  but  since  the  storm  it  has  been  decided  to  dispense 
with  Visitors'  Day  this  year  and  have  one  week  in  which  visitors  will  be 
especially  invited  to  the  Staticn  to  go  over  the  experimental  plots.  Under 
this  arrangement  more  time  can  be  given  to  each  person,  ci.nd  the  points  of 
interest  can  be  better  explciined  v/hen  there  are  not  so  many  present  at  one 
time . 

I  expect  to  le^ve  on  Wednesd^^y,  August  11,  for  the  San  Luis  Valley, 
to  inspect  tne  potato  fields  of  that  section. 

(W.C  .Edinundson). 

Jerome.  Idaho.  For  Vveek  Ending  August  7.  1920. 

During  the  week  the  weather  has  continued  warm  and  favorable  to 
farm  operations.    We  have  had  considerable  wind  during  the  time  but  mostly 
at  night. 

Potatoes  are  growing  well  and  making  tubers  in  good  shape.  Alaska 
peas  have  been  harvested,  and  other  varieties  will  be  ready  to  harvest 
within  a  short  time.    Brans  are  setting  a  mach  better  crop  than  last  year, 
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H.r*I  where  v;e  succeeded  in  getting  a  good  stand  will  rcake  a  very  fair  crop, 
0'oi--^r  ':iops  are  rrir.liing  a  very  good  shewing  c.t  this  time.    Our  cue-umbers  are 
bei.:::'An.*.ng  to  se"-  f^uit  and  caretvl  selection  is  being  carried  on  again  this 
jep^i-  in  Oj-'d^r  to  secure  scilo  S'^od  if  possible. 

(L.L.Corbett), 

Ilt'l'i£"^l!L_l2l-®i_l^.G^!.  li'cr  W?ek  Ending  August  7.  1920* 

The  v/eather  for  the  pasi  week  has  been  very  ^ot  and  dry.  Although 
late  blight  is  presem:  in  most  potato  fields,  it  is  not  spreading  very  rapidly 
during  this  dry,  hot  weather. 

Plant  aphis  are  multiplying  very  rapa,dly  and  irany  fields  begin  to 
show  aphis  injury.    Aside  from  the  plots  on  Aroostook  Farm,  no  effort  is  n^ide 
to  control  them.    Very  few  spray  a^c^iines  carry  sufficient  pressure  to  suc- 
cesc^fully  combat  this  insect  in  this  section  and  a  spray  j5oora  arranged  to  spra/ 
the  underside  of  the  leaves  where  most  of  the  aphis  are  located^  is  not  to  be 
found. 

Our  plats  on  Aroostook  Far,  were  sprayed  with  Bordeaux  Mixture  and 
on  part*  of  the  plats  Black  Le^-f      kO  was  added  to  the  Mixture. 

Dr.  Chas.  L.  Woods  made  a  very  brief  visit  to  the  F£vrm  Thursday, 
B.E.Brown  of  the  Office  of  Soil  Fertility  arrived  Tuesday  returning  to  Wash- 
ington, Saturday, 

On  Friday,  the  writer  accompanied  Mt  ^  Brown  on  a  field  inspection 
trip  through  the  Fort  Fairfield,  Limestone,  Van  Buren  and  IJaribou  sectionsl 
Mr.  Brown  was  particularly  interested  in  fields  that  showed  Borax  injury  last 
year.    In  no  case  was  there  any  residual  effect .from  fertilizer  usednlast  ye^, 
carrying  excessive  amounts  of  borax.    Potatoes  on  the  wnole  v»/ere  looking  well 
in  every  section,   some  fields  showed  quite  a  high  percentage  of  missing  hills, 
and  several  fields  showed  considerable  late  blignt. 

(P.M.Lombard), 

Spooner.  V/isconsin.  August  k,  1920 « 

The  outstanding  need  of  the  Potato  Crop  in  Wisconsin  at  this  date 
is  rain,    The  vines  are  beginning  to  wither  sligntly.    Unless  rain  co.-.es 
witr.in  the  nest  week  the  crop  will  be  much  shorter  than  earlier  predicted. 
The  heavy  and  frequent  rains  during  the  early  season  caused  shallow  rooting 
and  interfered  with  the  cultivation  and  these  conditions  aggravate  the  dt*nage 
from  drougth  at  this  dc^te.    Conditions  favor  a  fair  crop  however  if  rain  is 
received. 

The  thousand  or  more  farmers  in  attendence  at  the  annual  Spooner 
Branch  Station  Meeting  were  very  much  interested  in  the  potato  trial  seed 
plots.    This  Wdb  especially  true  in  the  case  of  the  Triumph  where  very  out- 
standing differences  are  to  be  seen. 
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"Potato  ray"  ut  the  Spooner  Station  will  be  held  on  Aoigust  IS, 
The  entire  day  will  pe  devoted  to  the  potato  crop.     Indications  point  to  a 
good  attendance  of  potato  growers  from  Northwestern  Wisconsin. 

(j.G.Milward). 

pbraska  Travel  Hote^  .  -  July  27.  1920, 

Itiday,  July. 23,  was  spent  at  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  in  conference 
with  the  horticultural  staff  of  the  Experiment  Station  relative  to  the  potato 
seed  stock  situation  in  Western  Nebraska, 

The  writer  arrived  at  Alliance,  Nebraska,  on  the  morning  of  July 
2k  in  a  downpour  of  rain  -  a  sharp  contrast  to  last  season  when  Professor 
Stuart  and  myself  reached  there  during  the  height  of  a  60  day  drougth.    Mr;  ' 
George  Newswanger,  Manager  of  the  Farmers'  Union  at  Alliance  and  formerly 
agricultural  agent  for  the  county,  estimated  the  county  acreage  80  per  cent, 
of  1919  but  with  a  crop  yield  equal  to  last  year.    Two  severe  hail  storms 
have  swept  across  the  county  this  season,  materially  reducing  the  possible 
yields. 

The  writer  visited  the  O'Bannon  farm  one  mile  east  of  the  city 
in  order  to  observe  the  vigor  of  the  O'Bannon  seed  stock  in  the  field. 
O'Bannon  has  about  SO  acres  of  Triumphs,    The  stand  was  poor  and  the  plants 
smll  but  the  vigor  of  the  stock  was  found  to  be  excellent.    In  fact,  no 
indication  of  Mosaic  disease  could  be  found.    This  particular  field  had  been 
severely  injured  by  hail  about  July  4th.    Nearby  a  smaller  field  was  visited 
in  which  the  plants  were  norml  size,  commencing  to  bloom  and  very  attractive! 

A  very  interesting  planter  was  noted  on  '0|Bannon's  farm.     It  con- 
sisted of  two  Keystone  machines  operated  on  a  common  axle  and  running  on 
three  wheels.    The  noppers  hold  nine  bushels  of  seed  at  one  filling,    A  small 
tractor  and  three  men  operate  this  .mchine  v^ith  a  planting  capacity  of  nine 
acres  in  a  ten  hour  day. 

At  Morrill,  Nebraska,  the  writer  was  cordially  received  by  the 
Garrett  Brothers  and  through  their  courtesy  was  enabled  to  see  quite  a  little 
of  the  surrounding  country,      A  general  criticism  of  this  potato  growing  dis- 
trict would  be  that  there  are  too  iiiany  varieties  and  a  great  deal  too  finich 
mixture  in  these  varieties.      The  crop  as  a  whole  looks  very  promising  -  with 
a  rich  virgorous  vine  growth.    Many  of  the  fields  are  simply  a  mass  of  at- 
tractive blooms. 

A  careful  inspection  was  made  of  the  Garrett  Brotners  and  Peter 
Jansen  fields  and  at  the  latter  place,  the  writer  had  the  opportunity  of  in- 
specting Professor  Werner's  field  experiment  with  irrigated  anddry  land  seed. 
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The  experiment  v-^as  adniirabl37-  planned,  in  excellent  cultural  condition  and 
showed  intercscin^    results  _  e.pparently  in  laTcr  of  dru  land  sour^res.  Among 
the  varietieo  noteJL  in  tlxe  Morrill  distrjct  were  the  Irish  Cobbler,  Early 
Ohio,  If.'.s&et  Iroi-al,  Pearl,  Do'^vnin^,  KiTi^:  Triumph,  Rural,  Green  Mountain, 

From  Morrill,  the  writor  jo"arneyed  directly  to  Kimball,  Nebraska, 
for  the  purpose  oi  :;.-:5irdning  the  Triuiiii^h  seed  stock  growing  on  the  farms 
of  Jake  Pedrett  and  Gus  I'or^Iing.    Kiraoall  County  hyc-.  ".-tl  a  dry  season  not- 
withstanding the  genei'al  surplus  of  rc-ir.fall ,    Forslin-  has  20  acres  of 
Triunphs  in  one  field,  with  .."ox/.i  a?  s^raignt  as  if  planted  with  a  line. 
The  potato  plants  were  s.riall  to  mediu,.-n:  in  size,  somewhat  erect  and  with 
small  leaves  but  very  vigorous  a-^d  healthy.    Apparently  tiis  is  very  high 
grade  sto"...    Ivlr .  Pedrott's  fields  i-.'iva  suffered  from  lack  of  water  -  in- 
frequent and  insufficient  irrigation  seemed  to  only  aggravate  the  cry  con- 
dition. 

Harvest  hands  were  receiving  60^i  an  hour  w:th  board  and  room  in 
Kimball  Co'unty  and  difficult  to  obtain  at  that  figure. 

The  writer  left  Kimball,  July  27th  en  route  to  Washington,  D,C, 

(J.W.Wellington), 

Pennsylvania  Travel  Notes,  August  13 » 

The  writer  left  V/ashington,  B.C.,  Atigust  -^th.  for  Freeland,  Pa. 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  descriptive  notes  on  Professor  Stuart's  collec- 
tion of  Scotch  potatoes,    Freeland  is  in  the  Potato  7/art  Quarantine  area 
and  therefore  tnis  collection  is  being  grown  at  White  Haven,  a  point  just 
without  the  quarantine.    The  potatoes  have  not  made  a  satisfactory  showing; 
the  stand  is  very  poor  and  Leaf  roll  and  Mosaic  diseases  are  very  prevalent 
in  many  of  the  varieties.    As  a  general  rule,  the  potato  crop  in  this  moun- 
tainous section  is  in  excellent  condition.    The  vine  growth  is  large,  thrifty 
and  many  blossoms  are  to  be  seen.    The  plantings  are  all  very  siriall  and 
generally  located  in  back  yard  gardens. 

The  writer  had  his  firs-t  opportunity  of  seeing  Potato  V/art  disease 
in  actual  development  and  thanks  to  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  W . G .Hangs tafer ,  of 
Cotton  &  Truck  Disease  Office,  had  an  opportunity  of  insjaecting  the  gardens 
in  which  the  varietal  resistance  studies  are  being  conducted.    Returned  to 
Washington,  August  11,  .  • 

(J.W.Wellington). 

New  Brunswick  Travel  Notes.  Sackville,  N, B.August  6.1j2Q. 

Tuesday,  Weednesday,  a  portion  of  Thursday  and  Saturday,  August 
3  to  6  were  spent  in  securing  first  hand  information  regarding  the  character 
01  the  seed  stock  being  produced  in  the  Provincei    the  general  type  and 
suitability  of  tne  soil  and  climate  for  the  development  of  high  grade  seed 
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ctock,  and  the  cultural  practices  in  the  several  localities.    The  trip  from 
rred'sricton  to  Cr_atha.m  was  ..ade  in  the  company  of  Messrs,  Cunningham  and  Bull 
a«:id  x-rc-m  there  to  La'iicuiie  Jc,  the  party  consisted  of  these  two  gentlemen  and 
Mezsrr^,  Morse  axid  .Bremr)f=-;r . 

The  first  dpys  r-or  from  Frederioton  to  Chatham  took  us  through  a 
hilly  but  pict-oresque  cci:n.:ry  with  here  and  there  a  small  field  of  potatoes. 
It  v>'as  evident  that  these  SLfill  f-lelds  were  being  grown  as  a  side  issue  to 
the  regular  business  cf  ismdng.     In  the  vicinity  of  Snippegan  and  also  between 
Neg^aaca.  and  Shippsgan  nfiny  small  fields  were  noted  on  farms  owned  and  operated 
for  the  most  part  by  fisherosii  er  lum-bsr-okia.    Some  of  these  fields  contained 
fairly  goo4  stock.    The  soil  of  thic  whole  region  frou.  Shippegan  to  Dalhousie 
is  very  larg       of  red  sandstone  formation  and  appears  to  be  very  admirably 
adapted  to  tHe  production  of  high  grc.de  potatoes.    Betv/een  Shippegan  and  Bath- 
nurst  along  the  ITcrth  Shore  larger  fields  were  noted  with  here  and  there  an 
especially  good  one,    Generally  the  better  appearing  fields  had  been  planted 
with  high  grade  seed  stock,    The  Green  Mountain  is  the  leading  variety  through- 
out this  region.    Iv/lu^h  of  the  stock  is  however  mixed  with  other  varieties. 

The  most  encourgging  feature  of  tnis  whole  area  is  that  the  potato 
plants  are  practically  free  from  plant  lice  and  in  consequence  of  this  very 
little  mosaic  was  noted  in  any  of  the  better  strains  of  seed  which  came  under 
our  observation.     It  seems  reasonable  to  assume  that  given  a  mosaic  free  seed 
stock  .one  might  continue  to  grovv  it  in  northern  New  Brunswick  at  least  in  the 
area  noted  with  little  likelihood  of  any  development  of  this  disease.  Black 
leg  is  quite  common,  but  as  a  rule  no  considerable  percentage  of  the  plants 
were  affected  with  this  disease »    A  very  suic^ll  percentage  of  Leaf  roll  was 
noted  in  most  of  the  fields  examined* 

The  cultural  practices  ar^  somewhat  different  in  this  section  of 
the  Province  to  that  adjacent  to  Maine.1   Most  of  the  fields  notea  were  planted 
in  rows  spaced  from  22  to  26  inches  apart.    The  crrjmon  spacing  seemed  to  be 
24  inches  with  plants  from  10  to  Is-  inches  apart  in  the  row,-    practically  all 
of  the  crop  is  planted  by  hand  and  cultivated  v/ith  a  one-horse  cultivator. 
The  soil  is  ridged  up  around  the  plants,  but  owing  to  the  narrower  spacing 
between  the  rows  it  is  not  possible  to  ridge  as  high  as  with  a  wider  spacing* 
As  might  be  expected  the  closer  planting  results  in  smaller  plants  and  a  lower 
yield  per  plant,  but  a  relatively  good  yieldper  acre, 

As  a  general  rule  little  co.iumercial  fertilizer  is  used,  the  natural 
fertility  of  the  soil  being  augmented  by  applications  of  barnyard  manure,  sea- 
weed and  fish. 

From  the  standpoint  of  seed  potato  production,  particularly  of  the 
Green  Mountain  variety^  the  North  Shore  of  New  Brunswick  offers  great  possi- 
Dilities. 
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SatTlrday,  August  7  was  spent  by  the  writer  with  Mr.  E«M,  Taylor 
of  the  Domini cn  E^periirental  Far,  in  an  auto  .trip  from  Cape  Formentine  to 
Sackville,    Av  Lictle  .Shemog-ue  we  haq  an  eppcrtijnity  to  see  a  field  of 
12  acres  of  the  McCain  G."een  Mo-'jntavn  otock  in  which  diligent  search 
failed  to  reveal      single  inc«?ilc  plant.    It  -was  estimated  that  the  12  acres 
would  average  aucir.,  1^0  oarrelo  per  acre? 

The  red  sandstone  bcil  is  the  predominant  type  of  soil  on  the 
ridges  in  this  section.    Some  plant  lice  v/sre  noted* 

Some  very  fine  fields  of  Green  Moimtains  were  also  noted  in  the 
vicinity  Sackville. 

Prince  Edward  Island     avel  Note.  5,-. 

The  writer  acconpanied  Dr,  W.J.  Morse,  arrived  at  Charlettetown 
at  12:30  a.m.  on  Friday,  August  6.    Friday  forenoon  was  spent  in  exairdning 
the  pathological  experimental  studies  being  iiade  on  the  Dominion  Experiment- 
al Farm  located  on  the  outskirts  of  the  city, 

The  chief  line  of  investigation  being  conducted  by  the  Assistant 
Plant  pathologist,  Iv!r,  S.G.  Peppin,  is  the  determination  of  the  rate  of 
Mosaic  and  leaf  roll  from  infected  to  healthy  stock.    These  studies  are 
being  carried  on  from  two  angles.    The  first  consist  in  planting  the  center 
row  of  plots  of  from  8  to  10  rows  of  healthy  plants  with  seed  stock  from 
plants  containing  varying  amounts  of  7-wbaic  or  leaf  roll  as  the  case  may  be. 
For  exarnple,  the  center  row  iray  be  planted  with  seed  containing  5  P^^  cent, 
of  mosaic,  the  center  row  of  the  next  plot  with  seed  containing  10  per  cent 
and  so  on  up  to  100  per  cent,    The  progeny  of  each  of  the  rows  in  the  plot 
are  kept  separately  and  again  planted  in  their  same  relative  positions  and 
the  percent  of  infection  noted* 

In  the  other  instance  ♦■-iie  progeny  from  individual  plants  next  to 
diseased  plants  are  kept  separate  and  again  planted  next  to  the  same 
diseased  stock  the  following  season.    Thus  far  the  results  of  these  studies 
indicate  that  these  two  diseases  spread  in  a  very  definite  ratio  from  the 
diseased  plants  out'wardly. 

In  the  afternoon  the  Deputy  Minister  of  Agriculture  and  Mr.  Peppin 
took  us  by  auto  from  Charlottetown  to  Borden  a  distance  of  some  59  miles, 
over  a  highway  which  overlooked  the  Straits  of  Northumberland  the  greater 
part  of  the  way.  ^ 

In  this  journey  across  the  southwestern  corner  of  the  Island  nany 
good  sized  comrr.ercial  fields  were  noted,    The  character  of  the  crop  growing 
in  these  fields  varied  from  very  poor  to  excellent.    The  poorer  fields 
were  always  ovmed  by  growers  who  have  not  yet  come  to  appreciate  the  value  o; 
good  seed^    In  other  words,  men  who  just  consider  "potatoes  is  potatoes" 
and  let  it  go  aL  that. 
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Those  interested  in  the  production  of  high  grade  seed  potatoes 
are  confining  their  efforts  very  largely  to  two  varietiesj,-  the  Irish 
Cobbler  and  the  Grcpn  xLoiintaiVa,   the  la.tter  being  at  the  present  time  in 
the  ascendancy-.    Tr^e  grovi'^t       tV.9  Arrerr.ian  Giant  potatoes  is  confined 
largely  to  the  one  sred-.^'iarj.  .ra3T:ti.,'n3d  who  has  interested  sevaral  faricers 
to  grow  the  stock  for  himi    4^  yet  -yns  American  Giant  seed  stock  is  not  as 
free  from  disease  ?g  is  f.  stra-'.n  of  Grer.-h  Mo\::ntain  and  of  Irish  Cobbler 
that  is  being  growr.o    In  one  22  acre  field  of  Green  Mountain  that  was  in- 
spected not  a  single  mosf-io  plant  was  noted» 

The  Mclnt^^e  seems  to  "be  the  leading  variety  grovm  for  table 
stock.    This  variety  has  the  reputation  of  being  especially  fine  for  ta^ile 
purposes* 

Potato  growing  on  the  Island  has  long  been  one  of  the  leading 
industries  but  it  is  only  recently  that  its  possibility  as  a  great  seed 
producing  center  has  dav/ned  upon  the  grcv;ers»    This  awakening  has  been 
largely  due  to  the  exanple  of  the  seed  potato  grower  from  Van  Buren, 
Maine,  who  during  the  past  year  or  two  has  engaged  in  a  fairly  large  way 
in  the  production  of  Aiuerican  Giant  Seed  Stock  for  the  Potato  Growers  of 
Monmouth  County,  N»J. 

Largely  as  a  result  of  the  success  of  this  enterprise,  a  seed 
potato  association  was  organized  last  spring  with  a  membership  of  about 
130  potato  growers. 

The  general  character  of  the  soil  is  the  same  as  that  of  the 
North  shore  of  New  Brunsv/ick  but  it  is  rauda  more  fertile  as  is  indicated 
by  heavy  crops  of  hay,  oats,  and  wheat  on  almost  every  farm.    The  chief 
reason  for  the  greater  fertility  of  tt©  land  is  that  it  is  occupied  by  a 
more  intelligent  class  of  farmers.    Prince  Edward  Island  is  becoming  wide- 
ly known  as  the  1,000,000  acre  farm,  owing  to  the  fact  that  a  very  high 
percentage  of  its  land  is  under  cultivation. 


(Wm.  St^oart ) , 
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Greeley,  Colorado . 


For  V/eek  Ending  August  Ik,  1320, 


]>jring  tiie  week  the  second  cutting  of  alfalfa  was  stacked  and  the 
oats  were  cut  and  shocked, 

I  left  Greslsy  on  August  11  for  t'he  San  Luis  Valley.     County  Agent 
Hyatt,  of  Rio  Grand?  County^  took  me  to  visit  iiany  fields  in  his  county.  It 
was  found  that  the  potatoes  .vera  a  little  furt:ier  advanced  t.'.an  in  the  Greeley 
district.    Host  of  the  gixwers  are  using  whole  seed,  and  nany  of  the  more  pro- 
gressive are  growing  a  se-d  plot  tnis  year.    The  crown  Beauty  is  the  leading 
variety,  although  there  are  numerous  fields  of  Eusset  Burbanks  and  some  TriEsnphs. 
In  most  of  the  fields  wnere  the  latter  were  grovm  the  set  was  poor  and  the  vines 
showed  considerable  mosaic.    We  met  :;ounty  Agent  Sauder  "between  Monte  Vista  and 
Center  and  I  proceeded  with  him  to  visit  the  fields  in  Saguacne  County.  !^r. 
Sauder  is  doing  some  splendid  work  with  seed  plots  and  v;e  visited  most  of 'them 
d'uring  the  day.    Doctor  Sandsten  of  the  Colorado  Agricult^oral  College,  had  been 
there  tne  day  oefore,  inspecting  the  seed  plots,  nany  of  which  will  be  certified 
by  him. 

From  all  reports  tnere  are  about  20, acres  of  pctatoes  in  the  San 
Luis  Valley  tnis  year,  «a,nd  it  is  estimated  tnat  about  6,500  cars  will  be  snipped. 

This  is  Visitor's  Week  at  the  Station.     It  is  to  be  regretted  tiiat  the 
potato  vines  are  looking  so  poor  at  this  time.    Tneji  still  snow  oad  effects  from 
the  .-£,±1  storm  wr.ich  occurred  on  the  6th  of  August. 

(W.C,  Edmundson). 

Jerome.  Idaho,  For  Week  Ending  Aug-gst  lUth,  l-;20. 

During  the  week  the  weatner  conditions  nave  continued  favorable  with 
tenperatures  running  around  S5  to  90  decrees  during  the  day. 

We  cut  our  grain  during  the  week  and  asve  confeinusd  irrigation  with 
the  exception  of  Monday,  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  when  o.^r  .min  ditch  was  dry. 

We  will  hxave  the  normal  supply  of  water  until  the  22nd  when  there 
maybe  a  reduction  in  the  flow  it.  order  to  take  care  of  the  late  crops  on  the 
tract.    Potatoes  are  doing  very  well  and  appear  very  free  from  disease.  The 
greater  part  of  the  grain  on  the  tract  will  be  cut  during  this  week. 


(L.L.  Corbett) 
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Travel  Notes  (Continued)  C-'icago,  Illinois,  Augast  17 . 

The  trip  froir.  Sackville,  N.B.,  to  Montreal,  province  of  Quebec,  proved 
to  be  an  uneventful  one.    The  crops  dong  tne  route  sucn  -s  hciy  ^^nd  gr^^in  c^p- 
pec*red  to  be  gtcd,  but  very  fe-^v  putar.oes  were  noted  -  tne  best  potato  sections 
having  been  passed  diiring  the  nights 

A  visit  to  tne  Bcnyeoo-ors  market,  Montreal  was  rrade  Monday,  afternoon 
and  a  few  prices  n^.tedo    ?C  pounds  sacks  of  nev;  potatoes  were  Deing  offered  for 
$1.35  P®r  sack  and  ;)3  pounds  boxes  were  boing  offered  for         to  $1  ♦00' per  box. 
In  the  oetter  class  of  fruit  and  grocery  stores  the  Montreal  muskmelon  was 
being  offered  at  prices  ranging  from  $2,^0  to  $6tOO  per  melon.    The  price  varied 
according  to  the  size  uf  the  melon.    These  prices  were  apparently  not  regarded 
as  excessive  because  those  handling  the  melons  were  disposing  of  them  about  as 
rapidly  as  the  supply  would  permit* 

Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  Aug^ast  ^  and  10  were  spent  in  Vermont;  Tuesday 
in  Burlington  vvhere  it  was  learned  t.^rougn  tne  Experiment  Station  staff  that 
the  potato  crop  of  tne  State  was  very  promising.    Wednesday  was  spent  at  Ran- 
dolph Center  in  attendance'  at  a  potato  field  meeting.    The  forenoon  was  spent 
inspecting  some  especially  fine  fields  of  Green  Mountain  potatoes  while  the 
afternoon  was  devoted  to  an  indoor  meeting*    The  program  consisted  of  several 
short  addresses  by  local  and  visiting  meraDers*    At  the  close  of  tne  addresses 
the  question  of  the  organization  of  a  State  seed  potato  growers  association  was 
taken  up,    After  some  discussion  it  wasrunanimously  voted  to  effect  such  an 
organization. 

The  Green  Mountain  stock  noted  on  two  of  the  farms  visited  was  es- 
pecially good,  particularly  the  stock  gvami  by  Iv5r ,  G^H.Tenple  of  Randolph 
Center,    It  would  appear  that  the  possibility  of  developing  high  quality  seed 
stock  in  this  section  is  very  promising.    The  attendance  at  this  meeting  was 
close  to  2C0i    Most  of  those  present  w..re  deeply  interested  in  potato  growing 
some  having  driven  110  miles  to  get  there, 

The  following  day  (Thursday)  the  writer  attended  a  potato  field 
meeting  at  Princeton,  Mass,  on  tne  farm  of  m.  Wheeler,  an  enthusiastic  potato 
grower.    The  attendance  at  this  meeting  was  large,  probably  800  people,  and 
considerable  interest  was  shovvn  in  tne  field  demonstration  with  the  elevator 
digger,    i\/£r«  Wheeler  has  a  good  equipment  of  potato  machinery  including  a 
Robbins  planter,  a  madern  traction  spray  outfit,  riding  cultivator  and  a 
digger ♦ 

The  Massachusetts  crop  is  reported  to  be  below  normal* 

Washington  was  reacned  Friday  morning  and  from  tnat  time  \mtil  l!35 
P.M.  on  Monday  the  writer  was  engaged  in  answering  correspondence  and  various 
other  duties.  Tne  present  trip  involves  an  extended  trip  in  the  ?/est  lasting 
about  a  month* 


(V/m.  Stuart). 


Pres^ue  Isle,  ^/aine. 


We3k  Ending  A-ggust  Ih,  1920, 


The  weat-^er  for  the  past  week  ^'as  for  the  part  tee;^^  cloudy  with 
considerable  rain.     In  all  1*03  inches  fell,    This  mch  needed  moist-ure  put 
the  soil  in  excellent  condition  for  growing  crops  and  me£*ns  a  great  deal  to  t 
tne  late  varieties  of  potatoes.     Late  blight  is  very  bad  this  month  and  tnere 
are  very  few  fields  that  do  not  show  from  2  to  "5  P®^  cent,  infection. 

Green  and  pink  aphis  were  nearly  abundant  as  in  years  I916  and  l^lj 
but  were  severely  ch^'AX  ed  this  week  by  a  fungus  growth* 

prof,  T.  C.  Jo-cnson  of  the  Virginia  Truck  Experiment  Station,  Norfolk, 
Virginia,  was  a  recent  visitor  to  tr.is  section.    Professor  Johnson  was  here 
in  the  interest  of  t^-.e    Southern  ^^roduce  Exchange, 

Sumnary  of  ti:ie  v/eat.  er  for  July, 

Maximum  Temperature  8d^ 

Minimum  Tengjerature  40° 
precipitation  U,S8 
Greatest  Prescipitation  in 

24  no'-irs  1,10  iron  t.:e  5th. 

Clear  days  13 
Partly  Cloudy  <^ 
Cloudy  9 
Thunderstorms  5 
Rca,in  «eek  ending  August  iH  l.OJ  incxiest 

(P.M.Lombard). 

Washington  Notes .  August    20.  1920. 

The  carlot  shipments  on  Wednesday,  August  IS,  totaled  452.  Of  t.-.ese* 
New  Jersey  shipped  193;  Minnesota  57;  tffirginia  East  Shore  Uf. 


Prices:    Virginia  Eastern  Shore,  cloth  top  stave  barrels  Irish  Cob- 
blers No.  1,  branded,  brought  $4.00  to  $4.25,  mostly  $4,00.    Homegrown,  ap- 
proximately 55-lb,  baskets  Irish  Cobblers  No,  1,  $1.50  to  $1.65,  bulk  Irish 
Cobblers  No.  1,  $2.50  to  $2.75. 


(S.M.King). 
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Greeley,  Colorado 


For  Week  Edding  An^xist  21,  1^20, 


Visitors'  V/eek  was  a  satisfactory  eve:t,  not  only  from  the  stand- 
point of  numoers  in  attenda:ice,  but  because  of  the  unusual  interest  ianifested* 

Mr,  H.  0.  Werner,  Associate  Agriculturist,  of  the  NebrasKa  Agri- 
cultural Experiment  Station,  and  Iv'Ir .  R.  W.  Goss,  Assistant  Pl«^nt  Pathologist 
of  the  same  institution,  arrived  Saturdc^y  forenoon.    They  were  sho'.vn  over  the 
plots  that  day  and  Sunday  was  spent  in  visiting  potc^to  fields  in  the  Sreeley 
district . 

During  the  week  there  was  a  precipitation  of  »63  of  an  inch. 
Growing  conditions  have  been  almost  ideal.    The  days  have  been  warm  and  the 
nights  cool.    The  late  potatoes  seem  to  be  ..^aking  a  good  growth  but  the 
Downings  in  many  fields  are  ripening  a  little  early,  which  will  undoubtedly 
lessen  the  yield. 

Potatoes  are  selling  from  $1.75         $2,00  per  hundred  but  with  few 
sales.    There  is  an  exceptionally  good  cabbage  crop  in  the  State.  During 
the  week  the  price  dropped  to  30  cents  a  hundred.    Growers  claim  that  this 
does  not  pay  for  the  gathering  and  hauling  to  :;arket. 

(W,C,  Edmundson). 

Jerome.  Idaho.  For  Week  Ending  August  21,  1920. 

During  the  week  the  weather  conditions  have  been  changeable;  after 
very  hot  weather  for  several  weeks  on  T-a.es day,  the  temperature  turned  and  we 
had  cold  winds  for  two  days  with  cold  nights  continuing.    We  still  have  irri- 
gation water  but  there  is  no  definite  plan  as  to  its  distribution  that  I  can 
learn,  although  I  believe  we  will  have  a  continuous  flow  until  the  end  of  the 
season, 

V/heat  Thjreshing  has  been  going  on  for  several  days  with  yields 
going  about  forty  bushels  on  an  average,     I  have  heard  that  there  were  some 
high  yields  but  so  far  have  not  had  them  confirmed.    Potatoes  at  the  Station 
are  doing  well,  and  seem  to  je  making  good  tubers;  beans  ere  setting  well 
this  year.    Peas  are  x^.arvested.    Hay  is  iiaking  a  good  growth  and  wa  will 
make  another  cutting  within     week,  with  the  prospect  of  rr:aking  a  fourth 
cutting  provided  we  get  water  lor  the  balance  of  the  season* 

(L.L,  Corbett), 

Presq.ue  Isle.  Maine  For  Week  Ending  August  21,  1^20. 

The  weather  ior  the  past  week  has  been  fair  with  coolnnights. 
Consideraole  grain  has  been  cut  this  week  and  the  yield  is  mach  better  than 
last  year 4     It  is  douotful  if  very  LVicJiy  potatoes  will  be  harvested  until 
after  the  Fairs  which  will  be  about  September  10th. 
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The  potato  pleats  on  Aroostook  Fana  and  the  Savage  Field  were  sprayed  with 
Bordeaooj^  Mixture  c^gain  this  vveok.    We  finished  the  last  roguing  of  diseased 
plants  ec^rly  in  the  week.    Streais  aoes  not  begin  to  show  to  any  extent  until 
about  the  miadle  of  August.      We  snail  begin  harvesting  some  of  the  early 
varieties  in  the  Variety  Collection  and  in  the  Tuber  unit  and  Hill  Selection 
plats  next  weeit* 

(P.M.  Lombard), 

Minnesota  Notes «  Aug;ust  84.  1^20, 

Autumn  nas  arrived  in  Northern  Minnesota.  Sunday  morning,  August 
22,  the  thermometer  registered  30  F  with  slight  frost  injury  to  sq.uaeh,  to- 
matoes and  even  potato  plants.  The  nights  are  cool  and  the  days  quite  warm 
and  very  beautiful. 

Our  potato  plots  have  sufiered  a  severe  attack  of  Early  Blight. 
The  early  varieties  Triumph,  Ohio  and  Irish  Cobbler,  shov;  particularly  severe 
injury  with  considerable  foliage  spotting  on  Green  Mountain  and  Rural  New 
Yorker.    Seedling  #3S77U  is  mking  fise  growth  despite  the  fact  that  the  rows 
are  located  in  the  very  worst  of  the  diseased  area.    There  will  be  a  good 
crop  of  potatoes  even  under  the  diBeased  plants  as  the  early  varieties  were 
rapidly  maturing  before  the  attack  came. 

(j.W,Y;alling,ton) 

Travel  Notes.  -  Biwakik.  Minnesota.  August  25.  I'-j^O, 

Wednesday,  August  ISth  was  spent  at  the  Spooner  Branch  Station, 
Spooner,  Wisconsin,  inspecting  che  several  strains  of  Irish  Cobblers,  Tri- 
umphs and  Early  Ohios,  Green  Mountain  and  Rural  under  trial  in  the  seed 
potato  development  work  at  that  point.    Cwving  to  the  severe  drougtb  which 
has  been  prevalent  in  that  section  the  potato  plants  showed  considerable 
injury.    This  injury  was  particularly  noticeable  iri  the  different  lots  -Of 
Triuii]ph  and  Green  Mountain  plots.     In  fact  all  of  the  varieties  except  the 
Rural  showed  premature  ripening. 

Hopper  burn  injury  was  quite  prevalent  in  the  Trimph  ana  Green 
Mountain  strains, 

The  attendctnce  at  the  Station  field  dc.y  which  was  arranged  by 
Professor  Milward  was  very  good.    Representatives  v\/ere  present  from  Iowa, 
Louisiana,  Arkanse^s,  Nebraska,   Illinois,  Michigan,  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania. 
A  short  program  after  luncneon  furnished  an  opportunity  to  those  present 
to  listen  to  short  addresses  by  several  of  the  visitors  fro^i  outside  She 
State.    After  the  coirpletion  of  the  program  those  present  had  an  opportunity 
to  visit  the  experimental  plots  and  study  the  behaviour  of  several  lots  of 
seed  of  each  variety  now  under  trial. 
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Th-orsday  was  devoted  to  an  inspection  oi  tr,ree  fields  of  potatoes  in 
Barron  County.    L'oncheon  was  served  at  Cedar  Lake  by  u-embers  of  the  Barron 
Co-unty  Potato  Growers  Association  followed  by  an  honor's  program  at  which  some 
half  dozen  visitors  took  cart.    At  3^30  ?,M,  a  start  was  irade  for  Ladysrd.th 
where  the  party  rer^ined  over  night, 

Philipps  was  reached  by  11  A.M.  on  Friday  where  County  Agent  Rhamlow 
had  arranged  for  a  n'^eting.    Brief  ci.d6rdsses  were  rrade  there  as  on  the  pre- 
ceding days,    The  aivernoon  was  devoted  to  the  inspection  of  potato  fields 
after  which  the  party  departed  for  Prentice  where  tne  train  was  taken  for 
Rhinelander,    On  Saturday  a  brief  program  wa,s  rendered  at  Roosevelt  and  the 
rerrainder  of  the  afternoon  devoted  to  inspection  of  potato  fields  inrthe 
in  the  vicinity  of  Starks.    The  Lew  St  arks  Co.  have  abo'zt  1%C  acres  of  po- 
tatoes now  growing  on  their  various  holdings  totalling  soii.e  25  000  acres c 

A  brief  suoiuary  of  the  condition  of  the  potato  crop  in  the  northern  part  of 
Wisconsin  as  observed  during  tiie  fo'or  days  field  trip  my  oe  state  a<as  fol- 
lows:   There  was  a  fair  stand  and  a  fair  vine  growth  and  tuber  set  in  most 
of  the  fields  examined.    The  drougth  and  the  leaf  hopper  hc^te  caused  con- 
siderable injury  to  the  Triurrphs  and  the  Green  Mountain  in  some  fields  and 
little  if  any  in  others.    For  the  most  ^rt  the  plants  show  a  good  set  c^nd 
a  good  yield.    The  Green  Mountain  stock  in  the  sections  inspected  is  on  the 
whole  very  mich  freer  from  mosaic  th^n  Maine  stock.    Several  Green  Mountci-in 
fields  were  found  to  be  free  from  Mosaic  at  least  so  far  as  the  eye  could 
detect.    The  Smith  strain  of  Triu^hs  stock  shows  little  if  any  disease  in 
all  lots  of  seeds  noted* 

From  present  appearance  the  potato  crop  of  northern  Wisconsin 
will  be  cut  from  I5  to  25  per  cent,  by  the  drougth  and  frost  injury;  the 
latter  being  sustained  on  the  night  of  the  21st. 

Monday,  August  2j,  ,.as  devoted  to  study  of  the  suitability  of 
the  Lake  Superior  region  of  Northern  Wisconsin  and  the  iron  range  district 
of  Minnesota  for  the  production  of  high  grade  seed. potatoes . 

(Wm.  Stuart). 

Wcxshington  Notes.  August    28,  1^20. 

Carlot  shipments  on  August  26  totalled  ^jC  cars.    Of  these  Newn 
Jersey  came  first  with  loO  cars  and  Virginia  East  Shore  second  with  45  cars.\ 

Washington  Prices.    Va.  East  Shore,  Cloth  top  stave  barrels  Irish 
Cobblers  No.  1  branded  mostly  $5'50.    New  Jerseys,  I50  lb.  sack  Irish  Cobbler 
No.  1,  $4.50  -  $5.00,  mostly  $4.30  per  sack. 


(S.  M.  King). 
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Greeley.  Colorado. 


For  Week  Ending  Au^st  25.  192Q« 


During  the  week  the  weather  has  "been  cool.    On  August  27,  there  v/as 
recorded  a  precipitation  of  ,47  of  an  inch  of  rain. 

The  oats  were  thrashed  cr  ii'.\^>:ist  24.    The  yield  was  light  he  cause  of 
the  daicage  done  "by  the  hall  t\'^:^:u  early  in  the  month. 

Irrigation  of  the  potato  plots  was  begun  on  August  29,  and  will  be 
finished  hy  this  eveningr    This  probahly  will  he  the  last  irrigation  of  po- 
tatoes this  year.    The  yoimg  alfalfa  which  was  injured  this  summer  "by  the 
array  worm,  will  be  irrigated  at  this  time. 

Potatoes  have  been  selling  from  $1.dO  to  $2.00  a  hundred,  but  since 
the  raise  in  freight  rates  effective  on  August  2b,  there  have  been  practically 
no  sales,  as  buyers  are  holding  off  until  it  is  knovm  what  influence  the  in- 
creased rates  will  have  on  potato  prices, 

Mr.  Wm.  Stuart  arrived  in  G-reeley  on  Sunday  afternoon,  August  29.  We 
expect  to  leave  in  a  day  or  two  for  Carbondale,  Colorado,  to  inspect  the  po- 
tato fields  of  that  section. 

(W.C.  Edfflundson). 

Greeley.  Colorado.  August  3O:.l920. 

Tuesday,  August  24,  was  spent  studying  agricultural  conditions  around 
Embarrass,  Tower,  Cook  and  Virginia,  Minneebta*,        The  potato  fields  noted 
throughout  this  section  while  sirall,  give  promise  of  good  yields.    Some  in- 
jury from  frost  was  noted  in  a  few  of  the  fields.    On  Wednesday  we  drove  from 
Virginia  to  Sibbing,  ^tnd  thence  to  Faconite,  Coleraine,  and  Grand  Rapids  where 
the  writer  left  the  pc^rty.    Some  very  nice  fields  of  potatoes  were  noted  in 
the  vicinity  of  Taconite,    On  the  whole  the  Iron  Range  district  of  Minnesota 
lias  very  limited  agricultural  posf^ibilities  owing  to  the  broken  character  of 
a  large  portion  of  the  land  and  stoniness  of  other  parts.    Such  land  as  is 
level  enough  to. work  and  that  is  free  from  rocks  is  as  a  rule  well  adapted 
to  agricultural  crops  especially  those  of  potatoes,  oats,  and  grass. 

The  potato  crop  at  Grand  Rapids  is  suffering  from  lack  of  moisture, 
but  not  to  the  same  extent  as  at  the  Spooner  Branch  Station,    Late  planted 
stock  does  not  as  yet  show  any  appreciable  injury  from  the  drouth  and  should 
killing  frost  hold  off  until  September  I5,  will  make  a  good  crop  provided 
rains  come  in  the  near  future. 

On  Thursday  I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  the  Minnesota  Board  for  Seed 
Potato  Inspection  and  Certification  consisting  of  S.M.Sisler,  Grand  Rapids, 
President;  R.V/.  Thatcher,  University  Farm,  St.  Payl ,  Secretary;  C.E.Brown,  Elk 
River;  R.I.Scott,  Borup;  A.B.Hostetter ,  Duluth;  and  A.G.Tolaas,  University 
Farm,  St,  Pa,ul,  Chief  Inspector. 
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From  the  report  presented  by  ^^^f  Inspector  Tolaas,  it  is  evident  that 
the  potato  growers  of  Minnesota  are  becoming  increasingly  interested  in  S6sd 
certification  and  that  considerable  progress  is  being  made  along  this  line. 
Erom  some  of  the  me.-nbers  of  the  Boovd  it  is  learned  that  the  potato  crop  in 
the  central  and  w'rF:.t  ^,r:n  par:  :v:  t^r;  Srs.'r.e  has  been    seriously  reduced  by  the 
droiigth.     In  the  p'''rr.c:^t'>r  a:.';;"3  icv  acr  th  of  Minneapolis  ^n  instance  was  cited 
of  yields  of  I25  b^AsI-.'tls  ]_er  acre    crcpr     In  the  Eed  Eiver  Valley  it  is  claimed 
that  the  Early  Oh.'.c  "..--r.  i»:de-  a  poor  set  -  2  to  3  tubers  per  ..plant  instead  of 
7  or  S*      Leaf  hcpccrs  ha;vo  caused  considerabls  injury  in  some  fields* 

Saturday,  Aiigust  28,  was  spent  a^.  Osage  and  St*  ibisgar,  Iowa,  in  com- 
pany with  Professor  A.T.  Erwin  and  J  J/ oWsllington.    The  experimental  plots 
being  grown  cooperatively  at  Osage  by  the  Iowa  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 
and  the  U.S -Department  of  Agriculture,  give  promise  of  making  a  profitable 
crop.    Considerable  leaf  hopper  injury  was  noticeable  on  all  of  the  varieties 
except  the  Rurals.    There  is  every  indication  that  the  yields  will  show  some 
striking  differences  between  strains  of  the  same  variety  the  seed  of  which  was 
secured  from  different  localities. 

At,  St.  Ansgar  we  had  an  opportunity  to  see  a  large  field  of  Rurals 
being  h^rvefeted  on  the  farm  of  I^/Ir.  Frank  Sedlacek  which  was  yielding  close  to 
i+00  bushels  per  acre,    Mr.  Sedlacek  is  bcthca  grower  and  dealer.    The  potatoes 
were  being  gathered  into  bushels  crates  by  a  crew  of  farmerettes,  and  hauled 
direct  to  the  warehouse  in    anto  trucks  where  they  were  being  run  over  a  grader 
or  sizer  and  sacjed  in  I50  lb,  sacks,    lUr.  Sedlacek  claimed  to  be  receiving 
$2.50  per  cwt.  for  his  stock.    At.  Osage  a  field  of  Early  Ohio  was  being  har- 
vested for  which  the  grower  was  only  receiving  $l,66-§/3  per  cwt.  or  $1.00  per 
bushel.    It  is  needless  to  say  that  this  grower  was  not  a  potato  dealer. 

The  general  condition  of  the  potato  crop  in  northern  Iowa  as  observed 
by  the  writer  and  as  gleaned  from  Professor  Erwin  is  quite  encouraging.  Rains 
have  been  more  general  throughout  Iowa  than  in  Wisconsin  and  Minnesota. 

(Wm,  Stmrt . ) 

Jerome.  Idaho.  For  Week  Ending  August  2^,  1^20. 

During  the  week  the  weather  conditions  have  been  favorable  and  about 
one  half  inch  of  Wc.ter  has  fallen.    Y/e  have  had  high  winds  and  cold  nights 
all  this  week. 

Irrigation  water  is  running  intermittently,  four  days  on  and  four  days 
off,  the  last  week  has  been  our  four  days  off,  the  water  coming  in  the  ditches 
again  this  morning. 

Crops  are  doing  very  well  and  if  we  can  get  over  the  hext  few  days  with- 
out frost,  probably  will  go  until  the  later  part  of  September  without  frost  as 
IS  usual  in  this  section. 
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muring  the  week  we  had  as  visitors  two  representatives  of  the  Bureau 
of  Plaiit  fathology,'  looking  into  the  disease  of  potatoes  in  the  State.  They 
rerort  several  diseases  of  more  or  less  acute  nature  and  indicate  that  uiuch 
work  should  be  done  in  the  S^ate  along  this  line;  as  in  every  potato  growing 
area  they  fo'iind  sr.rnAj.ar  cona.-rions, 

.  (L.L.Corbett). 

Presque  Isle.  Mc.Tn'>c  Aug;ust  26.  l-j20. 

The  weather  for  the  past  vveek  has  been  very  dry  and  hot.    Three  days 
the  thermometer  registered  lOO^F  in  the  shade  about  midday.    Sunday  night 
to  Monday  Morning  1-^  inches  of  rain  fell. 

Wednesday  afternoon  the  writer  accoiapanied  by  Mrs.  Lombard,  Dr. Clark 
and  Mrs.  Clark,  visited  the  Caribou  'FeAr .    This  fair  is  rather  small  com- 
pared with  the  Presqtie  Isle  Fair.     The  potato  exhibit  although  small  was 
fairly  well  staged  and  most  of  the  rraterial  vvas  clean  and  true  to  name.  A 
few  vegetables  were  sho^>/m. 

Certain  plots  o?i  Aroostook  Farm  were  sprayed  again  this  week  with 
Bordeaux.    Considerable  tip  burn  on  several  seedlings  and  varieties  has 
developed  lately.     Irish  Cobblers  harvested  August  l6  for  the  Maturity  ex- 
periment yielded  at  the  rate  of  2>40.k  bushels  primes,  2k  bu,  seconds  and 
10.2  bu.  culls  per  acre,  total  yield  2Skc6  bu.    Stock  from  the  same  plot 
on  August  26  yielded  at  the  rate  of  3OS.13  primes,  29-20  bu.  seconds,  8.1 
bu.  culls  per  acre,  total  yield  3^5*^3  "bu.  per  acre. 

(P.M.Lombard). 

Washington  Notes.  September  3 , 1 j20 . 

The  weather  in  the  vicinity  of  Washington,  D.C,  continues  favoraole 
to  growing  crops.     The  approach  of  autumn  is  hov^ever,  manifested  by  clear 
bright  days  and  cool  nights.     There  is  an  abundance  of  produce  on  the  local 
markets,  v/ith  prices  at  low  ebb.     Irish  potatoes  are  retailing  at  40^^  a  peck 

Our  potatoes  at  Arlington  Farm  are  making  an  excellent  growth.  Some 
of  the  McCormick  seedlings  are  especially  promising  -  large  thrifty  plants 
with  no  evidence  of  Mosaic  disease.     Records  were  taken  of  the  general  con- 
dition of  the  various  lots,  together  with  a  count  of  the  diseased  plants. 
Green  Mo-ontains  and  Irish  Cobblers  grown  at  Arlington  Farm  last  year  were 
noticeably  more  diseased  than  fresh  Maine  stock.    The  potatoes  involved  in 
our  storage  temperature  experim.ents  were  weighed  on  September  1. 

The  September  1  dail^  market  report  yields  the  following  inf orm;ation: 
Total  carlot  shipments  of  Irish  potatoes  for  Aug.st  31,  ok2  cars.  Washington 
D.C.  prices  on  same  date  v^ere  $4»00  per  I50  lb.  sack,  U.S. Grade  #1,  New  Jer- 
sey Cobblers,      The  General  trend  of  the  mcxket  is  weaker. 


(J.W.Wellington). 
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On  Mond£^y,  Aiigust  jC,  W,  Stuart  cind  the  writer  -vvent  over  the  potato  plots 
and  all  of  the  work  pertaining  to  the  Station.    Pot- to  fields  in  the  vicinity 
werervisited  on  Tuesday,    Mr,  S-rv^rt  tnd  the  writer  left  Greeley  for  Carbondale 
on  the  evening  of  Aug  -s'"  3-i-'    V/b  v^ere  ^^et  at  Glenvvood  Springs  "by  Messis.  L.D. 
and  Stuart  S\veet  who  ""ook       for  a  cour  of  inspection  of  the  Carhondale  district, 
Mr,  Stuart  left  the  sai^e  6ver;b?.g  for  Jercme,  Ida.ho. 

The  writer  spent  Geptemher  2  and  3  assisting  Messrs.  Sweet  in  roguing 
their  potato  seed  plot.    About  half  of  their  10  acre  seed  plot  was  rogued  and 
all  -weak,  diseased  and  undesirable  nills  were  semoved.    In  the  remainder  of  the 
plot  about  2,000  of  the  strongest  hills  v;ere  staked  to  be  hand  dug  for  seed.  Mr. 
Sweet  intends  to  secure  a  n-umber  of  the  highest  yielding  strains  for  a  1^21  seed 
plot,  in  order  chat  the  highest  yielding  strain  possible  niay  be  sec-ared  for  his 
future  seed  plots. 

The  Western  slope  was  visited  by  a  slight  frost  on  three  successive  nights. 
Some  daicage  was  done  to  the  foliage,        There  has  been  considerable  rain  in  the 
Greeley  district  during  the  week  and  the  waather  has  been  very  favorable  for 
potato  growing.      Potatoes  have  been  selling  at  $1.50  per  hundred. 

,  '       "  (W.^.Edmundson) . 

Presq.ue'  Isle.  Maine  -  For  V/eek  Ending  September  o.l-;2). 

The-writer  accompanied  by  Dr.  Schultz,  Dr,  Fielson  and  Ivir ,  Gerhardt 
visited  the  LiiT.estone  section  going  by  way  of  Caribou,    From  Limestone  we  pro- 
ceeded to  Grand  Falls  and  from  that  point  to  Van  Buren  where  we  had  dinner. 
Mr,  Cyr's  field  of  Aroostook  Prize  in  Van  Buren  was  examined  and  was  found  to 
contain  twelve  per  cent,  of  mosaic  plants. 

After  dinner  the  party  proceeded  to  Grand  Isle  where  we  harvested  five 
barrels  of  Green  Mountains,  three  barrels  of  v;hich  were  shipped  to  Presque  Is^. 
This  strain  of  Mo-ijntains  is  quite  free  from  the  mosaic  disease.    One  barrel  will 
be  planted  next  year  in  our  seed  development  plat. 

From  Grand  Isle  we  went  on  to  Frenchville  where  we  had  supper  and  spent 
the  night.    Tuesday  morning  five  barrels  of  Triumph  were  harvested  from  Mr. 
Pontif  Rossignols  field,  three  of  which  v;ere  shipped  to  Presq.ue  Isle.  The 
Triumphs  in  this  field  contained  but  one  per  cent,  of  mosaic  plants  this  season. 

Dr,  Schultz  is  conducting  an  experiment  to  determine  the  transmission 
of  mosaic  disease  by  aphids  cr  other  agencies.    A  field  cf  Mountains  or  Triuiph 
potatoes  is  sleeted  that  runs  coniparatively  low  in  diseased  plants,    A  section 
of  the  field  is  rogaed  several  times  during  the  season,    Late  in  August  or  early 
in  September  two  barrels  of  potatoes  from  the  rogued  and  two  from  the  unrogued 
sections  are  harvested.    One  barrel  of  each  is  stored  by  the  owner  to  be  planted 
the  next  season.     One  barrel  of  each  is  shipped  to  Presque  Isle  and  grown  on 
Mr.  Schultz  plats.    Careful  records  are  kept  on  the  behavior,  disease,  yield, 
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etc.  at  both  places.    This  process  is  repeated  for  several  seasons. 

From  Frenchville  we  proceeded  to  Fort  Kent  where  we  had  dinner.  The 
return  trip  v;as  irade  via.  Eagle  Lake,  Portage,  Ashland  and  Mapleton.  Very- 
few  fields  v;ere  observed  on  tho  v/nole  trip  that  were  still  greeni  Cobbler 
vines  were  in  most  c:-.^  dead,  so.r.e  <from  maturity,  but  undoubtedly  in  most 
cases  from  Late  Blight. 

Spraying  is  given  very  little  attention  north  of  Van  Buren»    This  is 
unfortunate  because  in  Frenchville,  Grand  Isle,  and  adjacent  towns  are  found 
less  mosaic  on  Green  Mountain  and  Triumph  varieties  than  any  other  part  of 
Aroostook  County.    This  year  potatoes  were  planted  late  in  this  section,  some 
fields  as  late  as  J-ane  l^th.    With  practically  all  fields  dead  the  first  of 
September , from  late  blight,  there  will  necessarily  be  a  small  yield  in  this 
section  and  a  large  amount  of  rot  if  there  is  much  rain  before  harvest, 

Wednesday  and  Thursday  it  rained  all  day,    Friday  we  harvested  some 
Cobblers  and  Triumph  on  Aroostook  Farm.    Monday  and  Tuesday,  Dr.  Clark  began 
harvesting  the  Tuber  Units  and  Hill  Selection  plats,    Saturday  was  devoted 
to  digging  and  selecting  material  for  the  Northern  Maine  Fair  which  begins 
next  week. 

Last  week's  notes  should  have  contained  the  following  items; 

A  field  day  was  held  on  Aroostook  State  Farm,    Dr ,  Chas  D.  Woods  gave 
an  excellenttalk    in  the  afternoon  giving  some  of  the  results  of  the  Experi- 
mental work  on  the  Farm,    Mr.  S.C, Damon,  Assistant  in  Field  Experiments  of 
the  Rhode  Island  Station  spent  a  portion  of  the  day  looking  ovet  the  Depart- 
ment's Experimental  plats.    The  Rhode  Island  Station  is  testing  some  of  our 
promising  seedlings  and  Mr*  Damon  was  especially  interested  in  these. 

(P.M.  Lombard). 

Washington,  D.C.  Notes <  September  10,  I920. 

My  time  for  the  current  week  has  been  occupied  in  miscellaneous  acti- 
vities, in  the  preparation  of  notebooks  and  rraterial  for  the  harvest  work 
in  Wisconsin  and  Minnesota  and  in  answering  correspoddence .    The  bulk  of  the 
inquiries  have  been  devoted  to  the  subject  of  potato  seedballs  and  in  parti- 
cular to  their  m&ney  value.    It  would  aoem  that  there  is  an  unusually  abundant 
supply  of  these  potato  balls  this  year  especially  in  the  New  England  States, 
Dub  to  some  misleading  articles  which  have  appeared  in  the  press  in  recent 

years,  many  people  seem  to  think  that  true  potato  seed  is  a  very  rare  and 
financially  precious  article. 

Our  potatoes  at  Arlington  Farm  continue  to  m.ake  a  favorable  growth. 
Very  heavy  rains  have  fallen  in  this  vicinity  during  the  week  and  the  hu- 
midity is  high.     It  wi^l  be  fortunate  if  there  is  no  severe  development  of 
blight  in  local  potato  fields. 
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Professor  T.'  H.  Wiiite  of  the  Maryland  Experiment  Station  visited  the 
Office  this  week.    He  offered  much  interesting  potato  inf orr:ation,  among 
which  the  fact  that  he  hc^s  located  a  necjrly  Mosaic  free  strain  of  McCormick. 

The  Bureau  of  I^Iarkets'  Daily  Report  describes  the  potato  situation 
as  generally  dull.    On  J^.epter."p.-r  oti,  1^0  lb.  sc^cks  New  Jersey  Giants  No.  1 
Quality  are  Quoted  ::n  Icc^l  maxk.^u  at  $3»25  -  $3.50.     Irish  Cobblers,  No.  1 
grade  New  York  marke-'-,  hrov.gl'.t.  $3,00  -  $3,^5  per  I30  lb.  .sack. 

(J.W.Wellington). 

Travel  Notes,  Portland-  Oregon.  September  5.  1^20. 

Mr.  Edmundson  cind  the  writer  c^rrived  at  Glenwood  Springs,  Colorauio, 
Wednesday  noon,  September  1  and  vvere  met  there  by  Messrs  Lou  D.  o  Stuart 
Sweet  in  their  auto  and  conveyed  to  their  ranch  at  Co-rbondale  ..here  we  in- 
spected their  potato  crop.    A  twelve  acre  seed  plot  plam^ed  about  July  1 
is  being  grown  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  inmature  seed  of  a  desirable 
size  for  whole  seed  planting.    It  is  proposed  to  rogue  this  seed  plot  as 
carefully  as  possible  removing  all  abnorrral  or  diseased  plants. 

As  a  whole  the  Carbondale  potato  crop  is  not  up  to  the  standard-  Much 
disease  is  present  in  most  of  the  fields  du*?  largely  to  the  use  of  poor 
sead.    One  especially  fine  field  of  Russet  Burbanks  was  noted  in  driving 
through  the  district.      The  Messrs.  Sweet  are  planning  to  secure  the  best 
available  seed  stock  for  next  season^ s  planting.    Their  ambition  is  to 
produce  high  grade  seed  stock  on  a  large  scale  and  they  are  willing  to  go 
to  considerable  trouble  and  expense  to  grow  it. 

The  writer  left  Carbondale  Wednesday  night  en  route  to  Jerome,  Idaho, 
which  he  reached  Friday  afternoon.  The  experimental  potato  work- at  the 
Jerome  Experiment  Station  was  inspected  on  Saturdo-y  and  some  notes  taken 
on  the  behavior  of  some  seventy  odd  seedlings  that  are  being  tested  out 
this  year.    The  tubers  of  nany  of  the  seedlings  were  found  to  be  germin- 
ating very  badly  indicating  that  their  gro.vth  had  been  sufficiently  checked 
by  heat  or  drouth  to  abridge  their  rest  period  thereby  inciting  germina- 
tion. 

The  potato  acreage  on  the  North  Side  Tract  is  almost  neglible.  Prac- 
tically all  of  the  strictly  commercial  acreage  was  planted  with  Irish  Cob- 
blers or  Chcvrles  Dovvnings,  most  if  not  all  of  which  has  been  harvested. 
One  of  the  best  grovvers  was  said  to  have  averaged  1^  sacks  of  merchantable 
potatoes  per  acre  for  which  he  received  $2.25  per  cwt.  or  a  gross  return  of 
approximately  $362.25  per  acre-      The  potato  acreage  in  Twin  Falls  district 
i)s  sciid  to  be  larger  than  last  season.     The  Caldwell  district  still  has  a 
portion  of  its  potato  crop  to  market.    The  price  paid  for  potatoes  in  that 
section  last  week  was  said  to  be  as  low  as  $1.25  per  cwt.    ]\5ar^  of  these 
growers  earlier  in  the  sec;..5on  refused  to  contract  their  crop  for  $3-50  P®^ 
cwt. 


(Wm*  Stuart ) . 
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Greeley,  Colorado  > 


For  Week  Ending  S-jptember  11^19P.C , 


During  the  past  week  the  vreather  has  been  almost  idea.l  icr 
potato  grov;ing.     The  days  ba-'-e  been  warm  and  the  nights  cool.. 
So  far  \ie  have  bad  no  ::_:o«t..  although  in  some  of  the  neighboring 
districts  theve  have  been  r.'vo  or  three  light  frosts. 

He  expecT  to  ms.ke  our  third  cutting  oi  alfalfa  this  v/e^k. 

Some  roguing  has  been  done  in  the  potato  plots  and  notes 
have  been  taken  on  vine  gro-;7th  and  diseases.    A  good  ma-ny  growers 
are  digging  their  Bownings  at  this  time.     Potatoes  are  bringing 
from  Ol*5C  to  Cl*60  a  hundred. 

( V/ .  C .  E dmunds  on ) . 

Jerom.e.   Idaho ^  For  IVeek  Ending;  September  11.1930. 

During  the  past  two  weeks  the  weather  conditions  have  been 
very  favorable,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  days  when  we 
had  Qfuite  sev-re  dust  storms. 

On  Saturday,  September  4th,  Professor  XJm,  Stuart  was  with 
us  at  the  Station  and  as  a  result  m>y  weekly  report  was  over- 
looked and  did  not  go  in.    Professor  Stuart  reports  conditions 
similar  to  ours  in  Southern  Idaho  over  most  of  the  Northwestern 
country. 

During  the  present  week  I  have  been  working  v/ith  the  po- 
tatoes, taking  notes  and  removing  undesirable  plants  and  tubers 
from  the  plots* 

(L.L.  Gorbett)* 

Presque  Isle,  :'iaine>  For  17eek  Ending  September  11.1930. 

The  northern  liaine  Fair  which  occupied  the  time  and  atten- 
rion  of  people  in  Aroostook  this  week  was  handicapped  by  rain 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday,    The  attendance  Thursday  was  about  25,000, 

The  exhibition  of  Live  Stock  and  vegetables  this  year  was 
very  good;  wh-at  there  was  of  it.    Very  little  stock  was  exhibited 
and  for  a  potato  county,  the  amount  of  potatoes  exhibited  v;a3 
hardly  .;orth  m.entioning.     The  Aroostook  State  Farm  had  a  booth 
in  which  was  exhibited  cereals  grown  on  the  Farm,  diseased  speci- 
mens of  potato  plants  by  the  Pathologists  and  34  plates  of  vari- 
eties and  seedling  potatoes  by  our  office. 

On  Monday,  I  went  to  Fort  Fairfield  with  Dr.  Schultz  and_ 
secured  some  Green  Mountain  potatoes  from  a  field  owned  by  P.H* 
Reed.    These  potatoes  this  year  were  comjparatively  free  from 
Mosaic  disease. 
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Saturday,   oe^xt  of  our  Experimental  plats  Mere  sprayed  ag^a^y 
'vvith  Bordeaux  Mixture,     Our  plats  for  the  r-iost  part  are  ?.t::,ll 
green  and  comparatively  free  from  Late  Blight* 

Mr,  Ben  -Srn  th  of       •  :vc:,llace  ^  s  office,  arrived  Thursday  to 
assist  Mr,  Pox-ry  m  na.r^"'">":;;:' '..Ing  their  experiment3.1  spray  plats, 
Representativr.^  oi  fr.e  Office  of  I-^arkets  arrived  Friday  to  maJce 
arrangementf"--  fcr  opening  an  office  for  Market  News  Service ^  Fext 
■  week  713  expecx  to  cegin  ha^rve sting  our  experimental  plats  on 
Aroostook  State  Farm* 

The  potato  market  is  rather  weak  here.     Dealers  are  offer in 
sp2.50  a  barrel  and  indications  are  that  the  price  will  drop  to 
$3 ,00,     Growers  claim  the  crop  has  cost  them  53-00  per  barrel 
and  the  bulk  of  the  crop  v/ill  probably  be  stored  and  hold  for  a 
better  price.     With  fields  blighted  rather  early  and  the  heavy 
rains  we  have  been  having,  there  will  be  considerable  rot  parti- 
cularly in  the  late  varieties.  . 

(P^M^Lombard) . 

Washington,  D,C#  September  17.. 1930 « 

The  v;riter  spent  one  day  this  week  in  determining  the 
amount  and  nature  of  the  diseases  present  in  the  Bureau  of 
Chemistry's  potato  planting  at  Arlington  Farm^    This  wo£k  is 
being  conducted  by  Dr^  ?,C,Cook  in  an  effort  to  determine  the 
effect  of  sprays  on  the  solid  content  of. the  tubers.    A  very 
high  percent,  of  Mosaic  was  found  in  his  McCormick  and  Gold 
Coin  lots,  some  of  the  McCormick  running  as  high  as  80  per 
cent,  of  seriously  affected  plants.     Irish  Cobbler  was  compar- 
atively ifixee;  Spalding  rose  moderately  affected. 

1930  accessions  ^-^33871  and  i;^33877  were  harvested  during 
the  week.     #35871  came  to  our  office  direct  from.  Mexico  and 
the  original  tubers  were  all  the  size  of  small  marbles.  However 
some  of  the  tubers  in  the  new  crop  weighed  nearly  one-half  an 
ounce  *  . 

All  the  reports  of  our  co-operative  Southern  potato  seed 
stock  experiments  are  now  in  the  Office  and  some  time  has  been 
utilized  in  studying  these  records.    On  Monday,  September  30, 
the  vfriter  will  start  harvesting  the  experimental  potatoes  at 
Grand  Rapids,  Minnesota ♦ 

( J,W»fellington) • 

Travel  Notes  -  Washington.  September  18.1930. 

The  writer  arrived  at  Corvallis,  Oregon,  the  srvening  of 
Septemiber  6,  and  on  the  following  day  in  company  with  Professor 
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G,R,H3^slop  inspected  the  co-operative  .  se^d  potato  development 
work  being  carried  on  at  that  point*      The  quality  of  the  varicv. 
lots  of  seed  stoch  un.der  trial  was  found  to  'oe  exceedingly  vari--- 
ahle.     Many  mixtures  were  noted  ,     The  stand  on  the  whole  in  al'j 
oi  thci  lots  wa«  poo::_,   .'-.nl  v. as  said  to  he  due  to  "onfavorable  ci:.^ 
atic  conditicn^-'  dt  t:5r  pl^;ij 'ing.     Viewed  as  a  whole  the  lots  unde, 
trial  do  not  appea^r  uo  offer  much  likelihood  of  furnishing  a 
superior  lo't  of  t.eel  for  next  season's  planting.     The  potato 
crop  in  Oregon  w?.s  reported  by  Professor  Hyslop  as  being  con- 
siderably below  normial. 

The  co-opcir3.tive  seed  potato  development  plot  at  Pullman, 
Washington,  was  jointly  inspected  by  Professor  llorris  and  the 
v/riter  on  September  9th.     The  general  condition  of  the  various 
lots  of  seed  under  trial  at  this  point  was  very  good.    Owing  to 
drouth,  the  yield  will  be  very  seriously  curtailed.    A  few  lots 
of  seed  stock  were  noted  that  contained  considerable  percentage 
of  diseased  plants.     The  cultural  conditions  were  good  and  the 
outlook  for  securing  desirable  seed  stock  is  quite  promising. 
Both  Professor  Morris  and  Mr.  Robertson  were  convinced  that  the 
Washington  potato  crop  was  going  to  be  considerably  below  normal 
A  hurried  visit  was  made  to  the  I^aho  Agricultural  Experiment 
Station  at  Moscow,,  the  afternoon  of  the  9th. 

The  afternoon  of  September  10  and  the  following  day  was 
spent  in  Kalispell^  Montana  and  the  country  adjacent  thereto. 
This  region  is  claimed  to  have  some  SOOO  acres  of  potatoes 
under  cultivation,  the  present  season.    While  at  the  present 
time  this  region  is  almiost  entirely  a  dry  farm.ing  country,  it 
has  the  possibility  at  som.e  future  period    of  becomdng  irrigated 
district.     The  average  annual  rainfall  is  between  15  and  16 
inches  but  last  year  (1919)  it  was  less  than  11  inches. 

The  crop  this  season  has  been  considerably  injured  as  a 
tesult  of  unusually  high  temperatures  during  July  and  August, 
which  arrested  tuber  development  for  a  sufficient  perioa^to 
induce  germina^tion  and  second  growth  when  miore  favorable  grow- 
ing conditions  were  restored  by  lower  temperatures  and  by  mois- 
ture. The  Neeted  Gem  is  the  leading  m.ain  cro'o  variety  in 
this  section. 

As  a  -whole,  the  potato  fields  observed  were  remiarkably 
free  from  disease,  and  they  should  make  excellent  seed  stock. 
The  writer  wishes  to  acknowledge  in  this  connection,  that 
through  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  H,M. Louis  and  G.G.Wooster,  Presi- 
dent and  Secretary-Treasuer  respectively  of  the  Northwest  Po- 
tato ^  Exchange  of  Kalispell  and  other  leading  citizens,   it  was 
possible  to  personally  inspect  a  considerable  portion' of  the 
valley  extending  some  dozen  miles  north  of  Kalispell  to  Flat- 
head Lake, -some  18  miles  south  of  the  town.     The  officers  of 
the  Northwest  Potato  Exchange  togeth-@33  with  some  of  thele£.ding 
growers  and  business  m.en  of  this  section,   are  very  desirous  of 
developing  a  large  seed  potato  industry. 

(Wm.  Stuart). 
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Greeley^  Colorado.  For  Week  Ending  September  IS^ 1930 

Thia  has  been  rather  a  quiet  week  at  the  Station.  A 
number  of  the  potato  plots  were  rogued  and  some  notes  taken. 

We  be.gan  cu'tT;ing  alfalfa  on  Wednesday,  September  15, 
and  we  expect  '^o  start  stacking  about  September  33,     Both  the 
first  and  secoTid  cutoin^i;s  of  alfalfa  were  damaged  by  rain;  we 
are  therefore,  very  3Jiizxo'Ji3  xc  get  this  cutting  of  hay  into 
the  stack  in  good  condition* 

The  Central  Community  Fair  v/hich  is  held  at  Greeley, 
ended  September  17. 

Potatoes  during  the  week  have  been  selling  at  01-65 
to  Ol»80  per  hundred,  mostly  Ol*?0  to  Ol»75. 

(W.C»Edmundson) * 

Jerome^  Idaho ^  For  Week  Ending  September  18. 1930  .■ 

During  the  week  the  v;eather  conditions  have  been 
favorable  and  general  farm  operations  have  been  pushed  rapidly; 
throughout  the  tract  threshing  and  hay  harvesting  have  been  the 
line  of  work.      On  Monday,  the  13th,  we  threshed  our  oats  with 
a  yield  of  44  bushels  to  the  acre. 

Crops  generally  look  good  ;  our  potatoes  are  still 
green  and  there  is  indication  that  they  vvill  continue  growing 
until  ripened  by  frost.     Beans  are  nearly  ready  to  harvest, 
probably  will  be  ready  by  the  latter  part  of  next  week  or  the 
first  of  the  following  v/eek. 

Prices  of  potatoes  range  from  Cl»15  to  (?1*35  per  cwt. 

(L,L.Corbett) • 

Presque  Isle.  Ma ine .  For  Week  Ending  September  18^ 1930. 

The  weather  for  the  past  week  has  been  cloudy,  with 
rain  Monday  and  Saturday. 

We  began  to  harvest  the  seed  development  plat  Tuesday^ 
six  rows  of  Gobblers  yielded  at  the  rate  of  135  barrels  per  acr<. 
Wednesday,  Thursday  and  Friday  the  1919  Seedlings  were  harvest- 
ed.    These  seedlings  are  a  very  promising  lot,  many  are  large 
yielders  and  several  are  early  maturing* 
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Mr«  B.  E,  Brown  of  the  Soil  Fertility  Office  arrived 
in  town  Tuesday  to  harvest  the  Experimental  work  with  ferti- 
lizers, 

Pota-^oes  are  celling  for  From  02.00  to  $3.35  per 
barrel,  f,©,-.",     La^r^e  quantities  of  stock  are  being  stored  for 
higher  prices, 

(P , M.Lombard) . 

Travel  Notes,  Grand  Rapids,  Minnesota.         Tuesday.  Sept « 31. 

Cold  rainy  weather  is  prevailing  in  northern  Wiscon- 
sin and  Minnesota,  making  harvesting  operations  slow  and  un- 
comfortable.   We  commenced  digging  Monday  afternoon,  and  found 
the  potato  crop  to  be  in  excellent  condition.     The  tubers  are 
ripe  and  handle  without  skin  injury.    The  stock  is  exception- 
ally clean  and  attractive,  and  the  yield  is  good, 

(J.W.Wellington) . 

Travel  Notes .  Presque  Isle,  Maine.  September  23,1930. 

Tuesday,  September  14  and  a  portion  of  Wednesday 
forenoon  w^as  spent  in  Chicago  and  suburbs,    Tuesday  forenoon 
vjas  devoted  to  ,a  conference  of  the  executive  commiittee  of  the 
Potato  Association  of  America,  three  of  the  six  members  of  the 
committee  being  present.     The  chief  item  of  business  was  that 
of  the  time  and  place  of  holding  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the 
Association.    No  definite  decision  was  arrived  at,  it  being 
left  to  thd  secretary,  Mr.  Milward,  to  enter  into  correspondence 
with  the  Officers  ctf  the  American  Live  Stock  Association  as  to 
the  desirability  of  holding  it  in  connection  with  their  meeting. 

In  the  afternoon,  I  went  to  Lake  Forest,  Illinois  to 
have  a  conference  by  appointment  with  Mr,  Carter  H.  Fitz  Hugh, 
a  gentleman  who  has  devoted  much  thought  to  the,  sub3ect  of 
'storage  houses  for  the  storage  of  fruit  and  vegetables.     He  is 
an  enthusiastic  advocate  of  comjnunity  storage  houses. 

The  evening  was  spent  with  Dr.  K,E,Korton,  Agricul- 
turist of  the  Amierican  Steel  and  Wire  Company,  who  is  keenly 
alive  to  every  movement  looking  toward  the  betterment  of  the 
potato  industry  in  general, 

Wednesday  morning  v;as  devoted  to  a  conference  with 
Mr,  E,  Percy  Miller  of  the  firm  of  Albert  Miller  &  Co,  from 
whom  miUch  interesting  informiation  was  secured  relative  to  the 
merchandising  of  the  crop,  the  general  condition  of  the  crop 
and  price  outlook  for  the  season* 
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Thursday  afternoon,  Triday  and  Saturday  were  spent 
in  the  office  in  a  frantic  endeavor  to  clear  my  desk  of  accum 
lated  correspondence  and  in  making  preparations  for  going  to 
Maine »     I  arrived  at  Fie^.q-.ie  Isle,  Maine,  Monday  e^c^l^noon, 
September  30  r     t  ince  tn.is  date  the  writer,  assisted  by  I'Ir- 
Lombard,  has  b^r-n  o:'Gupied  in  securing  exhibition  material 
from  the  vari-jly  an  i  seedling  collection.     The  weather  since 
arrival  has  been  ideal  for  outdoor  work* 


{Wm,  Stuart)* 
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(>rj3 sley,  Cclorado.  .tj'or  th3  vveek  ending  Septembsr  Ep.  1^20 . 

W3  finished  stacking  the  third  cutting  of  alfalfa  on  Wednesday,  Sep- 
tiJ^ber  22 1    This  hay  is  of  the  finest  Quality,    On  September  23  seme  cf 
•chi  oa'Cj"  varieties  of  pQ"'':a,toe3  vv^^^s  harvested^    The  EIij.ss  Tri'amph  were 
^r.rj9pticr.s,lly    good,  prcducirg  a  c-'.g  yield- 

T>iere.  w  as  a  hftavy  frost  on  S-o-turdayp  September  25;,  v/hich  killed 
practically  all  th'-j  ■p^'-l^.'-'.o  vin^s  in  tins  s^riti-no    We  shall  be  able  tc 
r.tay'v  harvesting         l:it3  ^^otatoes  in  abju't  a  w&3ke 

Potatoes  have  been  selling  for  $1/40  to  $1,60  a  bjmdred  during  th© 
past  week,  but  very  fevv  sales  are  rsccjr-ded^ 

(W,  Cc  Edinuadsoa)* 

Presque  Isl&.  I^iaOt.  For  the^  wc-alT  eaf.lng  Ssrtsir^fir  1,920^ 

The  weather  for  the  past  week  has  been  very  warm  and  pleasant* 

Professor  Sti:ar^  ar%'ived  Monday  to  assist  in  harvesting.    A  section 
of  eaoh  variety  and  seedling  was  dug  by  hand  froni  w>:i^ch  exhibition 
material  was  53l<sctedo 

The  E-ill  Selections..  Scotch  Collecfcicn,  South  Amei'ican  Collecticu 
and  snail  lots  we^re  harvested  Monday  and  Tuesday*    Dr^  CO.a;':'kj  with  two 
men  tc  assist,  began  Wednesday  to  harvest-  the  1920  Saediingso  Some 
Green  Mo-xatain  (Schult-s  stralr.)  and  Irish  Cobblers  were  harvested 
Friday  and  Saturday.    At  least  ten  days  will  be  reaulred  to  finish 
harvesting!) 

The  potato  icarket  is  still  quiet,  buyers  all  paying  fj.'oin  $1.75 
Monday  to  $2e30  Saturday, 

The  labor  problem  is  q.uite  serious  this  year.  From  $7eC0  to  $10.C0 
per  day  is  paid  for  pitchers* 

(P.  M.  Lombard). 

Jejrcme,  Idaho.  For  the  week  end^.ng,  vSeptember  25.  1920. 

I>j2'ing  the  week,  the  weather  conditions  have  been  unfavorable,  with 
rainy  and  cloudy  c;;nditicns  prevailings  The  first  frost  of  fall  came  on 
the  22nd  of  September  and  was  followed  by  another  light  frost  on  the  24th, 

.    W©  will  begin  ha.rvesting  third  cutting  hay  during  the  coming  week 
and  follow  that  with  harvesting  beans* 

Potatoes  are  still  looking  well  and  the  frost  has  not  touched  them 
yet.  ^ 

(L,  L«  Ccrbett), 
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T^g?al  Notes,  jraiid  Ba^lds,  Mjrneaota.^  S-^ptenber  27.  1920 . 

The  season's  v:v'ork  at  Grand  Rapids 5  IVEinnssota,  was  cc-rroleted  Gepten*- 
t-er  r^f).  This  has  been  a  succe.-SHrfU  yas-r.  a.ad  relid.bj.s  and  ii^ceresting 
;'3;njr.'d3  Jia-ve  been  secuzredj  ^hw?  op  >.a-?'i-''es';,ed  was  sa^isf cC^c::;/,  both,  in 
i^se  end  QVLaJity»  Th*?  Triiiopb.^  a?,  ui  '-^X;  ^  has  aiCf&.rd^-d  t->.6  ru:-?..  st^riklng 
varl2-1;iGr.  withi.n  a  v-rilet;/-  brtli  in  -yr,e".rL  ar.id  In  a  tendency  to  niutat-ioii 
cf  ivi?  skin  colore  'r.ib3.?i5  of  varictiS  b;.ea  w^-ir 3  nct-sd;.  ei:p-Hcially  in  the 
•i,-.vo  strain^  of  D&i.-li'.-^  la  yield    •     J;        Sioj.xh  s orain  from  Wis- 

cc^in..n  led  at  P??  ac^e ,  v/:-ia- t he  least  pro:jl:riOt-i,vs  lot  of 

Triuxph.  yielded  '03  ru-:.te«"i.^'o  Q'he-  Q^'ofr  :/..v.a  a  la  variety  ranged  from  a 
minimi;.m  yield  of  IJl  bashels  to  a  cf  t'-.Sjc-    The  other  varieties 

were  more  ccn3j?i-.it  in  ^'ield.-  bT7.t  Vc-ried  cr-ff iciently  to  justify  their  in- 
clusion in  the  e;-qjf5:f im'>i>t ,  The  figiires  give-:t.  hers  are  ap;^^r tsimate  a-nd 
will  be  slightly  modified  by  furtlier  cal  col  avians-, 

The  Superintendent  cf  the  North  Central  Experiinental  Station,  MrcBergh, 
deserves  the  prair>e  'Zc'^  the  efficient"  and  safcisfacGOi'y  care  that  he  has 
bestowedv'cn  this  worko 

2p^^Z§l-Jl2ii£?-s- -§P..75?;®^^^  Se-,otQTTiber  27.  19SQ» 


We  comaenced  digging  the  early  varieties  of  pc^tatioss  this  morning 
and  have  reci;:?d'3  Pn  tww  rc^ws  of  ^C'.l  the  T^u^^rc^'h  at;,?ainc.o    The  Jo  Wc  Smith 
stock  again  tsvk  the  lead  '.'n  ylo'-.d^.  prc;da'"tng  IJ^'J-  bMsasls  of  potatoes  to 
the  acrsa    The  least  pr^d'^';^;;ve  c^/a'n  gare  :Lc:7  t-u-hels.    Yields  were  light 
as  compared  to  other  year 3 «  d''..e  t;;.  i  he  pr"lv:.;ged  d:'ov;-di  at  the  critical 
period  of  grovvthj  b'lt  the  Q,'<.ali-;.y  cf  stock  was  high  giadeo 

Prices  of  potatoes  in  this  Worth  co-ontry  are  very  unsatisfactory.  Xn 
Grand  Rapids^  I^niiesota,  the  biiyers  were  offering  60  to  75  cents  a  bushel 
for  graded  whites^    At  S-poonerj  today,  one  buyer  offered  the  Station 
75  cents  a  hundred  weighs;  for  '.Drii2mphsa    Naturally  the  potato  growers  are 
discouraged  and  puzzled  whether  to  hold  or  se2J-<, 

(J*  W»  Wellington), 

travel  Notes.  Fresctue  Isle,  Maine ♦  gsptombe?  29^  1920. 

Exceptionally  fine  ?;8a.ther  for  the  past  rdna  day3  has  mado  it  possible 
for  the  potato  growers  of  Aroostook  County^  as  well  as  other  sections,  to 
harvest  the  potato  crop  vdthout  interruption  and  with  ma-^lmam  efficiency 
where  sufficient  help  was  available » 

Potato  pickers  are  receiving  I5  cents  per  bbl,  and  board,  or  I7  cents 
to  IS  cents  per  bbl*  without  bear  do    We  have  thus  far  been  able  to  secure 
help  for  $7cOO  per  day  without  beard*    Some  are  recei'-'ing  as  high  as  $10«00 
per  day»    Pickers  paid  by  the  barrel  at  the  price  xnentioned*  are  averaging 
from  $10.00  to  $15o00  and  board,  v-?ith  here  and  there  cJi  exceptionally  good 
picker  making  from  $l5a00  to  $18cC0»    I  was  informed  this  evening  that  a 
certain  grower  was  now  paying  his  teamstef's  $6,00  per  dc^y  ond  board*    It  is 
difficult  to  see  how  the  grovver  can  afford  to  pay  such  exorbitant  wages 
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with  potatoes  at  $2»00  par  bbl.  As  a  matter  of  fact  few  Aroostook  pota- 
toes are  oeing  offered  at  this  price.    A  large  proportion  of  the  crop  is 
going  into  storage. 

Reports  on  yields  are  very  coij  flic  ting,  due  to  unevenne  ss  of  crop 
certain  portions  of  the  Oovr>.tY      It  is  generally  admitted  that  ths 
Fort  Fairfield,   CaribcPf  and  L. je  zGCi-lon^  imve  a  light  crop,  the 
average  prohably  be,"ng  aronrid  oO  {.'•'"•■.'s.  par  a.cre.     In  certain  other  por** 
tions  the  yield  is  r.'j^nal  or  n^as'ly  sOc    The  serious  red^'-.'.otion  in  yield 
in  the  towr.s  mentl-  :'    -  '■vrtr.-  due  io  a  se\-s':'?  c^ttack  of  Late  Blight  in 
August ,  wMch.  desu. v.. -'jh-y  pQ-':at-o  p'.ar;*-.5  :.?.-.d  th-j.s  prevented  further 
tuber  developme2"T- ,    T'jb  Go  cbl.  ylt^l  I  i-'ot  xealJy  tell  the  whole 

story,  beca-use  it  does  no'i-  ;:.eko        ?  accnur;,;;  the  poor  q.iiality  of  the 
stock,  quite  a  large  proportion  of  it  grading  e.s  No.  2  stock  or  culls. 

Whether  or  not  this  yearns  losses  from  Late  Blight  vdll  drive  home 
the  lesson  that  only  thorough,  and  intelligent  spraying  will  prevent  loss 
from  Late  Blight,  remains  to  be  seen. 

It  is  extremely  fortunate  that  the  weather  has  been  so  ideal  for 
harvesting  the  crop  as  it  -undoubtedly  h^s  prevented  a  large  tuber  loss 
from  Late  Bligh"^  rot*    With  the  tubers  going  into  the  storage  house  in 
a  dry  and  clean  condition^  the  probability  is  that  the  loss  from  Late 
Blight  rot  in  storage  will  be  almost  negligible. 

Considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  the  harvesting  of  our 
experimental  potatoes ^    A  continuation  of  our  present  fins  weather  dur- 
ing the  remainder  of  the  weelif  will  see  all  of  the  smaller  seedling 
and  varietal  lots  of  potatoes  in  the  storage  hoiAse^ 


(Wm.  Stuart  )o 
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Greeley.  Colorado. 


For  the  week  ending  October  gi.l-jSQ 


During  the  week  we  have  been  harvesting  potatoes.    The  variety  test, 
the  seedlings,  and  a  part  of  the  Irrigation  Experiment  have  been  dug*  Help 
is  scarce  and  we  are  working  ivr.th  a  ve:cy  sr-mll  crew.    It  is  reported  that 
some  of  the  growers  are  paying  $6  C     aad  $7,00  and  board  for  their  pickers* 

Potatoes  have  been  selling       01,7.5  to  $1,25  a  hundred,  but  very  few 
sales  have  been  irac.e-    The  car  shwrf^c.go  is  a\ti?  reported  to  be  very  serious. 
It  is  be3.iev©d  tha-   ihe  iiajoffity  ef  --^r-'j  £:v?av»-s;>'3  intend  to  store  their  crop, 
and  in  facfe  thoy  ^a.-  bs  PU.Mged  to  z^,. 

(W.  C.  Edmundson)* 

Jerome,  Idahg»  For  the  week  ending  October  2.  1920.. 

During  the  week  the  weather  conditions  have  been  generally  favorable, 
with  clear  warm  weather  prevailing, 

We  have  cut  ovx  third  crop  of  hay  during  the  week  and  have  it  almost 
ready  to  stack;  and  have  been  liauling  mamire  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
week*    Potato  vinw^s  a^'e  still  green  and  the  tubers  are  apparently  growing 
some  yetc    1  hfiv*?  harvested  pax Of  the  beans,  and  will  no  doubt  harvest 
the  rest^  the  coming  week* 

(L.  L.  Corbett), 

Ames.  l^wa>  Fgy  the  week  ending  October  2,  1920» 

Mr,  Rudnick  and  the  write.?  have  just  Returned  from  Osage  where  wd 
spent  the  past  ten  days  harvesting  the  potato  crop  on  the  escperimental 
plots.    We  have  found  unusually  good  weather  for  harvesting.    The  crop  has 
matured  in  good  shape  and  with  the  exception  of  late  planting  the  yields 
are  very  satisfactory.    There  is,  however,  a  very  wide  range  in  yield*  I 
have  not  yet  had  an  opportTmioy  of  tabulating  yields  from  different  strains 
but  indications  are  that  there  is  a  decided  difference  in  favor  of  certified 
seed,  particularly  as  in  case  of  Wisconsin  Rurals.    The  yield  in  St,  Insgar 
territory  ranges  from  two  to  four  hundred  bushel  per  acre  and  is  of  excellent 
quality.    There  has  been  decided  improvement  in  the  matter  of  grading  the 
stock  in  the  last  year,  practically  everything  that  has  gone  out  this  year 
being  gradecJ,.    The  }/k  inch  screen  is  the  one  very  generally  used  since 
there  is  no  mai^ket  for  the  No.  2  grade,    The  1-7/S  screen  is  too  large  and 
has  proven  impractical* 

Since  llir.  Ford's  pronouncement,  prices  have  taken  a  hard  slidOt  Two 
weeks  ago  the  farmers  were  receiving  a  dollar  a  bushel  and  at  the  present 
rating  it  is  as  Ipw  as  sixty- five  cents  in  some  instances.    In  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  labor  cost  has  been  fully  2^fo  higher  than  in  any  prece  ding 
year,  this  price  decline  is  hitting  farmers  hard.    On  account  of  shortage 
of  cars  a  large  part  of  last  year's  corn  crop  is  yet  to  be  marketed  and 
according  to  present  indication  is  worth  about  one  half  what  it  was  a 
year  ago. 

(A*  T.  Erwin)* 
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PresQue  Isle.  ivMne.  For  the  week  ending  October  2.  19^:0. 

Bain  Thursday,  Friday  and  Saturday  interi erred  with  harvesting  operat- 
ions this  week.    Nearly  four  inch.33  fell  and  but  few  fields  can  be  worked 
until  Tuesday  of  next  week. 

On  Aroostook  State  FaTrip  v/e  f shsd  the  1^20,  I916  Seedlings  and 
two-thirds  of  the  19^7  Seedlings » 

Professor  St-ir.-/'-  vvho  h^.s  been  asEtsi-ng  in  harvesting  our  Experimental 
plats,  left  Fr'.day  u°.gli";  for  Wash.ir:g-x/i- 

Potatoes  are  s«ill  around  $2:00  per  barrel,  f.o.b. 

(P.  M.  Lombard), 

Wisconsin  Travel  Notes.  October  5.  1920. 

We  ccrnpleted  the  harvesting  of  the  experimental  potato  plots  at 
Spooner  Saturday  noon,  October  2»    The  yields  of  the  late  varieties  proved 
much  more  satisfactory  than  th^-t  of  the  early  sorts,  both  in  quantity  and 
in  percentage  of  rar.rketable  stock.    All  sorts  of  weather  were  expsriencod 
during  the  weekg  froirt  snow  flurries  to  quite  oppressive  heat.    On  Septem- 
ber 30,  there  ccc'^i'recs  the  first  killing  frost  of  the  I920  season.    At  that 
dase  soma  ox  the  Rvucai  New  Yorker  and  Green  Mountain  vines  were  growing 
vigorously, 

Saturday  the  writer  left  Spooner  for  AntigOp  Wisconsin,  to  attend  to 
the  shipping  of  two  let;-  of  Triumphs  to  our  southern  co-operators <,  Tljese 
two  lots,  from  J,        ZvA^,h.  of  Kent,  and  George  St.  Clair  of  State  Lines, 
left  AntigQ  on  OctvOer  5  i^^^  excellent  condition. 

Among  the  visit ;)rs  at  Spooner,  were  Professor  iviilward,  Mr,  Kicks  and 
Rasmussen,  the  Washburn  County  Farm  Bureau  Agent.     Some  interesting 
informo-tAon  was  secur©d  f.7om  Milward,  namely,  that  the  word  "certified'-' 
would  no  l^^nger  be  authorized  in  connection  vvith  ?/isconsin  potatoes.  In 
its  stead  v/ould  be  substituted  the  two  words  "state  inspected".  Also 
that  Clark  Kunsy  of  Three  Lakes,  has  shipped  several  thousand  bushels  of 
Trrcimph  seed  stock  to  the  Bermuda  Islands  at  a  very  good  price. 

The  writer  h?pes  to  complete  the  shipping  of  V/isconsin  potatoes  by 
the  end  of  this  week,  October  9^  and  will  then  depart  for  Western  Nebraska. 

(J.  W.  Wellington). 

Washington  Notes.  October  8.  1920. 

The  writer  returned  from  Maine,  S^jinday  morning,  October  3,  after  an 
absence  of  two  v/eeks.    The  present  week  has  been  very  largely  devoted  to 
answering  the  acc'.mralatea  correspondence  found  upon  my  desk.  Numerous 
samples  of  potatoes  have  been  forv;arded  to  the  office  for  identification 
this  season* 
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The  wec^ther  has  been  clear  and  rat;her  cool  "b-'at  not  frosty. 

Mr.  E.  V«  Wilcox,  formerly  of  the  Department.,  but  nov;  connected  with 
th©  Country  Gentleman,  paid  us  a  visi^  this  week. 

MrSi  Vosbiiry  (Margaret  Conn^::?)  has  teTTiporarily  returned  to  cur  office 
for  the  purpose  of  checking  up  stvoo  f  c.-.d-jo:?  laboratory  studies  upon  the 
relative  time  requirt^d  to  bcke  pytatcas  of  different  diamster« 

Mj.ss  Merle  Afer.-  'ib.g  assiircei.  the  duty  ci  editing  the  "Sye"  vice 
Miss  King  who  has  s:-'Tii'rd  h&J  relation's  ^/itii  the  Department* 


(Wm.  Stuart)* 
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Greeley.  Colorado.  For  the  wQak  ending  Ocuober  9.  1920. 

During  the  week  the  weather  has  been  warm  and  pleasant  and  ideal  for 
harvest  work.    Harvesting  of  the  potato  plots  has  continued.    Some  of  the 
potatoes  that  were  planted  on  difforent  ^.yp^s  of  soil  in  the  vicinity  of 
Greeley  were  also  harvested*    Ii-  in  tne  expectation  to  finish  digging  at 
the  Station  some  time  this  wesko    'J}.3'  7ield  has  been  exceptionally  good 
especially  after  the  setback  dae  tc  uhe  r^ail  storm  on  August  6, 

Potatoes  have  been  se:l:*.ng  at  $1  I.C  z-:  •i'lc25,  m.ostly  $1.15,  ^"^t  very 
few  sales  are  being  made  and  the  car  sit'oation  is  still  very  serious, 

(W.  C.  Edmundson)* 

Jerome y  Idaho.  For  the  week  ending  October  9.  1920» 

During  the  week  the  weather  conditions  have  been  unsettled  with  rain 
and  considerable  wind. 

The  early  part  of  the  week  we  put  up  what  hay  we  could  and  since  the 
weather  has  become  more  settled,  have  been  pulling  beans.    Beet  harvest  has 
been  on  in  full  swing  for  this  week  with  »  .good  yield  reported.    We  have 
bs,d  no  irrigation  water  for  three  weeks  now  and  the  ground  is  quite  dry* 
Our  potatoes  are  still  green  and  all  indications  are  that  they  will  not  be 
ready  to  harvest  for  at  least  two  weeks. 

The  price  of  potatoes  h^s  been  very  weak  for  several  days  with  the 
price  ranging  around  $1.00  per  h:mdred. 

(L.  L.  Corbett)* 

PresQue  Isle.  Maine.  For  the  week  ending  October  9.  1920. 

With  the  exception  of  one  day  we  had  a  very  good  week  for  harvesting. 
The  land  on  Aroostook  Farm  was  so  wet  from  last  weeks  rains,  it  was  neces- 
sary to  shift  operations  to  the  Seed  Development  work  on  the  Savage  Field. 
The  yields  on  this  field  were  very  good  and  some  very  fine  seed  stock  was 
secured.    About  400  barrels  were  taken  from  2^  acres.    Yields  from  the 
different  strains  have  not  been  figured  out. 

On  Aroostook  Farm  we  harvested  the  variety  collection,  finished  har- 
vesting the  1917  seedlings  and  made  a  good  start  on  the  older  seedlings. 
Three  days  next  week  ought  to  close  our  harvesting  operations. 

The  potato  market  has  been  stronger  this  week,  having  reached  $3.00 
per  barrel,  Friday  and  Saturday, 

(p.  M.  Lombard). 
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Nebraska  Travel  Notes .  For  the  week  ending  October  9.  192Q , 

I  arrived  at  Alliance  Monday  morning  4:30  A. Mo  Fo-and  boxes  here  0*K», 
so  arranged  to  purchase  one  Irt  of  p-Jtatoes  from  O'Banricn  (Lot  l)  and  sent 
par^y  of  boxes  to  Marsland,  going  rrvr-.Qli  on  sane  tra:*n  a.nd  returned  to 
Alliance  today,  after  boxing  L^;.v  Z    J..        T'^^llirans  V^.v  ^zle.-riCi.)  ^  and  shipping 
it  tjO  Werner,    Vvednesday  notn  vd'l:.    S:!  Lo'"-  1  xinier  \va.y  for  Lincoln  and 
v/riter  on  his  v/ay  to  Morrill* 

Potatoes  are  very  very  scabby  'In  vh!::3  v^clmty  and  considerable  black 
scurf (rhiz Oct cnia) ,  "There  is  a  g!"'5d  /:!.e;.i,a»  o'c.'.  rrarkedly  less  acreage  than 
in  1319 i    Every  farmer,  that  can,  is  ^■^c:^xn^  his  stccko 

Tubers  are  extra  large «    I  saw  so.^e  Tririnxhs  at  Marsland  which  weighed 
two  pounds  each,  and  plant;/  of  them  ran  abcve  cne  pounds    Triuinpb  seems  to 
be  the  dominant  variety  and        TollKcvn  at-  Ivlarslandj  and  O'Bannon's  here  say 
it  is  their  best  money  Diaker»    The  0 ' Ear-j:?.or,  crop  will  be  in  vicinity  of 
25,000  bushels  all  grown  on  shs.rss»    Yield  per  acre  will  run  from  100  to 
I7O;  average  proba,bly  near  the  lower.    In  selecting  ovci?  12  bushels  of  seed 
today,  I  sorted  over  30  bushels,  so  you  can  see  tha-O  q-uality  is  not  very 
high^ 

It  would  seem  as  though  reduction  of  scab  is  a  paramount  issue  in  this 
territory.    It  is  true  that  stock  is  ripe  and  in  fins  condition  for  storage* 

Market  price  is  65  to  75v^  pe*  bushel,    C-:Bara?.c.n  sold  four  cars  of 
seed  stock  to  Mullin.3  of  Wha.r^on,  Texas,  at  $2c^^0  cwt«  f,o,b,  O^Bannon 
Bross  are  looking  for  a  sliarp  rise  in  the  market,  after  first  heavy  freezes. 
They  figure  that  there  really  isoH  such  a  tremend'PUs  crop  as  reports 
indicate,  so  are  buying  pst-atoes  besides  their  own, 

(J«  W.  Wellington)* 

]?^dison.  Wisconsin ,  For  the  week  ending  October  2.  1920 » 

The  potato  harvesting  season  is  on  in  Wisconsin  under  the  very  best 
conditions  that  could  prevail,    Frssv.s  now  have  killed  remaining  green 
vines  and  all  fields  are-  in  condition  for  /larvest'-Vag-.    Xf  the  present  very 
satisfacto.^y  weather  continaies  for  another  week,  the  largest  percentage  of 
the  crop  will  be  harvested  in  the  very  best  of  acndition. 

There  is  very  little  late  "tiight  rot  in  Wisconsin  this  year  and  there 
probably  will  be  very  liV/tle  frost  damage  in  the  stocka    In  some  sections 
the  stock  is  fairly  small 5  due  to  the  dry  season,  but  the  quality  and 
mturity  are  very  sa'^isfactory. 

During  the  rush  of  green  stock  to  the  market  during  the  past  two  weeks, 
prices  dropped,  but  most  marketing  agencies  believe  that  a  steady  and 
favorable  price  of  pote>toes  will  prevail  with  a  steady  and  more  satisfac- 
tory movement  than  prevailed  last  season. 
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The  State  Marketing  JDivision  is  busy  in  the  state  in  the  matter  of 
establishing  "uniform  grades  and  standards.    This  matter  will  receive  care- 
fal  attention  at  the  Wisconsin  Potato  E-xposition  in  November* 

(J.  G»  Milward), 

Waohington  D>  C,  Notes*  October  lb,  1920, 

Ideal  weather,  has  prevailed  t':i?:c>-'AgboT\t  the  w^^iko    The  Fall  crop  of 
potatoes  is  still  qu:^;.u  g:'=en  and  if  ■.he  yrd^^:!.^,  waaihsr  continiies  for 
another  week  or  ten  days^  a  large-  v:r"v  ^••■■j.-ll  be  e.s3^jixed« 

The  general  condition  of  the  pot-ale  orop  throughout  the  main  commer- 
cial producing  sections  a.pi)ears  to  be  satis -Tactory,    Reports  indicate  that 
favorable  weather  has  perjiatted  ths  ha.rvestirig  and  storing  of  the  crop 
under  the  most  desii*able  conditions c 

Crop  Movement.  The  crop  movement  during  the  past  few  days  has  been 
unusually  heavy.    Beginning  with  October  8,  the  daily  movement  has  been  as 
followsi- 

Friday,  October  8,  10^9  cars,  of  which  number  Minnesota  shipped  290, 
New  Jersey  126,  and  Wisconsin  90.    On  Saturday,  I52I  oars  were  shipped. 
Minnesota  contributing  357»  New  Jersey  209,         Wisconsin  l6U»    On  the 
21th,  the  shipments  aggregated  1137  cars,  of  which  Minnesota  contribut- 
ed 302  cars,  Wisconsin  I63,  and  New  Jersey  I27,    vShipments  on  the  12th 
numbered  1222  cars,  297  being  from  Minnesota,  13!^-  from  ??isconsin,  and 
120  from  New  Jersey ♦    On  the  l^jh  the  shipments  nr.mbered  IO96  cars,  of 
which  Minnesota  contributed  227,  New  Jersey  138,  and  Wisconsin  101  ♦ 

Prices*  Notwithstanding  the  heavy  movement  of  potatoes  to  distribut- 
ing centers,  the  price  of  table  stock  has  gradually  become  stronger.  The 
present  tone  of  the  market  seems  to  be  firmv    Washington  City  wholesale 
quotations  on  the  13th  were  $3.50  for  No,  1  New  Jersey  American  Giants  in 
150  lb*  sacks.    Philadelphia  quotations  on  the  same  stock  were  slightly 
lower,  $3.00  to  $3.15;  while  the  Baltimcre  narket  was  $3.50  to  $3*bOc 


(Wm.  Stuart )» 
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Greeley.  Colorado, 


For  the  week  ending  October  Id.  19^0, 


We  finished  harvesting  the  potato  plots  on  October  13.    The  yields 
were  very  satisfactory  considering  the  fact  th-at  the  vines  had  been 
severely  injured  by  hail.    The  groxind  to  be  used  for  the  potato  plots  next 
year  is  now  being  manured  and  it  is  expected  to  crovm  the  alfalfa  this  fall. 

Pearls  of  the  same  strain  were  planted  on  four  different  farms  in 
the  vicinity  of  Greeley;  two  lots  were  planted  on  sandy  soils  and  two  on 
heavy  soils.    The  last  of  these  plots  was  harvested  on  October  l6,  and  it 
was  interesting  to  note  that  there  was  a  difference  of  over  200  bushels  to 
the  acre  in  the  yield* 

The  weather  has  been  almost  ideal  for  potato  harvesting.    Most  of  the 
growers  are  storing  their  crop  because  of  the  unsettled  conditions  of  the 
market.    During  the  past  week  the  price  varied  from  $1.00  to  $1»25  a 
hundred,  mostly  $1.15.    Owing  to  the  car  shortage  some  potatoes  have  been 
loaded  in  box  cars  during  the  past  week, 

""~  -  j      (W,  C.  Edmundson), 

Jerome.  Idaho.  For  the  week  ending  October  I6.  1920. 

During  the  week  the  weather  conditions  have  been  variable  with  no 
frost  until  today,  the  loth,  when  the  first  freaze  of  the  season  has  come. 
Some  ice  formed  this  mcrning  and  the  ground  is  frozen  slightly  on  top.  No 
doubt  now,  for  some  time,  we  will  iiave  good  weather  again.    The  potato 
plants  remained  green  until  killed  by  frost. 

There  seems  to  be  practically  no  price  on  Irish  potatoes  on  this 
market  at  this  stand  they  have  offered  as  low  as  755^  per 

hundred  for  potatcer.  duri.!-g  the  week. 

Due  to  unsettled  weather  conditions  and  rains  that  have  come  at  inter- 
vals, during  the  past  two  weeks,  I  still  have  some  third  cutting  hay  in 
the  fieldj     I  an  in  hopes,  however,  to  get  this  all  up  during  the  coming 
v;eek  when  we  should  have  moire  settled  weather  conditions.    Beans  are  har- 
vested and  c^jririg  slowly  in  the  field, 

(L.  L,  Corbett), 

Presgue  Isle.  Maine.  For  the  week  ending  October  I6.  1920. 

We  finished  harvesting  on  Aroostook  Farm  Thursday  noon.    The  seed 
stock  this  fall  is  unusually  good  and  the  yields  from  different  strains, 
although  not  tabulated,  show  a  wide  range.    The  oulk  of  the  material  in 
the  seed  development  plat  was  certified  stock,  some  strains  are  especially 
good  while  others  are  no  better  than  the  average  run  of  seed  stock. 

The  weather  for  the  past  week  has  been  favorable  for  harvesting 
potatoes  and  the  bulk  of  the  farmers  finished  this  week. 

Prices  ranged  around  $2.50  per  barrel,  f ,o.b.  this  week. 


(P.  M, .Lombard)* 
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Nelaraska  Travel  Notes,  Octo'Der  22.  1920, 

From  Alliance,  the  writer  proceeded  to  Morrill,  Ne^b,,  a  to\vn  located 
in  the  heart  of  the  North  Platte  Valley  irrigation  project.    Two  lots  of 
Triumphs  were  secured  at  this  place,  one  which  had  been  under  irrigation 
for  several  years  and  one  which  was  grown  from  J.  W,  Smith  (Kent,  V/is») 
stock  purchased  in  the  Spring  of  1^20.    This  Smith  lot  was  rather  inferior 
in  appearance  due  to  scab  injury,  but  was  purchased  with  the  view  of  study- 
ing the  effect  of  Nebraska  environment  on  the  Smith  stock. 

Leaving  Morrill,  Friday  noon,  October  15,  the  writer  journeyed  to 
Kimball,  Neb,,  where  two  more  lots  of  Triuiiiphs  wete  secured.    Lot  3(d.ryland) 
from  Gust  Forsling  of  Bushnell,  and  Lot  6  (irrigation)  from  Roberi  Garrard 
of  Kimball,    Both  of  these  Kimball  lots  were  very  satisfactory  in  quality, 
altho  some  difficulty  v*ras  experienced  in  selecting  to  size,  there  being  a 
large  percent  of  oversized  tubers.    The  Forsling  lot  should  be  particularly 
valuable  as  Professor  Werner  passed  this  field  as  entirely  free  of  mosaic 
disease. 

At  Kimball,  the  writer  i^d  the  opportunity  of  seeing  harvest  operat- 
ions in  full  progress.    The  crop  was  being  harvested  with  Dowden  diggers 
drawn  by  six  mules  per  machine.    A  Greeley  grader  drawn  on  a  stoneboat 
followed  the  pickers  up  and  down  the  rows,  grading  and  sacking  material  at 
one  operation.    The  only  drawback  was  the  crop  itself  which  was  a  mixture 
of  various  varieties. 

A  visit  was  paid  to  the  cellar  of  Jake  Pedrett  near  Kimball.  This 
stock  was  in  sacks,  side  bins  and  alley,  full  to  the  roof.    Mr.  Pedrett 
said  that  this  apparent  bumper  crop  was  not  real,  but  due  to  the  fact  that 
he  had  not  shipped  a  potato.    The  crop  about  Kimball  is, according  to 
Pedrett, less  than  75^  of  last  year. 

Leaving  Kimball  October  IS,  the  writer  proceeded  to  Lincoln  where 
arrangements  were  made  for  shipping  the  Nebraska  lots  south. 

Arrived  in  Washington  Thursday, October  21, 

(J.  W.  y7ellington), 

Wisconsin  Notes.  For  the  week  ending  October  l6,  1920. 

Potato  marketing  conditions  in  Wisconsin  are  getting  more  steady  as 
the  inferior  stock  is  gotten  out  of  the  way,    We  look  for  a  rise  in  prices 
in  Wisconsin  with  the  coming  of  cooler  weather.    The  weather  has  been  very 
warm  even  until  this  date,  which  has  enabled  our  growers  to  harvest  stock 
in  the  best  of  condition. 

The  new  date  of  the  Wisconsin  Potato  Exposition,  November  30,  to 
December  4,  will  permit  the  attendance  of  other  Wisconsin  farming  organ- 
izations. 
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The  second  inspection  of  state  inspected  fields  began  October  5 
this  work  is  now  in  progress  throughout  the  potato  growing  counties  of 
Wisconsin, 

(J.  G,  Milward), 

Washington  Notes*  October  22,  192Q, 

The  exceptionally  fine  weather  noted  in  last  week^s  issue  has  con- 
tinued throughout  the  present  week.    As  a  result  of  this  protracted  season 
of  warm  sunshiny  days,  the  land  is  becoming  quite  dry,. 

Director  Iddings,  of  the  Idaho  Experiment  Station,  paid  us  a  visit  on 
the  l6th. 

Carlot  Movement  of  Crop*    The  carlot  movement  of  potatoes  to  distribut- 
ing and  consuming  centers,  while  not  q.uite  as  heavy  this  week  as  on  same 
dates  for  last  week,  is  still  relatively  high.    According  to  the  Bureau  of 
Markets  report,  1236  cars  were  shipped  on  the  15th;  12^3  on  the  l6th;  978 
on  the  18th  and  1099  on  the  19thr, 

Minnesota  still  continues  to  Ik&d  all  other  states  in  number  of  cars 
shipped,  281+  being  reported  on  the  l5thj'  277  on  the  l6th;  258  on  the  19th 
and  290  on  the  20th« 

Prices.*    A  slight  downward  tendency  in  prices  is  noted  this  week,  dSid 
doubtless  to  a  gradual  stocking  up  of  the  trade  in  this  commodity. 

(Wm.  Stuart), 


J  ■rr. 
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Greeley.  Color-^do. 


For  the  we8>-i  enAlrii^  October  25.  19^0 o 


Todcty  we  began  crowning  the  cn.liV.lfa,  for  our  next  year's  potato  grouadc 
The  iDcJiuring  of  this  ground  w^s  finished  tne  latter  part  of  last  wesk^ 

The  weather  centinTies  clear  and  the  nights  cire  cold,    A  large  percent- 
age of  the  potatoes  in  the  district  are  dug.    Cving  to  the  low  prices  and 
the  car  shortage  most  of  the  potatoes  are  going  into  storage «  Potatoes 
have  "been  selling  for  $1.10  to  $lc20  a  hundred  d^oring  the  past  week,  but 
the  market  has  been  weak  and  very  few  sales  have  been  coade, 

(W»  C.  Sdrnandson), 

Jerome.  Idaho,  For  the  week  ending  October  23.  lS20a 

During  the  week  the  wea.ther  conditions  have  been  very  unsettled,  with 
snow  or  rain  every  day  from  Monday  to  Friday,  when  it  cleared,  and  today  is 
clear.    No  freeze  has  come  v-^ith  this  unsettled  condition  until  this  A.M, 
Saturday,  the  23rd,  when  there  was  a  thin  s^.eet  of  ice  over  the  water  in 
the  watering  places « 

There  is  much  hay  cut  and  part  of  ours  is  still  in  the  field,  never 
having  been  dry  enough  to  stack.    I  feel,  however,  that  we  will  be  able  to 
get  it  attended  to  soon  now.    We  are  scattering  it  to  dry  today* 

The  price  of  potatoes  remains  ai'oimd  $1.00  per  hundred  in  this  section, 
varying  slightly  either  way  from  the  figure  given. 

(L.  L.  Corbett)« 

Washington,  D.  C.  Notes.  October  30 »  1920, 

Much  of  the  writer's  time  dui-ing  the  current  week  has  been  utilised 
in  assisting  Professor  Stuart  in  suinmrizing  and  tabulating  I92O  field 
records. 

On  Friday,  the  mb-t'ored  portion  of  the  midsummer  Arlington  Farm  plant- 
ing was  harvested.    Triunph,  Irish  Coboler  and  Green  Mountain  were  well 
ripened  while  the  plants  of  the  McCormick  and  of  the  McCormick  seedlings 
were  coaparat-ively  green*    Irish  Coobler  has  apparently  produced  the 
heaviest  yields.    The  ciUctlity  of  all  the  crop  was  exceptionally  good  con- 
sidering the  heavy  nature  of  the  soil  in  which  it  was  produced*    In  the 
storage  temperature  plots  the  decided  inferiority  of  the  I9I8  seed  stock 
was  again  demonstrated  in  yield,  in  size  and  in  Quality, 

(J.  W.  Wellington^. 

Washinst on  No t  ■? a .  October  30,  1920. 

With  the  exception  of  a  light  rainfall  the  evening  of  the  27th,  the 
weather  has  been  fair  but  slightly  cooler,  and  with  a  strong  probability 
of  a  light  frost  this  evening,  (October  29). 


Professor  Corbett  returned  to  the  office  on  the  26th  after  over  a 
two  months  aosence  in  Eiiropea    His  ooser v^tions  on  potato  culture  abroad 
cire  interesting*' 

The  writer  plans  to  ci^ttend  the  annxial  iHeeLing  of  the  Minnesota 
Potato  Growers'  Associc-tion  to  oe  neld  at  DijLl.uth,  November  8  to  10*  Will 
leave  Duluth  the  night  of  the  Sth  in  order  to  attend  meeting  of  the 
Nebraska  Potato  improvement  Association  to  be  held  a-f)  Kimball,  Nebraska, 
November  10  to  1.^;  and  on  the  return  trip  will  attend  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Iowa  Vegetable  Growers^  Association,  Ncvemoer  17  to  19,  which  is 
to  be  held  at  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  in  connention  with  the  Mid-West 
Horticultural  Exposition  which  includes  the  week  of  November  I5  to  20* 

No  further  issues  of  the  "Eye"  aIII  appear  until  April  I32I,  when 
it  is  hoped  that  it  will  again  De  resumed  for  the  season.    The  writer 
tckes  this  opportunity  of  th^niLing  those  who  have  contributed  to  its 
success  by  furnishing  interesting  information  to  its  readers « 


(Wm,  Stuart). 
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